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To the Nobility, and Gentry 
of England. 


& Here Preſent you the 


4.9 


WW 3, _ 77S - 
bf7/ C 14 molt Profound Medita- 
C 


£7 = tions of one of the Bra- 

Wan) 63 bl veſt Spirits, that was e- 
| MLM ver Cloath'd with Fleſh, { ; 
| andBloud,vizcheCON: a, 
' 4 SOLATIONS ofthe moſt Honourable 1 
{ BOETIVS inchemidlt of tlis Greate 
| eft Sufferings; Wirth My Earneſt De- 
| {:resthat Your Selves, and Your Poe 


| ſterity (Eſcaping His Misfortunes) may 


_ OE 


ever Follow the High Example of His 
Heroick Virtues : which Virtues who- 


ſoever ſhall Attein unto, he certainly 
A2 will 


_—_— —— 


The Epiſtle 

will be More than Congueroar in All the 
| Changes and Chances of this Mortal 
Life, which bothinSacredand Prophane® 
Write istermda WARFARE. That 
Famous Apophthegm of SOCRATES 
in Defyance of His Blond-Thirſty Enc-. 


 mies, might well have been ſpokenin * 
 thelike Cale » Bya Greater Philoſopher 


than SOCRATES.the Renowned BO.» | 
ETIVS: They may Kill Me,but they Can- 
-not Hurt Me. Though He "28 nor | 


 makeany Expreſs mention of JESU S 
CHRIST inthis Philoſophical Diſcourſe, | 


| 


' yet'tis well known, how Zealouſly He | | 
Contended for che Truth ,Againſt thoſe” | 
Execrable Hzreticksthat Deny HIM co | 


be GOD, Whom the Univerſal Church | 


( According rothe Scriptures) Acknow. | 


ledgethto 'be © G9D of GOD, LIGHT | 
«of LIGHT Very GOD of very GOD, 
i — Not Made Being of one Sake 


ance 


| thoſe Admirable Writings of Our late y 
| SOVERAIGN, than the Latine Tongue ( 


DEDICATORY. 


« Rance With the FATHER, By VVhom | 
« All things were Made.l Pray GOD we ! 
may All Hoid the Myſtery of che Faith in 
a Pure ( onſcience :. As did this Excellent 
Man, W hoſe Thoughts of che Natureof 
True Happineſs(though in a Style, imult 
confels not Anſwearable ro His Great 
Wit,and Eloquence) 1 have Endea- 
your'd to Exprels inthe Enzlih Tongue, 


A made” S—_—_ cu &<.. 4 * Viogs 


which has been no leſs Adorn'd by 


1 Bhs 
* 32 W_ 


| bythoſe which che Learned BOETIVS 
| compos'd IN HIS SOLITUDES, AND 
 'SUFFERINGS. HE, and BOETIUS, 
and All the Noble MARTYRS, give 
| Teſtimony ro this Truth, ſo Elegantly 
| Expreſt by His ROYAL Pen: © The 
*Aſſaults of Afflition may beTerrible like 


© Sampſon's Lion,but they yield much 


m Sweetnels to thoſe that dare Encounter, 


A 3 "© and 


: 


| 


_— A_—— ew 7 OT 


DO tR — 
_— 


The Ppiſlle DevrcarToRy, | 
& and Overcome them, who know how ta 0s | 
** verlive the Withering of thery Gourds | 
** without Diſcontent, or Peeviſhnels , | 
* while they may yet Converſe with GOD. | 
Wiſhing You al the Experiences ofthe | 
Unſpeakable Sweetnels of the onely 
True Honour, and Virtue, | Rett 


Your Aﬀetionate 


Humble Servant | 


- 
£ 
Mt 
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To the Reader. 


j A Frer I bad perfeRed the Tranſlation of all I in- 


rended to Tranſlate of BOETIUS, I reeciy'd 


4 from a Learned Friend the Notice of a very good - 
7 Tranſlarior. of a!l His Five Bookes Confo/ationss Phile- 
5 ſophie, which was Puliſhe 1609. The Author has 
J given us the knowledge but of Two Letters of His 


Name,1. T. Though 1 have nor taken ſo murh 2s one 


j Expreſlion from chis Excellent Perſon, yet | think ic 


my Duty to pay this Acknowledgement to His Memo- 
ry, (for I ſuppoſe He wasin Heaven long ſince) that 
His Booke affords Me an Abundance of the pureſt De- 
lighr, and SatisfaRion, whilſt I Double as it were Mine 
own Notions ot the SOVERAIGN GOOD, by their 
Complication with His. 140 not Appropriate thefe Noe 
tions to BOETIUS, and His Traxſlators, and thoſe 0- 
thers, who bave been Addicted to the Study of this In. 


comparable Booke , they are Common to Us with All & _ 


thoſe that LOVE the LORD JESUS in Syncerity : For 
this LOVE Eſſenrially implies a Deep Senfe of GODS 
ALL-SUFFICIENCY, And of the VANITY and Dil- 
latisfaRtion of All things wnger the Sus. 5 

I Requeſted My ever Honour'ds Dear Friend Mr. 
H. H. roſend me ſome ef His Reflexions on BOE- 
TIUS'S Diſceurſe of the Soveraign Good , and He was 
pleas'd co Oblige Me with this Anſwear. 

i Dear Sy ! | 
*[ receiv'd both your Letters,with the Coptes of the Latin 
« Traflate,you publiſhed. wheris you endeavour to bring 
5 men 20 a right wnderſtanding of the Soveraign G _- of 

u* 


hh \'% brick, and men ſtill knew Goa,and ſearched after the Au- 
A - thor of their Brings,and the Reaſon of their Natures led 


: .*© thaj the wiſe men of the World were divided in their O- 


To the Readev. 


* Humane Minds, 4 glorious employment in it ſelfe, aud 
«* ever wore uſeful than in this our Age. For Jour deſire 
cc that TI wauld fa) ſomething by "WAJ of Preface ts Jour A 
* Tra/lation of Bqetius, though [ «m ſenſible you may (\ ' 
* wach bettergand with greater Advantages recommend it |. 
' #© 26 the World.thas I, jet to af ure you of that Great affe- || 

. ® Gion,and ſervice 1 bave for your Perſon, 1 have ſent jou 

«© ay preſent thoughts. | , 

* When Mankind was at firff Cr:ated,they lived, and || 
«< ated nnger the Devine hife,and Nature freely injojing, 
« aud participating af the Communications of the Firſt , 
\ . ®© and Univerſal Gaod,but being lapſed into a State of Sing 
& Iudigency, ana Penury, they quickly loſt fight of thoſe 
.3* Glorious formes,aud the [nfluences of Heaven were ſeal- 
.* ed ap. But yet thowgh their Caſe was ſafficiently deplera- 
_* ble,the Deluge of 1nzquity, 41d Vice, had not ſo far de. 
.** fac'd the Beautrous Strutiure of Vietae, but that the 
1 rem4iniug Ruines ſhew'd the Glory of the Ancient Fa* 


- %* them to a Purſgit of Happineſs. Hence it came to paſs 


© pinions concerning the Univerſal Gaod, and Happine(s 
of Human: Nature; ſame placiuy it in the baregana na» 
_* hed Pleaſure reſulting from the exerciſe of Virtue ;, 0- 
i $ cher 311 4 perfitÞ Apathy, Inſeuþbility, and deadneſs to 
* all Paſſions whatever, and others again in a full Grati- 
6 fication of all th: Corporeal Faculties. But we , who 

. '* phrough the Graciors Bounty of Godglive under a more 
. © Radgrant,and Refulgent light than that of Natwre, have 
 K gperyect pgbt of that maich they throagh the m_—_— 
po ne og 


Fo the . Reader. 


& wuiffs of Ignorance,and Darkneſs did bat feele aſtor,and 
$* we bnow Ja the Happine{c of Humane N ature conſiſt 
6 ;u5t's Uniow, and Conjunition with the Eternal Good. 


* cyphich being the Hightit,and Utmoſt Perfettion of our 


* Soules ought certainly to awaken our drowſy, and flum- 
«© bring minds to a Vigerous Proſecution of ſa tranſcendent 
* a Fate of life : a life,ſo full of ſolid, and ſubſtantiall 
« 763,4nd Phaſure,tbat if we did not take falſe meaſares, 
* and eſtimations of things,we could not but think it infs- 
(© nitely beyond the faireſt and beſt of all Subluneary Fels- 
* cities. And indeed the Iind of man #s then in a wrang 
* fare of Poſition, when it's Appetites, ana Deſires are 
* fixed,and terminated upon T erreſtrial Good,ſnch as t ſo 
<«< far from any Harmony,or Agreeableneſs with our Intel- 
* letual Frame, that it vilifies, and Degrades it, and ſets 
'© it at 4 vait Diſproporticn to it's true,and Proper Ob- 

* jeff. And this #4 that falſe, and Adulterats Beauty, 

© that ſo often chrats us into 4 liking , and Approbation 


f*ofit: A metr Sbadow of Happiveſs , which we poſſeſs by 2 


* only 3 our Fancies , aud Imaginations. For if there 
© were really any Subſtantial Felicity , or Good tn Ri- 
*« ches, Honors, Worldly Glory , and Corporeal Plea- 
* ſurrs, the mind of man world then be full, and «t 
* Reſt : it would then have no more Paſſionate Thirfts , 
* and Aſpirations , when once it were poſſeſ# of it's Trae 
©*© Object. But we finding ftill a Perfeft Diſſatisfatbion, 
*© avd Inquictwde amidſt the largeſt Meaſures , and ful- 
* le Comprehenſions of Sublunary Injoyments , it © %e- 
© xy eaſy to conceive that there w ſomething elſeyet ve- 
* quired tro Perfeft, compleat, ayd fill the Capacities 
-*of the Sonle of man, And this can be no other oo 

| 4 BD Eg eg dog : © {148 


To the Reader, 


Upbat Prernal, and Immortal Good , which has /eft 
* ſome ſignatures, and Impreſſions of it ſelfe upon rvery 
« rhing in the Wh-le Cr: arion : From whence it # that 
* ren bebolding ſome Shadowes', and Adumbrations of 
'*© the AbſolnteGood, are ready to catch at, and em- 
* brace 5 in the things below , not conſidervag that all 
* th: fine ſhyws and ſplendid Appearances of the Cor- 
<« Poreal , anaViſible World, ave but ſo many Powere 
& full Charms, and Ineſcations to allure, and draw 
« cur Minds from a fleady Contemplation of that Holy 
& One, in whoſe Preſence #s Life , and Feluity , tru- 
«ly ſocalld. And that we may not fright our ſelves 
« from ſo arfirable a Conditicn, as our Union, and 
« Conjanttton with God, mor our Endcavonrs after this 
« Immutable Gord coole, and flag by drawing a Scene of 
« Humane Life full of miſeri:s , and Calamitou Cir- 
« cumflances, and repreſenting unto our ſilves the 


x & black fide of Providence , wherin [nwrene Virtue ts 


6 afflifted and ovpreſſed, and Iniquity , and Vice Prof- 
” Uperons ani Trinmphant , we may conſid.r that that Al- 
&« mighty Being ,, who Perpetwally Intereſſeth himſelfe in 
 & the Affairs of mankind , will at laft ſettle Righteonſ- 
« weſt, and Truth in it's fuft Throne, and Gevern- 
* ment of the World; and ther:b; redreſs, and heal all 
* the Evils flumane Nature u obnoxioum unto ; which 
* eye for the m0,7 part made ſo to 1 b, our unjuſt Ap- 
« prehenſions, ana Eſtimation of th:m : For what are 
* Fetters, and Imoriſcument , but clogs of the Corpore- 
© al Life , while th: Mind may Converſe with God, 
*© avd the Whole Creation, and be as Free, as the Air 
Gwe briarh in? what is Death it [elfe, but only the 
= * Awakening 


To the Reader. 


&« Awakening of our nobler Facalties to the Participation 
*« of a freer, and more enlarged life ? All which put tos 
« getber do not only depreciate the moe## Glirions [atis fa- 
& (Hons of rhe Animal life , but convert our Mind; to 
* their own Genuine Happineſs , that #s , toan Union, 
« and Conmunttion with the Bleſſed Author of All things | 
« which is the Grand Deſgn of this Treanſe. Dear Sup 
&« ;f by this (which 1 think #1 the ſumm, and! ſcope v 
« Boetius's Broke ) I may pratify yew , 1 ſhall dl | 
«© wy ſelfe , in being 

Your molt Aﬀectionate 


From Ifeild in Eriend and Servant 
Suffex. Juve | 
3, 1672, HENRY HALLYWEL 


D A,Pater,AugnſiamMenticonſcendereSedem, 
Da Fontem luſirare BON, da luce repertd 
Tn Te confpicuos Animi defigere viſus. 


O RIGHTEOUS FATHER, Shine 
3 upon Us in the Face of JESUS CHRIST, 
j the Brightneſs of thy Glory ' Shed abroad thy 


Love in our Hearts By the HOLY GHOST, 


that we may Meditaxe Day , and Nighr on 
the INFINITE GOODNESS of Our 


CREATOR, REDEEMER, and 
SANCTIFIER, t#1 who/e Preſence 79 


; Fullneſs of Joy , at whoſe Right Fend there 


are Pleaſures Forevermore. 


To 


| To the Reader. 
- "Baſed mortals | you who think yave All, 
x. A When you have that which ſome menRiches call; 


And you vain youths, who chipk chat Allis yours | 
When you'ave your ſports your Hawkes your Hounds 


( and =——__ | 


You Gallar;ts too, Brave boys, and'ſons of fame 
Who think y*ave All when you have gott a Name 
j- Read here and know, that all your tancy'd Joyes 
- Your Wealth and Honours are meer childiſh royes, 


And you bleſt Reggary brothers of the Croſs, 


Whoſe very Lite ſeems Death, and Gain ſeems Loſs , 
Who breathe out Noughbe, but Love, and Honeſty , 
Aſpire to Nought, bur pure Simplicity , | 
Poſſeffing Notght, bur what kind Nature gave, 
And loofing Nought, bur Fleſh when laid in grave ; 
' Readhere and know, that you have All, and more, 
Infinic All, is your Eternal ore, 


P. 6. 
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__ TW CLIT 73 AS am” OI oO 


Ys Frae+tVunss: 


wherein Boetins bewaileth his eFate; ” 


3 ' Muſt new ( Alas!) Sad-Noes reheat ſe. 
The wronged Muſer teath Me what to write - 

My Tears Truc Elepies enaize.; | 

No pens >. d theys keep'from flowing Me ;.* + 
fear, not my Calamitte:. 
They of" my. Spright ly Youth the Glory were, 
f my « Sad: Aﬀe the Comfart a't. © 

O1d Age comes on Me haſten d by my Carer; 

' Av DT Head /»#i5with my Tears. 
Griefe makes WhineHairs /pread'o're mine Head,nd Chin; 


[ | Who 14s wont fo wake fuch thearfull V eſe, 


.'.. On my Dry Fleſh, hangs Shriv'led Skin, 
0 Happy Death , which tak:s not men away 


In foyfull Time ! "nor, C Call'd, anh ftay 
A 


. 4 - 


Whes 


i. x; - 
"4 © 
Keke wx 

& 
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T he Conſolation of Philoſophy. 

When they are ſunk iu woe ! Alas, fhe Flies, 
Ana will not Cloſe our Weeping Eyes ! 

Whiljt Fortune aid her flattring Goods beſtow , 
{ hardly *{cap'd a Fatall Blow : X 

Now that her great Inconſtancy ſhe ſhowes, 3 
Life wnregarded fticks more cloſe. j 

Friends, why dia yee ſo oft Me Happy call ? 

He ſtood not Firm, who could not *ſcape this Fall. 


The FlxsrT PROS Bs. 
Containing the deſcription of Philoſophy. 


V Hilſt I revolv'd theſe Thoughts in 
my mind and began to Pen my 
Complaint, there ſeem'd a Woman of an 
(a) awfull countenance to ſtand over my 
head, her eyes were very (5) ſparkling, and 
lively beyond the common ſtrength of Men, 
her Colour exceeding freſh, and vigorous , 
though there was ſomewhat thar diſcover d 
her to be of ſo great Age, that it could 
not be thought bur that ſhe was in being long 
before our Times. 'Twas impoſlible to di- } 
ſcern what Stature ſhe was of: for ſome- | 
times ſhe fhrunk her ſelfe into the common ! 


(a) Becauſe ſhe mak:th her poſſeſſors reverend (b) Piercing and r 
ſe:ulating the hidden nature of things. 1 
Sta- 


+ GY) hon a= wo. wm nn: NY: "Oo. I% OP 
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The firſt Booke. 
(c) Starure of Men ; ſometimes ſhe ſeem'd 
to touch the skies with her head: and when 
the lifred it up ſomewhat higher , ſhe thruſt 
it into Heaven, ſo thart ii was in vain to look 
any farther afcer her. Her (d) Garment was 
curiouſly wrought with rhe(e)fineſt threads, 
the Cloath was ſo ( f) ſtrong thar it could 
never be worn out; which Garment, as[ 
underſtood afterwards by her own dif- 
courſe, ſhe made with her (g) own hands. 
Time had ſomewhat ſullyed the colour of 1r 
with ſuch a kind of (4) duskineſs, as we 
may obſerve in Pictures thar have been hung 
in ſome ſmoaky roome. In the nethermoſt 
hem of this Garment was woven n | that tio 
nifieth the Life Praftical, or 44ive} in the 
uppermoſt © [ that ſignifieth rhe Life 7heo- 
reticall, or Contemplative ] And betwixrt theſe 
two Letters was a kind of (i) Ladder, by 
which a man might aſcend from the lower to 


(c) Nalzral and Moral Phils/cp'y are not above mans common capa- 
cy: Aftironomy tonchetb the beaveas, Metaphyficks or the kuowleds of 
God and A ngels, &rc.Catragt be exattly comprebended.(d) Her atſputa- 
tions or diſcourſes, (ec) Subtle Propeſitions. ( t) Everlaſiiag zutls, 
(2) Becauſe none without Philoſoghy can weave theſe dijcor[cs. 
(h) Learning negleled in the thne of Boctius , andl written obſcuicly 
by r Ho P iefophers, 6) All ſciences are to be obteined with Mc- 
(094; | 


| A 1 _ the 


The Conſolation of Philoſophy» 
the higher Lerter. This Garment the hands 
of ſome violent men had cur, and carried a- 
way ſuch (C&) pieces of it, as every one 
could get. Arid ſhe had certain Books 1n 
her CJ) right hand, and a Scepter in her 
(m) lefr. When ſhe ſaw theſe Poetical Mu- 
ſes ſtanding abour my Bed, and didcating 
words agreeable to my Tears, ſhe was ſome=- 
what mov'd, and with an Angry counte- 
nance, who, ſayes ſhe, has permitted theſe 
Wenches , that belong to the Stage to have 
to doe with this fick man ? they are ſo far 
from applying any Remedy ſuitable to his 
Diſremper , that they very much encreaſe 
it with their delicious Venome. For theſe 


F 


are they , whowith the unfruitful thorns of 2 


divers Paſſions , deſtroy the good ground 


that abounds with the fruits of Reaſon; and } 


they do not free the minds of men from 
their Dileaſe , bur rather make 1t by cu- 


ſtome to become Plealing unto them. Bur Þ 
if your flatteries ſhould take from me any ? 


inconliderable Perſon , as your common 4} 


(:) Some ſentences il applyed to the defence of falſe opinions; (1) She 7 
chu fly delighted in fiudy and contemplation, (am) Nexi (be was 06+ Þ 
cupied 13 governing the Common wealth, : 


Pra« 3 
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The firſt Booke. 2 


PraQtice is , I ſhould bear it with leſs Indig- 
nation. For my main deſign would ſufrer 
no damwage in the loſs of ſuch a one. Bur 
this Man, who had ſo long addicted himſelf 
to the (n) Eleatick., and (o) Academick Stu- 
dies ! Bur be gon ye Sirens, that Pleaſe 
men to their Deſtruction, and leave him to 
my Muſes to be Cur'd, and redvc'd to his 
perfet Health : This Company , being 
checkt after this manner , caſt theireyes on 
the ground , and confeſling their ſhame by 
their Bluſhes, they depart very mournfully 
out of the room. But], who had made my 
ſelf allmoſt blind with weeping, ſo that 
could net diſcern who the Woman was, that. 
exercis'd ſuch Authority , was quite Aſto- 
niſhr, and looking ſtedfaſtly on the ground, 
ſpeaking not a word, I began to exped 
what ſhe would do next. Then ſhe came 
neer, and fate down on my Beds ſlide, and 
obſerving the Sadneſs of my Countenance , 
ſhe complains of the Perturbation of my 


3 mind in.theſe words : 


(n) Logick from Elea, the City where Zens was born cald ther(ſa;t 
Eleates,and Ariflotle [iudied , whoſe books of Logich Boetins tran- 
ſlated, (o) Such as Plato taught, whoſe (chool mas cald Academia, 


3 1 > mu 


b! 


The Conſolation of Philsſophy. 


The Sx conn Vers. 5 
Philoſophy bewayleth the perturbation of ; 


Byetiuns hiz mind. 


A H, how the Mind ſunk in deep woe 

© A Growes blind , and leaving her ows light 

Out to Darkneſs ſhe bends hir might, I 
When it Winds of Earthly cares do blow x ; 
Andth' Waves of Grief roule ta, and fro ! b 
T his Man ſometime dia freely Tread 

The hich Paths of th e/Etberial Plains, 

He ſaw unſyotred Phebt's Head, 

And could diſcern the Mons dark Stains : 

He held faſt in [are Reckoning 

Thoſe Stars , which often change their Courſe ;, 
He ſrarcht thoſe Cauſes deep, that bring 

Such ſtorms to th*' Ocean: And what Force 
Lakes that bright Star go aowy 4 th* Welt 
Whsch ri{cth in the Ruddy Eaſt. 

He ſtudied ts find our what 'twas 

That mae the Spring bring Flowers, and Graſs: 
 Whence "tis that tn Autumn we /ce | 
Grapes come to their Mataritie. 

T hoſe Canſes which Natare aid hide 

From othcrs, Hi Duich Thought efpie'd. 


Tha Man now wants the Minds cleaw Light, C 
Hu Neck's prefk down with Chains: the Weight & 
T bat He lies under , and the Pain 

Hakgs Him looks dowy to uh” Earth again, 


7 
F4 
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The firſ# Booke. 7 


The Sx conD Pros nl 
Philoſophy enquireth of Boetius his diſeaſe. 


UT, ſayes ſhe, this is a time to apply 
= Medicines , and not ro make Com- 
plaints. Then looking very earneſtly on 
me, thus ſhe ſpeaks. Art Thou He, who 
being nouriſht with my Milk, and brought 
up with my ſtronger Meats, didſt arrive to 
the ſtrength of a Manlike Underſtanding ? 
But we beſtow'd ſuch (a) Armes on thee 
which if thou hadſt nor wilfully thrown a- 


way , would have ſerv'd for thy Defence a- £ 


gainſt any Oppoſition whatſoever. Doſt 
thou know me? why holdeſt thou thy peace? 
is it Shame, or Stupidity that hath ſeized on 
thee ? I had rather it were Shame; bur, as 
I perceive , Stxpidity hath made thee Silenr. 
And when ſhe obſerv d that I was nor only 
ſilent, but ina manner quite Dumb, ſhe 
layd her hand ſoftly on my breſt , and, 
Ther's no Danger, ſayes ſhe; he's in a 
(6b) Lethargie, the common Diſeaſe of de- 


(+) The intelleflual and moral vertnes, (b) Forgeiſulneſs. 
A 4 | luded 
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luded minds. He hath forgot himſelf alitrlez 
hee'll eafily come ro himſelf again, if he R 
ſhall once underſtand, who Iam. Which # 
that he may do, let us clear his ſight a little, Rt 
thar has been dark'ned by the thick Duſt thar 
ariſes from his Intention on Earrhly things. 
When ſhe had ſpoken theſe words , with a 
_ (:)parr of her Garmenr, folding irin her | 
hand, ſhe wip'd the Tears from mine eyes. 


(+) Some ſca'ences which he could aot altogetber ſorget. 


The TuinD VERS s. 


" p } . How Boetius began tn recover his knowledge 
| and memory. 


"T* Hen did that Darkneſs from Me fly : at length 
Mine Eyes regain their wonted Strength x 
uſt fo, as when the Bnyſtrous winds ari(e 
And ſtormy ſhowers aiſturbe the thies , 
Te Sun's obſcur'd , and whilſt no Stars appear, 
Night's ſpread or'e all the Hemiſphear, 
1f Roreas ſent from th Thracian Cave diſplay 
Hu ſpeeay Force and Free the day ( Shies, 
From Darkſome Clcugs, Sol's Beams Straight pierce the 


Sn ſtrike with wonger opr glad Eyes, 
Tz _ The 
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The firſt Broke. L 
The Tu1inDPROSsYyx. 


How the perſecution of Wiſe men is no new 
or ſlrange thing. 


E. Ven ſo the Clouds of my exceſſive Me- 

 lanchaly being difſolv'd I recover'd the 
ſight of Heaven, and came to my righr mind 
again, ſothar I ſawplainly who ſhe was that . 
had begun to worke ſuch a Cure upon me. 
When I had fixt mine eyes on her, | Tere 
ceiv'd that ſhe was my Nurſe P HIL O- 
SOPHY, in whoſe Houſe 1 was brought 
up from my youth : And what, quoth ]; art 
Thou , the Miſtreſs of all Virtues, come 
from on (a) high to the uncomfortable Place 
of mine Exile? haſt thou a mind to under- 
goe ſuch falſe Accuſations , as have been 
brought againſt me ? What , quoth ſhe, 
ſhould I forſake thee my Son, and not bear 
a part of the Burthen , 'that is lay'd on thee 
for my ſake? Butir cannot be that Philoſo» 
phy ſhould deny her Company to an Inno- 
cent man , whereſoever he cocs. Should I 


(a) Philoſo by the vift of Got, | 
| be 


ro The Conſolation of Philoſophy. 


be affraid of any falſe Accuſation, and Star. 
tleatit, as if ſome ſtrange thing had hap- 


pen'd unto me? For, is this the firſt rime 


that Wiſedome hath been brought into Dan- | 


ger amongſt Wicked, and Pervers Manners? 


Even in Ancient Times, before the Dayes of # 
our Plato, have we not Fought a great Fight 4 


againft the Raſhneſs of Folly,and Ignorance? 


And whilſt He lived, did not His Maſter | 


(b) Socrates obtain a glorious Vidory , over 


an Unjuſt Death , by my Aſſiſtance ? Whoſe Þ 
Inheritance whilſt the Epicureans, and Stoiths 


Endeavour d to ſeize on, every one for his 
. own party, and lay'd hold on Me, as a part 
X of their Prey, though I cry'd out, and ſtrove 
againſt them, they cur.this Garment, which 
I had woven with mine own hands; and ha- 
ving thus taken ſome pieces of it, they went 
their way , eachof them conceiting that he 
had gotten rhe whole ro himſelf. Some of 
them , becauſe they ſeem'd to goe in my 
(c) Habir, were Overtorn through the errar 
of the prophane Multitude, being judg'd to 


(b) He was put to death at vAthens for achnowledeing one God and 
the immortality of the Soule, (c) Falfe opinions alledge ſome ſen+ 
gences of Vuloſophy in a wrong ſenſe, 

be 


4 of ” 
” 5 0." tk © 
REI no. ene EEC 2: 


NATE SON Or TWEEN AED art 62, Wea YO Jews 


3 NOT | as þ K be BD of hot 0 þ (0d my 


* Y E 

6, "0 . » VEST. 0. _ ., 
DEED. eng tn F7Y 
a ha od ” er 4 
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1 be of my Family. If ſo be that thou art igs 


norant of the Bani/hment of Anaxagoras, the 


| Poy/ſon of Socrates, and the Torments of (d) Ze« 


0, becauſe they were not of thine own 
Country ; yet thou couldſt not but have 
heard very much of (e) Canizs, of (f) Se- 
neca , of (g) Swams, and other ſnch like 
Excellent Men, whoſe Memory 1s very freſh 
to this Day, and full of Renown: Whom 
no other thing brought ro their Deſtrucian, 
but that through a pundual Qbſervance of 
my Diſcipline , they allwayes ſhew'd an A» 
verſion from the Deſigns of Wicked People. 
Therefore ther's no reaſon it ſhould ſeem 
ſtrange unto rhee, if we are Toſt with a 
continual Tempeſt in the Sea of this World, 
whoſe Principal Aim is, to do thoſe things, 
which are moſt Diſpleaſing ro the Worſt of 
Men: Whoſe Army, thoughir be exceeding 
Numerous, yet is it very Deſpicable z bee 
cauſe it has no (h) Leader ; but they run toy 
and fro according to the motions of their 


(6) He was wraft by the Tyrant Nearchus , inte whoſe face he ſpit 
out his tongue. (:) A Poct put to death by Caius the Emperour. 
(f) Nerocs Schoole maſter, who cauſed him to bleed to death, g) A 
famous Port acknowledging God , was crucified by ſome wit hed men, 
(Þ) Becauſe they fallow not reaſon. 


own 
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own fooliſh, and erroneous conceits. If 
at any time this Army come againſt us with 
all their Strength, ourCz) Leader draws all 
Her (+4) Forces into her C1) Caſtle; They 
in the mean rime are wholly intent upon 
their (7) Plunder, loading themſelves with 
things of an inconfiderable value. But we 
looke down from on high and laugh art them, 
whilſt they carry away thole contemptible 
things, being out of all Danger of their 
rage, and fury , in that Place of Defence, 
which Folly, and Ignorance can never Ap- 
Proach unto. 


(+) Right reaſon. (k) The pow'rs of the Soule. (1) Of Vertue and : 
Contemplation, (m) Temporal things, ; 


_ 


The FourTtTnu VuRrs n. 


How we may reſiſt the perſecution of the 


wicked. 


VV Heſo his Life from Paſſions ſtorms keeps free, 
And over Fate has got the Vittory, 

Holds faft to that which he doth Rightly chooſe, 

And with au Uncheny'd Lioke Both Fortunes views : 


| Thu man the Rage of the Tempeſtnous Seat , - 
Tn Why 


le ee Laers dds dated : þ Jt 
6s WR PF OUT nes Ae >= oY I GE ON 


4 


Thefirſt Boobe. 12 


When from the bottome they their waters raiſe, 
Can were diſmay ;, nor yee Veſuvius's Ire, 
Which toſſes up 101 Skies it's [moak, and Fire, 
Nor Burning T hunaerbolts that flrike high Towerv. 
Why are ſt:r# Tyrants, who ſeon loſe their Powers 
Aamir'd by Mortals? Caſt off Hopes, and Fears, 
And thou breakFt all the bloody Tyrants Spears, 
But be that Wiſhes ought, or Dreaas bu Fees, 
Sith he's not fixt, and in bis own Diſpoſe, 

Hu thrown away bus Shield, has loft hu Ground, 
And made the Chain wherewich himſelf © Bound, 


— A —_—u 
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The FourRTua PROSS. 


Boetius diſcovereth the cauſes of his priefe. 


Aſt thou any perceivance of theſe 

rhings, ſayes She, and do they make as 
ny impreſſion upon thy ming? Whar,art thou 
(a) Aſinus ad Lyram? Why weepeſt thou?why 
doſt thou flow with Tears?EZwz , wh nitls row, 
Speak out , diſcloſe thy mind. 1f thou ex- 
pect any good from the Phyſician , thou 


oughteſt to lay open thy wound. Then I 


(a) Prowbially ſpoken of thoſe who are dull of appruvenſion , and ns 
more mov'd With a diſcouſe than an Aſs with Oiufich. 5 


tooke 
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tooke courage ro my ſelf, and ſpake thus : 
And haſt thou need yet to be rold what at- 
 leth mie, is it not apparent how cruelly Fot- 
tune deals withme? Art thou not movd at 
the ſyght of this (5) Place ? Is this the Libra« 
ry , which thou didfſt chooſe for thy con- 
ſtant Seat in my Houſe ? where thou didſt ſo 
ofren fir, and diſcourſe with me, touchingo 
the Knowledg of things both Divine, and 
Humane? was mine Habit, and my Coun- 
renance ſuch, as now thou ieeft, when with 
thee I ſearcht into rhe Secrets of Nature, 
when thou didſt ſhew me rhe Courſe of the 
Stats, and didſt form my Life, and Conver- 
ſation according to that Order which 1s in 
the Heaveus ? And is this the (c) Reward 1 
muſt have for being ſo Obſervant of thy In- 
ItruGions ? But thou didſt confrm this Sen- 
tence by the mouth of Plato: That Com- 
mon-wealths are Happy, where Philoſophers 
have the Government, or Where the pre- 
ſenr Governors begin ar length ſeriouſly to 
Apply themfelves to Philoſophy. Thou by 


(b) The firſt cauſe of Beetius bis grieſe was his baniſhment and mis 
fery. (c) The jecoad cauſe, becauſe be had not deſerved them, ha» 
ing a good intention in admitting piomoyion, 


the 
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The firſt Booke. tg 
the mouth of the ſame Plato haſt raughr 
me that this is a Neceflary Cauſe why Wiſe . 
men ſhould undertake the Adminiſtration of 
Publick Aﬀairs, That the Government be» 
ing left to men of crooked , and pervers dif- 
poſitions, they would be a perpetual Plague 
ro all Perſons of true Honor, and Integri- 
ry. Therefore in ſubmiſſion to this Authos 
rity, whar I learnt from thee in my Private 
Contemplations , 1 deſir'd to bring into Pra» 
flice, in the due Management of Publick 
Afﬀairs GOD, who hath fixcd thee in the 
minds of the Wile , 1s my Witrnels , that no 
other Inclination brought me into any Pubs 
lick Office, but to be Serviceable to all 
Good Men. Hence 1t was that I had ſo ma«- 
ny (d) Occaſions of grievous , and irres 
concileable Diſcord with wicked , injurious 
People; and, ſuch is the Liberty of a pure 
Conſcience, in the proſecution of Juſtice, 
I ever deſvis'd rhe Diſpleaſure of Great 
Men. How often did 1 oppoſe (e) Conigas 
ſius, when he would have feizd rhe For- 
tunes of all Perſons uncapeble of Defending 


(d\ Thirdly , be deſerved the contrary. (c) One of hing Theods» 
1464s bis chiefeſt favorites . 


themas 
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themſelves ! how often did I diſappoint 7ri- 


guilla, the Controuler of the Kings Houſe- 


hold, in his Injurious Deſigns ! how often 


did I Protet by my Authority thoſe diſtreſs | 
ſed People,whom the Avarice of the ( F)) Ber- | 
barians , that went allwayes unounifht, uid 1 
vex with infinite Calumnies, and Falic Ac- # 
cuſations ! I was never drawn alide fiom- | 
Right to Injuſtice by Any man whaifoever. # 
When I ſaw the Fortunes of thoſe rhar liv'd 7 


in the Provinces (o rackt and torn, Etoth by 
Private Rapines , and Publick Taxes, | 


Grievd no leſs than thoſe very men, who 
ſuffer'd ſuch grear Oppreſſions. When in | 
a time of extream Scarcity of Corn there } 
was a moſt grievous Coemption eſtabliſhr, * 
which in all likelyhood would have impove- .- 
riſht the Province of Campania, | ſtrove as :: 
gainſt Him , who was Next tin Authority un« |: 
der the King, for the Common Good, and 2} 


Diſpured the buflineſs with him rouching the 


Coemption , the King himſelfe hearing the | 


Debate and I prevail'd , ſo that ir was not } 
exated. Panlinus, a Worthy Perſon, that 8 
had been Con/ul, whoſe Eſtate thoſe Palatine | 


(f) The Go'bes 
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Dogs had already devour'din their Hope,and 


Ambition , I drew from rheir Jaws, whilſt 
they Gaped on him. Thar A4{binzws, who at> 

ſo had been Conſul; might nor Sufler by ah. 
Accuſation , io which he was never call'd 
tro make his Auſwear, | e:pos d my ſelf 9 
the Haired of Cyprianus, his Accuſer. Do 
I notſeem to have heaped up matter enough 
of Strife', and Conrention againſt my ſelf ? 
bur I ought to have found the greater Re- 
gards amonglt other men, having ſo' Acted 
upon the Principles of Juſtice, and Integri- 
ty, thar I deſerv'd nothing for my ſelfe a- 
mong the Corrtiers, whereupon I might re= 


Z poſe the leaſt Confidence in any of them. 
2 Cg) But by whoſe Acculations are we Ru» 
2 in'd? One of them, Boſilizs, being turn'd 
3 out of the Kings Service was compell'd by 
;} the Debrs he had contracted to forge.an Ace 
3 cuſation againſt Me, But when t King 
$ had Decreed that Opilio and Gaudent iu 
3 ſhould ſuffer Baniſhmenr for their innume- 
2 1able, and manifold Deceirful-dealings,and 
3 When they refuſing to obey the Decree 


2 (s) The fourth cauſe of bis grieſe , the bs/cn:/s of his acc ulers and the 
3 9pen1njuN:ce of his arcuſation. Rn 


tooke 


\ 
\ 
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tooke Sanfnary , and the King had notice l 


ofit, he gave Commandement that if they 


did not go from Ravenna within a certain | 
' Day, they ſhould be Mark'r in their Fore } 
heads with an Hot Iron, and driven out of 


the City: How could there be a greater AG 
of Severity ? Yet that ſame Day rhe Accula- 
tions of thoſe ſame Perſons were taken a- 
gainſt Me, Whar then? Did our Studies 


deſerve this? or could my Condemnation + 
Foresdetermin d Qualify Thoſe men to be 


my accuſers ? Was not Fortune in the leaſt 
aſham'd of Innocence Accus'd, or of the 


Baſeneſs of the Accuſers? But wouldeſt thou | 
know the (4) matter thar 1s lay'd ro my * 


charge? Ic is Afﬀirm'd that 1 would have 


fav'd the Senate from great Danger. Wilt j 
thou hear the Manner ofit? My Crime 1s to ? 


have 


the « 


d'red an Tyformer from Impeaching * 


what thinkeſt thou ? ſhall I Deny what I am ! 


te of High Treaſon. O Miſtreſs, : 
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Accus'dof, that I be not a ſhame to thee? | 


But indeed I did wiſh well to the Senate, and | 
ſhall never ceaſe to Deſire their Safery. Shall } 
1 Confeſs it? but fo that Endeavour to hin- 


£2) Fiſtly . His chifc oftence WwAs VEVIRE. 


det : 


ny of bis wry accuſers, 


' The firſt Broke. — 
Jer the Iiformer will become ineffecual. 
Shall I call that an Offence to have Deſir'd 
the Safety of that Order ? They have indeed 
made it an Offence by their Decrees againſt 
Me. BurtlIgnorance that 1s allwayes Falle 
to it ſelfe,cannot change the Merir of things; 
neither do I think it Lawful , being of $9- 
crates's Judgement, to conceale the Truth, 
or give way toa Lye. Bur be jr how ic will, 
] leave ic to the Judgement of Wile Men. 
The Truth of rhis Affair that Poſterity may 
not be Ignorant thereof, I have endeavour'd 
by Writing to keep in Remembrance. For 
as touching thoſe Forged (7) Letrers,where- 
by I am Accuſ'd to have hoped the Romane 
Freedome ,; to what purpole ſhould I ſpeak? 
Their Fraud ſhould have been lay d opento 
all men, if ithad been granced-me, burto 
uſe the Confeſſion of mine Accuſers , which 
of all matters of this nature 1s of the greateſt 
Importance. 
In which Affair Sorrow has not ſo dulled 
my Senfes, as that I ſhould complain that 


Wicked men Attempr fuch horrid things a+ 


G) Sixtly He was falſcl accuſed and no: permitted to pſe the teſlimo« 


nn oainſt 
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gainſt Viriue: bur I am quite Aſtoniſht to 
ſee thar they bring-their Deſigns ro ſuch Ef- 
fe&. For to Will unrighteous things were 
perhaps bur a part of Humane Frailty ; bur 


that every Villain ſhould be Able to accom- 


pliſh the Miſchief he has conceiv'd againſt a 
Perſon never fo Innocent, (&) GOD 
Looking on, ſeemerth Monſtrous unto me. 
Whence one of thy Family thought he had 
Juſt cauſe ro raiſe theſe Queſtions : If there 


bea GOD, whence come Evil things*® bur 


whence come the Good, if there be none ? 
Bur be it ſo, thar thoſe Ungodly tellowes, 
who thirſt for the Bloud of all good men,and 
of the whole Senate , ſhould have the Will to 
Deſtroy Me, whom they ſaw ſo carneſtly 
endeavouring to Defend Good men, and all 
the Senate, (1) Bur what, did 1 deſerve 
the ſame hard meaſure even from the Sena- 
tozirs alſo ? Thou coſt Remember, I believe, 


that when ever I was about to Say, or Do 


any thing, thou waſt allwayes preſent to 
DPireci Me. This, I ſay, thou doſt well 


k) 7. He grie-eth that wicked men are able to prevaile againſt the 
good, W's 7 he Senators themſelves of whom hee bad deſerved [0 

»:ll, nec his cnemics, 
Res» 
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The firſt Booke. 2I 
Remember : Ar Yerona, when the King in- 
tending a Common Deſtruction, would fain 
have rransfer'd the Accuſation of Treaſon 
brought againſt 4lbinus, upon the whole 
Order of the Senate , with how great a Diſ- 
regard of mine own particular Safety 1 
Defended their Innocence. Thou knoweſt 
that what I ſay, is True: and that 1 was 
never wont to Praiſe mine own Actions, 
Forit doth in a manner leſſen the Secret Ap= 
probation that Conſcience gives unto It- 
ſelfe , when any man by declaring what 
good he hath done, receives Fame for his 
Reward. Burt thou ſeeſt to whar my Inno- 
cency hath brought Me. Inſtead of the Re- 
wards of True Virtue, 1 undergoe the Pu- 
niſhment of ſuch Wickednels, of which 1] 
am Falſely Accuſ'd.' (#:) And what horrid 
Villany , ſo evident.ghar it could nor bur be 
Confeſt, did ever irgage the Judges in ſach 
Unanimaus Severiry,, that neither the ſenſe 
of Humane nature ,i ſo inclin'd to Error,nor 
of the Condition of Fortune ſo Uncertain to 
all Morrtals, thoula ſoften the Hearts of any 


( m) Niathly , alt conſpired againſt bim , uo man had Cle bon 


B 3 of 


of bim, 
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of them. If 1 had been Accus'd to have de. 
tign'd rhe Burning of Temples, the Murthe- 
ring of the Prieſts, to have Plotted the De- 
ſrruction of all Good men , yet Sentence 
ihould have been given againſt me. being 
Preſent, either upon mine own Confeſſion, or 
the Convition of mine Accuſers. (n) Now 
L-ins remov'd frome Rome allmoſt five hun- 
dred Miles, and having no Liberty granted 
me to make my Defence, lam Condemn'd 
to Death and Pro/cription, for Stiidying the 
Safety of the Senate. O Excellent Men, 
thar well Deſerve thar none ſhould ever be 
Convicted of the like Crime ! The Dignity 
of which Oiltence, even they who Impeach 
me of it knew fnll well : that they might 
darken rhe Juſtre of it with the mixture of 
ſome real wickedneſs, they faign d thar I 
hid denled my Conſctence with rhe guilr of 
(2) Sacriledoe, whilſt) did Aſpire ca Places 
of Honor. Bur Thoutwho Dwelleſt in Me 
Ciciſt drive our of wy Mind all Deſires of pe- 
riſhing things, and Sacriledge could never 
have leave tobe in thy Preſence. For thou 


(n) 20, He was condemned being abſeat, C ) 11: He was falſty 
accuſed of Saciiledge. 
didſt 


The firſt Books. 23 
didft dayly Inſtill into mine Ears, and into 
my Thoughts thar ſaying of Pythagoras 
"EreOw, CFOLLOW GOD). Neither 
did it become Me to ſeek the Aſſiſtance of 
the Vileſt Spirits, whom thou didſt make ca- 
pable of ſuch an Excellency, that I ſhould 
be Like GOD : And beſides by the un» 
{tained Reputation of mine Houſe,the Come 
pany of my worthy Friends, and alſo my 
Father-in-law, a Perſon of the greateſt In» 


. regrity imaginable, and Venerable like thy 


ſelf, I am defended from all ſuſpition of a» 
ny ſuch Crime. Bur, oh Malice, and Igno- 
rance! they take occaſion from Thee to 
make men believe tharT am guilry of ſo 
great Wickedneſs , and for this very cauſe 
ſhall I ſeem to be skill'd in the moſt prodi- 
gious Impiecty, thar I have been Inſtruged 


: Inthy Diſcipline, that I have been endued 
; with thy Manners. Thus it 1s not enough 


that the Reverence due unta Thee has pro» 


! fired me nothing , bur thou alſo doſt ſuffer 
2 (p)Reproach through the Hatred they have 
4 conceivd againſt Me. But this is a great 


Addition to my Calamities that the Judge- 


(:) 12. Ph.lo/opby and Learzing diſhozoured for bis ſe. 
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ment of moſt men does not reſpe& the Hos 
nor, and Virtue of our Undertaking , bur 
* the Succeſs of our Ations; and they conceive 7 
that Fore-ſight, and True Wiſedome are 2} 


only in thoſe things which are commended 
by a Proſperous Event. Thus it comes to 
paſs that a (yg) Good Eſteem in the firſt 


place leaves the Unfortunate. *Tis irk- - 


{ſome ro me to think of the various Reports 
of the People, how many Abſurd , anddiſ- 
agreeing opinions men declare concerning 
Me. I ſhall only ſay rhis that 'tis the hea- 
vieit Lead that Fortune layes on the Oppreſ- 
ied , that when Calamitous Perſons are 
charg'd with any Crime, they are thought 
ro Deſerve what they Sufler. And I being 
rTemov'd from the Converſation of all Good 
men, being depriv d of my Dignities,wrangs- 
ed in my Reputation, have ſuffer'd moſt 


grievous Puniſhment for Well-doing. And . 


now methinks I ſee the (r) Companies of 
the Wicked flowing in Mirth, and Jollity : 
every leud fellow thinking how he may 


fraine the mpſt pernicious Falſe-Accuſas |; 


(q) 13. The loſs of eftimation with the greatef part, (1) 14. The 
wicked encouraged and the good di[mayed by bis fall, 
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{ tions: Good men caſt down by the Terror 
2 thar falls on them at the ſight of My Ruine : 
every flagitions fellow being excited ro At- 
remyt the moſt horrid Injuries by Impunity, 
to Finiſh them by Rewards : Innocent men 
! beino not only depriv'd of Security from 
Accuſation , bur alſo of all capacity of wa- 
king their Defence. Therefore I cannot 
but Cry our. 


—_— _—— 
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he Boetius complaineth , that all things are £0- 
a | verned by Gods providence , beſide the a- 
0 ' Clionsand aff ayres of men. | 


ſ} 2 Thou , through All the World Renown'd , 
d Þ Father of Lights, who Sitting Still 
ff; OnihyThrmeT wrn'ft the Hea'uns around , 
And makit the Stars Obey thy Will : 
: Now T hoy Command'f th: Moon to Shine 
* MAMeecting with all her Broth:rs Beams , 
3 AMakeing the leſſer Stars repine 
% That he doth ſoobfirnit their Streams : 
: Now ſhe's drpriv'd of that great Light, 


OS 


* dvukes Pale a thropgh ſucy Loſs Forlorn , > 
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And that (a) ſame Star that brings the Night 
Attends bright Phzbus in the Morn. 
| In that Cold Time when Trees are bare, 
| T how dofft cnt ſhort th unpleaſant Day : 
| When Daies are Warm, and fields looke Fair , 
T bow makst th: Nights to fly away. | 
The Coprſe of Times thy Power deth guide , 
So that the leaves which were all tor, 
And thrown away by Boreas's Pride 
A112 Zephyrus maxes to return. 
The Dod-ſtar burns the Corn full rrown, 
Which coole (b) Arcturus would have ſown. 
T her's nothing free from th* Anticnt Law ; 
T hee All things in their Stations ſerve : 
T how keepſt th:m in ſuch conſtant Awe , 
T bat from tvy Rule they never ſwerve : 
Why doft Thou men alone Neg left 
As if they were not worth thy Cave ? 
Why aff Thiu not their Works yeſpett , 
Sothat 7 uſt men no Harms may Fear ? 
why bonld we thus ſee Fuſtice rent, 
And Broken on wild Fortunes Wheele , 
So that ſuch grievous Puniſhment, 
| # As Felous Merit, Good men Feel:e ? 
1 Bat Wicked Manners fit on Hith 
And ſplendid Thrones: they Tread on thoſe , 
 Whohold faft their Inteor:ty , 
And all Baſe wayes will ſtill Oppoſe. 
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(2) The ſame Sax, is the Morning and Evening Star 100 ; at ſever S 
ral tamcs of the year, (Þ) The name of a Star, | 4 
Black + 
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Black Fates obſcure Bright Virtues Face * 
T be Upright man bears that Diſgragce, 
Which bus Vile Foes deſerve. 

No Perjury, or baſe Deceit 

Brings them to Raine : whey they pleaſe 

To wſe theiy ftrength, with Armies Great , 
They Conquer King domes, Lands, and Seas. 
Whoe're Thou art who Ral'ft the Wind, 

Doft All things wn their Stations bol4 , 

Like down at length, and ſee Mankind 

In Tronbles, and Confufton row. 

Of thy Great Worke a Part are we 

T hat may not be Neglefed. Lo, 

How we are Toft in Fortunes Sea, 

Upen the Waves of Varioxs Woe ! 

O MASTER, let thu Tempeſt ceaſe ; 
And as T hou mak#t the Heav'ns Above 

5 To follow thy Commanas i Peace , 

: ſobindthe Earthwith th' Bonds of Love. 
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3 The FrirTm Pros 8. 
! Philoſophy ſheweth that Boetius #5 the cauſe 


of his owne miſery. 


ty Hz n I had breath'd forth theſe 
I Complaints in the Anguith of my 
' XZ Soule She with an undiſturbed Looke nor ar 

b: all 
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| all mov'd with thoſe expreſſions of my Sor-j 
Tow, delivers theſe words : When I ſaw; 
thee Sad, and pouring forth Tears, pre-| 
ſently I underſtood that thou waſt Miſerable, | 
and Remov'd from 7hine (a) own Country, 
bur at whar Diſtance I could not judge rill I # 
found it out by thine own Diſcourſe. Bur ? 
the truthis , thou art not Remov'd from thine | 
own Coumiry, bur haſt Wandred from it. But! 
Ll. If thou wouldſt rather have it ſaid that thou ! 
_C_ NY art Viertly Removed, or Expell'd, Thou} 
= * # thy ſelfe art the Author of Thy Expulſion. 
For truly no other man could ever have had} 
that Power over Thee. For if thou doſt 
Remember the Country from whence thou ! 
Cameſt, Itis nor Governd, as the Athe- 
niens ſometime were, by a Multitude : but } 
Is xiregros iy , ofs Bamaaes; There One Command; | 
Alone , there 55 One King; who Rejoyceth in 
theGrear Company , and not in the Exile 
of His Citizens : To be Reſtrain'd by Him, 
and Kept in SubjeGion to His Righteous} 
Will, is the Greateſt Freedome. Art thou} 
Tenorant that it is a Law of Thy Country | 
thar none ſhall be Baniſht, who Would ra- 


(a);The Poſſeſſion of thy ſelfe , and Ri2)1i reaſon, 


ay => 
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ther 


4 courlſt of by, the nivuths of the common Peo- 


The firſt Booke. 29 


; ther Abideinlc ? For he thar loves to Dwell 
TThere can have no fear leaſt he ſhould De» 


erve to be an Exile. Bur he that ceaſeth 


Sto be Willing to have an Habitation There, 
Zceaſeth alſo to be Worthy of ir. Therefore 
Fl am nor ſo much Mov'd at ihe Lookes of 
Ithis Place, as Iam ar Thine: neither do 
$1 find the want of a Library adorn'd with I- 
Jvory, and with Glaſs; bur of the Seat of 
Jthy Mind. In which ſometime I pur nor 
J Books, burthat which makes Books to be 
*Yof any Value, to wit, the Senſe of my 
J Books. And indeed the things that thou 
J haſt ſpoken touching the Merit of thine En- 
F deavours to Advance the Common Good , 
I are very True : yet 'ris bur little that thou 
J haſt ſaid, in reſpe@ of thoſe many ARGions, 
J thou haſt perform'd upon this Account. As 
4 concerning the Truth, or Falſchood of the 
3 Objections that have been made againſt thee, 
g thou haſt ſpoken things known to all men. 
q Thou haſt done well in that thou haſt bur 
$ lighcly roucht the many-fold Frauds, and 

Wickedneſs of thine Accuſers, ith the ſame 


things are better, and more copiouſ:y diſ- 


ple, 
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ple, who well remember all theſe things.| 
Thou haſt alſo RefleGed with great Severity} 
on that Fat of the Unjuſt Senate : And thou} 
haſt expreſt thy Sorrow for the Blame that] 
has been lay'dupon Me , and thou haſt with 
Tears lamented the Joſs of the good Opini-} 
on that men had of Thee: Ar length thy? 
Griefe brake forth into Indignation againſt 3 
Fortune, and thou didſt complain that ſhes 
does not Deal with men according to their} 
Deſerts: In the Conclut!on thy Raging Maſe) 
expreſt her Deſires that the ſame Peace, 
which Governs Heaven would Govern the} 
Earth alſo : Bur becauſe ſo great a Tumult| 
of diſorderly Aﬀections hath ſeiz'd on thee; | 
and Grief , and Anger ſo Vex, and Diſtrad} 
thee, whilſt thy Mind is ſodiſtemper'd thou? 
art nor fitto receive the ſtronger ſort of Re-| 
medies: Therefore let us uſe Lenitivesa lit-| 
tle while, that what has been hardn'd into} 
a Tumour by a Flux of Sharp Humours, may | 
be firted by the ſofter kind of Applications| 
for the moſt quick, and ſearching Medi-| 
CINES. 
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The SixTtTnuVEeRs s, 


Philoſophy proveth that order #5 neceſſary 
in all things. 


VW- Cancer with Sols Rayes doth burn, 
T hen whoſo truſis his Grownd with Seed, 

Of which it makes him no return ; 

Deceiv'd, He may on Akorns feed. 

If Purple Violets thou wilt find, 

Goe not to th' Wood when Snow, and Froſt | 

Are thither brought by th North-Eaſt Wind, 

And th* Fields have all their Beauty loſt. 

Preſ#not the Branches of the Vine 

1 Spring-time with a greedy Hand , 

If thou deſire to have good Wine , 

Or pleaſant Grapes at thy command. 

Till Autumn Bacchus never brings 

Hs Gifts to Peaſents, or to Kings. 

To ſev ral T imes o'r God Above 

T heir ſevu'ral Duties hath 4ſſon'd : 

Ceurſes Diſtind hee | not approve 

Should ever be together Foyn d. 

Evu'n ſo what 5 done in /uch haſt 

T hat Order due we cann't forecaſt , 


1t will not comme to good at laſt. | - 
The 
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The SIXTH Pao 'Þ 


Philoſophy diſcovereth tbe inward cauſes 
of Boetius hv: griefe. 


VV I L T thou permit nie to try the 
ſtare of thy Mind by propoling « | 
few Queſtions, that I may underſtand what 8 
courſe to rake for the Cure of thy Diirems | 
per. I ſhall Anſwer, quoth 1, to whatloe- | 

ver thou ſhalt be pleas'd ro Aske of me, 
Then ſhe ſpake thus : Doſt thou think thar | 
this World is hurried on in it's courſe by | 
the Agitations of Chance, or meer Calualty, 
Or that ir is Govern'd by REASON? {| 
But, quoth I, never could I entertain ſuch | 
a thought, as this, thar ſuch Certain and | 
Orderly Motions can proceed from Chance | 
and Uncertainty. I know that GOD, the # 
Maker of the Univerſe Sits on High. and | 
Overlooks his own Worke;neither ſhall that Þ 
Day ever come that may enforce me to for- | 

ſake this Truth. Thou ſayſt well, quoth 
the; for what thou didſt Sing a lictle while | 
ſince ſuits well with thy preſent ſpeech: and 3 
thou ? 
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thou didſt deplore Mankind, as Neglected 
by GOD, whilſt All things clſe are under 
his Providence. Thou didſt nor ſeem in the 
leaſt ro doubt of thoſe things; bur that they 
are Govern'd by REASON. Bur truly L 
cannot bur wonder very much that rhou 
ſhouldſt ſtill labour under ſuch a Diſtemper 
having attain'd to ſo great a meaſure of the 


J moſt Wholſome DoGrine. Bur ler us ſearch 


deeper ; 1 conceive that ſomething, I know 
not whar, thouAackeſt yer. Tell me, lince 
thou doſt nor doubt bur that the World 1s 
Govern d by G OD, doſt thou confider al- 
ſo by what Rule He Governs it? 1 hardly 
underſtand , quoth I, the meaning of this 


3 Queſtion, much leſs am I able to give an 
$ Anſwear thereunto. Wasl1] miſtaken, ſaith 
4 ſhe, in thar 1 thought there was ſomething 
3 Wanting; through which Defef, as through 
2 an Ale theſe Perturbations have Crept into 
Z thy Mind? Bur tell me, doſt rhou Remem=- 
Z ber what is the END of things ? or what 
J it 1s that the Whole Courſe of Nature Tends 


unto? T have heard what it is, quoth I, bur 


y >adneſs has much weakned my Memory. 
1 But how knoweft thou from what All things 


GC derive 


We Xe - 
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derive their Being ? I know from what, ſaid | 
I: from GOD. And how can it be that | 
fith thon knoweſt whatis the BEGINING 
of things, thou ſhouldſt be Ignorant of their | 
END ? Bur this is the cuſtome of theſe Pers 7 
turbations , and DiſtraGions of mind , ſuch 3 
is their ſtrength, that they unſettle, and ? 
diſcompoſe a mans Thoughts , but cannot Þ 
alienate him from the proper Sentiments of | 
a Rational Nature. I would have thee give | 
an Anſwear to this Queſtion ; doſt thou Res j 
member that thou art a Man ? how 1s it pos | 
iſible, quoth 1, rhat I ſhould ever Forget | 
this? Art thou able then to rell me what} 
Man is ? Is this the Senſe of thy Queſtion , | 
} whether I know my ſelfe to be a Living» | 
Z Creature Rational , and Mortal? I know, } 
and confeſs thatI am. And doſt thou not} 
know , quoth ſhe, that thou art ſomewhat | 
beſides that ? No. Now , quoth ſhe, I} 
come to underſtand another , and thar the} 
greateſt cauſe of thy Diſtemper , thou fai« | 
leſt of the Knowledge of Thy Selfe. Wheres | 
fore 1 have plainly found out the grounds of 
thy Diteale , or rather the way to recover 
Itty Heaith, For becauſe thou art in ſuch 
Cone 
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Confuſion of mind,by reaſon that thou For- 
cetreſt Who thou art, thou falleſt into this 
extream Anounh, as if thou waſt Fxi/d,and 
Depriv'd of thy Proper Gaods. Forasmucn 
as thau art Ignorant what is the END of 
things thou judgeſt that Lawleſs , and Un- 
codly men are in great Power, and Felict- 
ty. And forasmuch as tho: haſt Forgorten 
by what Rule the World is Gorern'd, thou 
art ſo apt to conceit that rhe manifold Chan- 
ves of Humane Affairs are noi within the 
compaſs of any Government. Great Cau- 
ſes indeed not only of Sickneſs , bur of 
Death itſelfe. Bur Thanks be to the Author 
of Health that Reaſon has not as yet wno!lly 
forſaken thee. We have very £004 grounds 
ro undertake thy Recovery, in that thou re- 
taineſt this Truth rouching the Governance 
of the World, that ir is not ſubje&> to the 
remerity'of Chance, bur to the Divine Wile= 
dome. Therefore ſer thy heart ar reſt. We 
perceive ther's Vital Heat in thee by this 
lirtle Spark. Bur becauſe ir is nor yet a fic 
time for ſtronger Remedies, and ſuch is the 
nature of our Mjnds that as ofren as they 
calt away the Truth they Habituate, them- 
\ 2 ſclves 
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ſelves to Falſe Opinions, from which there 
ariſe ſuch Fames of diſorderly AfﬀeGions, 
'? which Darken the Eyes of our Underſtan- 
+ ding: Theſe Fumes] ſhall endeavour to ex- 
| renuvatewith the moſt fofrt, and gentle Re- 
medies, that the Darkeneſs of the Deceit- 73 
ful Love of Earthly things being done away, 
thou mayſt be able to apprehend the Bright- 
neſs of the True Lipghr. 


The SBveEnTH VnaRSE, 3 
Philoſophy declareth how the perturbations of : 


_ minds do hinder us from the knowledge 
Y of truth. 


” 


— 


He Stars cann + yield their Light, 
Ly hen Clonds keep them from /s oht. E 
Pp fiermy winds d» blow , : 
£nd make Seas 1 bbe, and F low : ; 


ZThat Water which Iookt Fair Z 

£s Brighteſt Dayes, and Clear © Þþ 

£s Chriſtal, Foul d with Mud, ; 
| | Rais d Ly the boyſtrars Floud, 

'& Ci/trutis our Sight. And [0 
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s 3 The River that doth flow 
* From th Hills # oft made ſtay 
\. BB By Rocks that lye i th 'way, 
-. = And if thou Verity 
. AF With a clear Eye wouldſt ee ; 
4 I thouwouldſt find th' Right Way, 
3 And from it never ſiray , 
Caf off fond Foyes, and Fears , 
And Hopes: wipe off thy Tears. 
3 The Mind's with Clouds ore caft, 
- 3 Andwith a Curb held fof, 
3 WhereTheſeour Powers do wa##. 


C42 The 


(33) 
THE 


SECOND BOOK 


OF I HE 
{ onſolation of Philoſophy. 


The Fins T PROSE, 
OF the deceits and inconflancy of Fortune. 


Aft #R this, She held her peace for | 
ſome time ; and when ſhe had gather'd | 
in my Attention by a ſober, and grave dvl- | 
Jence, thus ſhe began: If I rhroughly un» | 
derſtand the cauſes of thy Diſtemper, and | 
The Condition thou art in, thou doſt lan» | 
 guiſh, and pine away for want of thy for- | 
mer Fortune : tis Her Change, as rhou | 
makeſt thy ſelfe to believe, that hath over- | 
thrown the high Scare of thy Mind. 1 uns | 
deritand the manifold Deccits of that Pro»' Þ 
digy, and that ſhe is wont tro ſhew the great» 
eſt Pearneſs , and Familiarity to thoſe, 
whom 


a_ Ae Ee nd 


The ſecond Booke. J9 


whom ſhe hath a mined to Delude, 'till ſhe 
confounds them with intolerable Anguiſh, 
whom beſide all expecation ſhe hath for- 
ſaken , and lefr deſtitute. If thou wilt call 
to mind her nature, manners, and diſerts, 
thou ſhalt underſtand that thou didſt neither 
Enjoy, nor Loſe any Excellent thing in Her 
Preſence, or Departure, Bur, asI judge , 
I ſhall have no hard taske to bring theſe 
things to thy, Remembrance. For whilſt 
ſhe remained with thee, and flatter'd thee 
continually , thou waſt wont to ſpeak Man- 
fully unto her, and to perſecute Her with 


: ſentences brought from the (a) Secret Place 


of my Temple. But a ſydden Change of 


 & Things happens not without ſome Wavering 
 # of Minds. So it comes to paſs thar thou 


; art gone alittle from thy wonted Peace, and 


 & Tranquillity. Bur "tis now time that thou 
_ | ſhouldſt drink ſome Pleaſanr, and Delicious 


thing, which being receiv d will Prepare 
thee for Stronger Potions. Therefore let us 
Z have the Perſwalives of Sweet Rhetorich, 
. 3 which then only proceeds in the Right way, 

| when ſhe forſakes not our Inſtructions: and 


(*) Proformd wiſdome and knowlege, 
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with Her let Muſick , who is one of our 
Houſe-hold Servants Sing Notes ſometimes 
Light , and ſomerimes Grave. Whar is ir 
then, o Man , thar hath caſt thee into ſo 
deep Sadneſs, and Diſcontenr ? I believe 
thou haſt ſeen ſomething new, and unuſual. | 
Doſt thou think that Fortune 1s Changed in 
her Diſpoſition towards Thee ? rhou art 
miſtaken... Thele are Her Manners : this is 
Her Nature. She hath 1ather kept her own 
Cenſtancy in the Murability ſhe hath ſhown 
towards Thee. She was no other than now 
thou ſeeſt Her to be, when ſhe flatter'd, | 
and Decciv'd thee with the Enticements of | 


| $ Y Falſe Felicity. Thou haſt faund our the | 


Deceitful Prerences of this Blind Goddeſs. | 
She that covers Her l{eife with a Vaile from 


the /ight of other meu has ſuffer'd thee ro | 


take a full Viewof Her: and to befully ac- | 
equainted with her Diipoſition. If thou Li- : 


keſt Her, uſe her Manners, do not com- | 


plain. If thou dreadeſt her Perfidiouſneſs, } 
Scorn, and rejea Her, that ſports her felfe | 
rus indoing miſchiefe. For ſhe that hath | 
b1 ought thee into ſo great Sorrowes ſhould | 
have been the caule of thy Tranquillity. For | 
| | ſhe 


Fhe ſecond Baoke,. © ar 
the hath lefr Thee , of whom no man can be 
Secure, but that ſhe will leave him alſo. Bur | 
doſt thou think in good earneſt that that Fee 
licity , which thus paſſeth away, is any 
thing worth? and can any Preſent Fortune 
be Dear unto thee , which gives thee 
no Aſſurance of her Stay, and when ſhe ſhall 
Depart, -will certainly involve thee 1n great 
Anguiſh , and Vexartion ? If we cannot keep 
Her with us as long as we pleaſe; and if 
when ſhe flyes from us ſhe makes us miſera+ 
ble, what 1s ſhe elſe, being ſo ready to 
take her flight, but a Sign of future Cala» 
mity ? For ir is not ſufficient to Conſider 
that which is lay'd before our Eyes. Pru- 
dence meaſureth the End of rhings 3 whoſe 


Y Mutability in either Stare, ſhould make us 
S neither to Fear the Threat 'nings of For- 


tune, nor Regard her Prerences of Friend- 
ſhip. Finally thou. oughteſt ro bear with a 
patient mind , whatſoever 1s done within 


g the Furi/ditiom of Fortune , now thou haſt 


ſubmitted thy Neck to her Yoke. If thou 
wouldeſt impoſe a Law on her , whom thou 
haſt freely choſen to be thy Miſtreſs, ts 


_ ftay, or be gone at thy pleaſure , wouldeſt 


thou 
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thou not be Injurious, and by thine Impa. 
Tience encreaſc the Bitterneſs of that Con- 
dition , which thou art not able to Change? 
If thou ſhouldit commit thy Sailes to the 
Winds, thou ſhouldſt not be carried whis 
ther thou Wouldeſt Arrive, bur whither 
they will Drive thee. If thou wilt ſow thy 
ground, thou muſt make account that ſome 
years are barren, and ſome fruitful. Thou 
haſt ſubmitted thy ſelfe ro the Government 
of Fortune , 'tis bur requiſite thou ſhouldſt 
comply with rhe Humours of thy Miſtreſs. 
Burt doſt thou endeavour to put a ſtop to the | 

| Tanrning of her Wheele? bur, O Fooliſh | 

=. Wan , if ſhe begins to be ConFlant , the | 
#:; , Y) ceaſeth to be Fortune. ; 
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The Fixzsr V BRSE. ; 
Philo/op by diſcribeth the conditions of fortune. : 


V 


Hen mighty things ſhe turns about || 
(a) Euripus Like ſhe ſwiftly flowes; | 


() An arme of the Sea betwixt Plocides in Baatia, and the Ile Ex | 
be, which cs and flowes ſo ſwiftly 7 times in & day, that it carieth | 
ſvips egaiaft the wind,yca the very wiad it ſelfe Pliny lib, 4 

| She 
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She thth moſt dreadful Armies rout , 

and Potent Monarchs overthrowes : 

And Heads caſt Jown fhe lifts on high z 
She hearkens not to ſighs, and groans 

Of men plung 'ddeep in Miſery , 

She fortirres them, and ſcorns their Moans. 
Theſe are Her ſports, thws doth ſhe try 
Her flrength; and 'tis a wondrous feat , 

If in that Houre a man ſhall lye 

Ith' Duſt, in which hzs Power was Great. 


— Es 
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Fortune ſheweth, that ſhe hath taken no+ 
thing from Boetius , that was hs. 


| B Ur 1 would diſcourſe with thee a little 


in the words of Fortune. Obſerve if 


ſhe ſpeaks nor right. O man, why doſt 


rhou thus complain of my carriage towards 


I thee? In what have I Injur'd thee ? what 
3 Goods, that thou mighreſt juſtly call 7 ine 


f own, have we taken from thee ? Ler any 
y man be Judge berwjxt us, whilft thou con» 
| tendeſt with me touching the Pofleſſion of 


Riches, 


J Thy \proper Goods. Thou haſt no juſt 
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Riches, and Dignities: And if thou ſhalt 
prove that any of them do properly belong 
to any Mortal whatſoever, 1 will readily 
grant that thoſe things, which thou defireſt 
ſhould be reſtor'd unto thee were 7 hine ins 
deed. When Nature brought thee our of 
thy Mothers wombe, I tooke thee being 
Naked, and deſtirure of all things , I che- 
riſht thee with my Riches, and , which] 
makes thee now ſo Impatient againſt me, [| 
gave thee the moſt tender , and delicate E- 
ducation, and encompalt thee with the A. 
bundance , and ſplendaur of all things, 

which are in my power. Now 1 think firtoFf 
withdraw my hand; be Thankful as onef 
That has had the uſe of things that are not} 


cauſe ro complain, as if thou hadlſt loſt} 
thar which was 7hine own. Why then doſt}| 
thou ſigh, and groan? Riches , Hanors, | 
and all ſuch like things are in my power: | 
they acknowledge that I am their Miſtreſs: | 
they come, and go with me. I boldly af-| 
frm , thar if thoſe things had been Thane, | 
which thou complaineſt rhar thou haſt loſt, Þ 
thou hadſt not loſt chem. Shall 1 oy 0s : 

IN» # 
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hind'red from the exerciſe of my power? 'tis 


awful for the Heavens to bring forth clear 
Dayes, and to ſhur up thoſe Dates in Dark 


Nights. 'Tis lawful for the Year now 10 


zdorn the Face of the Earth with Flowers 1 


and Fruir ; now to cover it with Froſt, and 
Snow. Tis the right of the Sea, now 10 


looke mild, and calm 3 now tro grow rough 


Ewith waves, and ſtorms. And ſhall rhe un- 


ſatiable Deſires of men oblige Me 1o conſran- 
cy , which 1s ſo contrary to my Manners ? 
This 1s the Part 1 am to AGt : this is the play 
I play continually. I turn rounda Wheele, 


J and make the loweſt, and uppermoſt things 
Sto change their places. Goup, if thou 


thinkſt fir ; bur on that condition that rhou 


£ do not take it for an Injury , if thou be 
2 made tro go down again, when the Play re» 
g quires it. Haſt thou never been made ac- 
Z quainted with my Manners ? haft thou not 
'F heard how Creſws King of the Lydians, but 
'Ra little before very formidable to (a) Cyrus 
J being brought to the Fire, a moſt dolefnl 
BZ SpeGiacle , was ſav'd by Water , pourd 
RE down from Heaven, from the devouring 


(a) King of Perſia, 


Flames ? 
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Flames ? doſt thou nat remember th 
(b) Pauli wept at the Calamity of King 
Co) Per/ſ/ews, whom he had taken Captive! 
what is the loud complaint of Zragedles,bu 
that Fortunediſregards , and overturns the 
happieſt Kingdomes ? didſt thou not learn 
when thou waſt a Boy , that in (d) © Fupi. 
« ters Entry there are Two large Veſſels , on! 
« holding Evil things, and the other Gudf 
& things? what if I have not wholly with. 
drawn my ſelfe from thee? what if this very 
Inconſtancy of mine be a juſt cauſe why 
thou ſhouldeſt hope for Better things! 
However do not repine at thy condition, andfi 
being ſeated in a Kingdome, which is £0- 
vern d by Lawes Common to all, do not 
4 entertain any vain deſires of living by af 
Right Peculiar to thy ſelfe. 


{b) Paulus Aemilius , 4p of Rome, (c) Or Perſes King of M 
cedonia, (d) This us taken out of Homer, Iliad, Vir, 
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The SncondDd VauRs hs. 


Fortune complaineth of the unſatiable des 


fire of men. 


[ F ſo much Wealt h,as th' Oceancaſls up Sand, 
Men could at length obtain: 


Or had ſo many Gemms at their command 


As Hearn doth Stars contain ; 
All this would not ſuffice, but they would ſtill 
Complain, and Covet more. 


C Andif it were Our Great Creators Will 


To adde unto their Store, 

And make their Names with GloriousT itles Sis 
Tet they would ſeem to Want , 

Through Fas voracious Lufts they wouldRepine, 
7 heir Thirﬆy Soules would Pant , 

AndG ape for more, and mare. WhatCurbe cannow | 
T heir Appetite refrain , 


= Sith whilſt they in /o great abundance flow, 


Of Want they ſtill complain : 


He 3s not Rich, who doth himſeife Deplire , 


And thinks that He is Poore. 


The 


nk Fe Conſolationof Philoſophy. 
The Tarrp PROSE. 


Philoſophy proveth, that fortune had been mire 


Favourable, than contrary to Boetius. 


JF Fortine ſhould ſpeak to thee after this 

manner, certainly thou wouldſt hardly 
find a word to ſay for thy felfe. Orif there 
be any thing, whereby thou mayſt defend 
the complaint thou makſt againſt her , thou 
oughreſt ro produce it ; thou haſt liberty ro 
declare thy mind. Then ſaid I : Truly the 
things that thou haſt ſpoken have a fair 
ſhew,and carry with them the Hony of Sweet 
Rhetorick,, and Muſick; they delight us on- 
ly fo long, aswe Arrend 10 their Sound: 
Bur men in Miſery have a deeper ſenſe of 
the Evils that oppreſs them. Therefore 
when ſuch things ceaſe ro Aﬀec the Ear, 
that Anguiſh whichis ſertled in the Mind bes 
comes more grievous. And ſaith ſhe, Tis 
ſo indeed. Forwe do not as yet adminiſter 
the Remedies of thy Diſtempet , bur theſe 
things are. to aflwage the violence of rhe 
Fain , which will not admit our chiefeſt Mes 
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dicines. For we ſhall apply ſuch things, 
which will pterce inro the roote of thy Di- 
feaſc , as ſoon as it ſhall be ſeaſonable. Bur 
that chou mayſt nar reckon thy ſelfe in the 
number of Wretched men, whar, haſt thou 
forgotten the meaſure of thy Felicity ? To 
ſay nothing of this, rnar Perſons of the 
Higheſt Quality tooke care for thee in thy 
Father eſs condition ; and that thou being 
choſen into the Afinity of the Principal men 
of rhe City didfſt firſt begin to be Dear, and 
then to be Near of Kin unto them , which is 
the moſt excellent kind of Alliance. 'Who 
has not Applanded thee, as a moſt Happy 
man , upen account of the Splendor, and 
Nobleneſfs of thy Father-in-law , the Cha- 
ſtiry of rhy Wife, and the Towardly Diſpo- 
ſition of thy Sons ? I paſs by this (for I like 
not to ſpeak of common*rhings) that thou 
didſt receive in thy Yourh thoſe Dignities 
which few Old 'men can arrein unto : it de- 
lighreth me to come ro the ſingular hight of 
thy Felicity. If there be any true, and fo- 
lid Happineſs in the moft pleaſant Fruit of 
Humane Afﬀairs, can the Memory of that 


Day be is our » with'neyer ſo great an 


D INUNs 


:  cheriſht thee, as her Darling. Thou didit 
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inundation of over-flowing Evils ? when 
thou ſaweſt thy ſons being made Con/zls, to 
be brought from thy Houſe with ſo great: 
company of Senators, the People diſcove. 
ing ſo much joy , and gladneſs; when thoſe 
thy Sons ſitting in the Senate-Houſe on their 
Toory- -Chairs, thou didſt make an Oration 
In Prayſe of the King, and deſervedſt the 
Glory of Wir, and Eloquence : when thou 
ſirting between thy Two Sons being Con/ul: 
in the Place call'd Circus, didſt ſatisfy the 
expecation of the Multitude » crowding 
abour thee , with a Triumphal Largeſs, 
| Thou didſt flatter, and deceive Fortune, 
I beleive whilſt ſhe fawned on thee, and 
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gett from her ſuch a Gift, as ſhe never be- 
ſtowed on any Private man. Wilt thou 
therefore'come toa reckoning with For- 
rune? This is the firſt time that ſhe ever caſt 
a froward Looke on thee. If thou conſide- 
reſt the number, and the meaſure of things 
Sad, and things Joyful , thou canſt not de- 
ny but that thou art Happy ſtill, If there+ 
fore thou judgeſt thar thou art not Fortu- 


nate , becauſe thoſe things which ſeemed to 
be 


ka 
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nfl be Joyful are paſt, and gone; ther's no 

off cauſe why thou ſhoulgft think thy ſelfe Mi- 

28 ſerable, ſith thofe things alſo ; which thou 

= apprehendeſt 10 be fo Sad, and grievous 

el are paſſing away. What , didſt thou come © 
[MW forth but lately upon the Srage of this Life ? 

nl doſt rhou think ther's any conſtancy in Hu- 

ef mane Affairs, whereas 'cis ofcen feen thar_ 
vl an Houres time makes an Healthy man re- 

*M turn to the Duſt ? For though the Goods of 

eſl Fortune ſhould remain with us, which ſe]- 

ol dome comes to pats, yet the Laſt Day of 

M our Life would beas it were the Death of 
\M ſuch conſtant Proſperity. Whar matter is 
il ir therefore , whether thou goeft from it , 
tY or it from thee ? 


Et, 


The Tilrew Tun 


Philoſophy declareth, how all worldly things 
decay and fade away. 


V Hen Phzbus, vanquiſhing the Night; 
Or'e th' Skies his Luſtre ſpreads: {| 

The Stars, Abaſht at ſuch great Light, 
DP 2 G 
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Grow Fale, and hide their Heads. 
Now Zephyrus with hu ſoft Breath 
The Rofes hath full blopn : 
T he cloudy South Wind bluſtereth , 
And iraight their Beauty s gon. 
Sometimes the Sea's Still, like the Shore , 
And Radiant, like the Sbies : 
Sometimes the Stormy Winds do roar , 
And BoyStrous Waves ariſe. 
Sith all this World #s libe the Daft, 
= That's Driven with the Wind, 
y hy wilt thou to Mans Fortunes truft , 
Which none ſhall Conftant find ? 
This # a Conſtant Law, can't Alter dhe, 
T hat nothing here ſhall have T rue Conſtancy. 
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 Philofophy proveth , that Boetius zs fill fortu- 


rate, and that no man hath complete happ i= 
neſs in this life. 


'HEN faid 1 , thou ſpeakſt the truth, 
* ONurce of all Vertves, neither can 1 
ny the ſwift courſe of my Happy Daics. 
4 | Pur 
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But this doth moſt vehemently torment my 
ſoule, when I reflec on it, For inall Ad- 
verſity whatſoever 'tis the moſt Unhappy 
kind of Misfortune, To have been Happy. 
Bur, quoth ſhe , what thouluffereſt by thy 
Falſe Opinion, thou mayſt not impute to 
the Nature of things. And if thou art 
mov'd with the empry name of that Felicity, 
which is in the Power of Fortune, thou 
mayſt account with me how much thou doſt 
{t11] retein of it. Therefore if that, which 
thou didſt ever eſteem as moſt pretious in 
the whole Treaſury of thy Fortune, be ſti!] 
by the Divine Providence kepr ſafe, and 
free from all harme, can'ſt thou have any 
cauſe to ſay that Fortune deals hardly with 
thee, whilſt thou reteineſt the more valua- 
ble Enjoyments ? Bur that moſt pretious 
Ornamenr of Mankind, thy Father-in-law 
Symmachs 1s ſtill Alive, and 1n good health; 
and (which thou wouldeſt readily purchaſe 
with the price of thine own Lite ) He, be- 
ing a Man wholly made up of Wiſedome, 
and Vertue, regardleis of the wrongs that 
are done unto himſelfe , beſtowes his com- 
plaints on thoſe, he ſees thee tolufier. Thy 
D 3 Wite 
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Wife is ſtill Living, a Woman Modeſtly In, 
genious, Excelliug in all the PerfeGions of 
Chaſtity, and, that I may briefly compre. 
hend all her Endowments, ſhe's Like her 
Father. She Lives, 1 ſay, and keeps her 
Breath only for thee, being weary of this 
Life ; and, which, I confeſs, is a leſſening 
of thy Felicity , ſhe pines away with Tears, 
and forrow for want of thy Company. Whar 
ſhould I ſay of thy Sons, that have been 
Conſuls, in whom, as in Youths of their 
Ace, there ſhines the Refemblance of the 
Wir of their Father, and of their Grand- 
Father ? Sith therefore it is our chiefeſt 
care to preſerve our Lives, O Happy man 
that thou art, if thou Gdidſt bur know how 
to value thy Condition, who to this very 
day haſt ſo great abundance of thoſe things, 
which no man doubts bur that they are more 
Yretious than Lite 1tſelfe ! wherefore wipe 
off thcſe Tears from thine Eyes. Fortune 
| Has not as yet ſhown her utmoſt ſpight a- 
gainſt thee ; neither has an over-violent 
Tempe#t falled on thee , whilſt thine Anchors 
hol:4 faſt, which do not permit thee to want 
Conſolation for the preſent, nor Hopes to 


ſee 
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ſee Betrer Times. And1I pray, quothl, 
they may hold faſt ; for whilſt they are Fix- 
ed, however the matter poes, I ſhall have 
hopes to overcome the Storme. Bur thou 
ſceſt how my Honors , and Dignitics are di- 
miniſht. And ſaith ſhe, we have Advanc'd 
ſomewhat in our deſign if there be any thing 
in thy Condition , with which thou art not 
diſpleas'd. Burl cannat away with this that 
thou art ſo nice, and tender, who makeſt 
ſuch grievous complaints that there is ſome 
thing wanting , Which thou wouldeſt have ro 
compleat thy Happineſs. For where is the 
man that hath atrein'd to ſuch a ſtare of 
Eaſe, and ſatisfaction, that he isnot in any 
regard Diſcontented with the quality of his 
preſent Fortune ? For the condition of the 
Goods of this World is full of Anxiety, and 
vexation , and ſuch that ir never comes 
whole, and entire, and never can be made 
ſtable, andpermanent. One mari abounds 
in Wealth, bur is Aſham'd of his Ignoble 
Birth. Another being Nobly Born is well 
Known throughout all the Country, bur 
wantingan Eſtare Anſwearable to the Great- 
neſs of his Name, he would rather be hidin 

D Þ+ Ob/te 
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Obſcurity with perſons of the meaneſt Rank, 
This man is both Rich, and Noble, and 
bemoans himſelfe for want ofa Wife. That 
man hath a Good Wife, bur hath no Chil- 
dren, and afflids himſelte with the thoughts 
thar he muſt leave his Wealth to a Stranger. 
Another rejoycing in his Iflue turns his joy 
into mourning for the 11] carrlage 1 .of his 
Son , or of his Daughrer. <o thar No man 
can eallly ſuir his Mind with his own Condj- 
tion. And Jer us moreover con{:der this, 
that the ſenſe of every man that has been 
moſt uſ'd to Proſperity is exceecding ſoft, 
and delicate, and unleſs he can have all 

things at his beck, being unaccuſtom'd to 
any Adverſity , is caſt Cown with every lit- 
tle thing, that goes actois to Nim : of ſuch | 
ſmall moment are ſuch matters, which des- | 
trac from the perfection of the Happineſs 
_ of thoſe men, on whom Forcune has beſtowd | 
her choiceſc Favours. How many are there 
thinkeſt thou who would conceit themſelves 
to be Advanc'd almoſt as high, as Heaven, 
if they could have but a part of the remains 
of thy Proſperity? This very Place that thou 
calleſt Zxileis the Country of the Inhabi- 
ants. 
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| when thou deemeſt itſo to be: And on the 
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tants. Thus nothing 1s a Misfortune, bur 


contrary Every Condition turns into Proſ- 
perity to thoſe , who know how to Diſpoſe 
themſelves in ir. What man 1s thereſo Hap- 
py , bur he would be defirous to change his 
Eſtate , if he ſhould once give way to Impa- 
tience? what bHirrerneſs 1s the ſweetneſs of 
Humane Felicity ſprinkled with ! which if 
it ſeem joyful ro him thar poſſeſſerh ir, yer 
3t cannot be ſecur'd to him for a moment. 
'Tis evident therefore how Wretched thar 
Happineſs is which conſiſts in the Enjoy- 
mentofperiſhing things, which neither re- 
mains with thoſe thar are contented, nor is 


. wiolly delightſome ro perſons of anxious, Ma 


and diſturbed minds. Therefore, O ye 
ſons of Men, why do yee ſeek for True 
Happineſs Withour, which is plac'd Wirhin 
Your ſelves? You are confounded with Ige 
norance, and Wrong Opinions. I ſhall in 
a few words ſhew thee what 1s the Soveraign, 
and onely True Happineſs. Is there any 
thing more Dear, and Pretious to Thee, 
than Thy Selfe ? Nothing , thou wilt fay. 
Therefore if thou canſt have the full Domin- 

lon 
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ion of Thy Selfe, thou ſhalt Poſſeſs that 
which thou wouldeſt never part with, and 
which Fortune ſhall never be able to take 
from thee. And thar thou mayſt clearly 
perceive that True Happineſs conſiſts not 
in thoſe things that are in the Power of Fors 
tune, conſider this Argument: If Bliſs, or 
True Happineſs be the Soveraign Good of 
IntelleAual Nature, neither is that Soveraign 
Good which can by any means be taken 
from us; becauſe that Excells it, which 
we cannot be deprived of ; 'tis manifeſt 
that the Inſtability of Fortune can never 
J bring us into the waies of True Happineſs, 
Moreover he that 1s pufc up with this uncon» 
ſtant Felicity either knowes, or doth not 
know, how Changeable ir is. If he knowes 
it not, what Happineſs can there be in Ig- 
norance, the Blindneſs of the Soule ? If he 
| Kknowes it,he muſt needs be in Fear of loſing, 
whar he doubts not but may eafily be loſt, 
Wherefore the Dread he is in continually 
ſuffers him not to be Happy. Or elſe he 
cares notifit be loſt; Thus alſo ir appears 
to be a matter of ſmall moment , whoſe loſs 
can be ſo eaſily born, And becauſe thou 
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art one of thoſe who know, and are afſur'd_ 


by many Demonſtrations that the Soules of 
Men are Immortal ; and fith ir is fo clear, 
and unqueſtionable, that ſuch Happineſs, 


'or Proſperity, which is in the Power of 


Fortune has it's Period by the Death of the 
Body ; it cannot be doubted, bur if Death 


| be able to deprive us of our Bli/?, All Man- 


kind muſt at length become Miſerable. 
And fith we know thar many a man hath 
earneſtly purſu'd, and endeavour'd after 
Bliſs, or True Happineſs , not only by 
Death, but alſo by great Pains, and Tor- 
ments 3; how can it be thar' this preſent 


Life ſhould be able ro make men Happy, K*© 


the End whereof makes them not Miſera- 
ble ? 
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The FourRtH VERSE. 


Philoſophy commendeth a meane efiate. 


V V Hoſo intends to get 
A firm, and laſting Seat, 
That he may Safety find . 


From 
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From Roaring Angry Wind, 

And ſcorn proud Neptunes Threats 
When all the Shores he Beats ; 


Let him not Build on High, 
Frem looje Sands let him fly. | 
When ſtormy Winds do blow, © \ | 
High Houſes they o'rethrow ; | 
An Houſe can never ſtand by 
Upon the ſliding Sand. Pl 
Tf thou wilt fly the great o 
Dangers of a brave Seat , | F 
Build thy Houſe wery Low, | a 
And on a Rock: Although an 
The Winds their Forces raiſe , tl 
And trouble Lands, and Seas , W 


T hou mayſt their Nojſe endure 
tn thy Low Seat Secure, 
Thy Lookes will till be Clear 
7, hough Stormes difturbe the Aire. 
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The Firru PROS n; 


How riches are neither pretious, 10r Our 0pn. 


TD Ur becauſe theſe ſofr, and gentle Rea- 
| ſonings, or Fomentations of the Mind 
begin to ſink into thee, I think it would 
now be ſeaſonable to uſe ſome ſtronger Me- 
dicines. Well then :- Though the Gifrs of 
Fortune were not ſo fraile , and tranſitory, 
what is there in them that can ever be truly, 
and properly Tour own, and which being. 
throughly diſcover'd what ic is in it ſelfe , 
would not appear to be moſt vile, and deſ- 
picable? AreRiches to be Priz din regard 
of Your Nature, or of Their own? whar 1s 
the beſt kind of Riches? 1s it not Gold, or 
great Heaps of Mony ? Bur theſe things 
make men to be ſincerely Eſteem'd when 
they are given away, rather than when they 
are kept in ſtore: for Covetouſneſs makes 
men Odious, Bounty Glorious. If that 
cannot remain with any man, which paſſerh 
from him to another : then is Mony Pre- 
tious, when, being confer'd on another , 


by 
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by the exerciſe of Bounty , It ceaſeth to be 
in our own Poſſeſſion. Bur if one man had 
All the Wealth in the World , it would 
leave others in the greateſt Poverty. And 
indeed a Voice comes Whole, and Undivided 
ro the Ears of a Multicude of People ar the 
ſame time; bur Your Riches, unleſs divi- 
ded into many ſmall Parts, cannot be con- 
municated to divers Perſons. And hence 
it is, that of neceſſity they expoſe ſuch men 
to Poverty , from whom they come Into the 
Paſefliovn of others O then, how Nar: 
row , and Contracted, how Beggerly are 
thoſe Riches ; which 'tis impoſſible that 
Many men ſhould have Whole, and Entire 
and which cannot come into the Hands of a- 

ny one, without the Impoveriſhing of 0+ 
thers ! Art thou taken with rhe Splendor of 
Gemms; or Pretio ſtones ? But if there be 
any Worth, or Excellency in their Bright- 

neſs, that 1s the Light of thoſe Stones them- 

ſelves, not of Men : which Gemms I cannot 
bur wonder exceedingly thar Men ſhould 
have in ſuch Admiration. For what is there 
that wants a Sozle, anda fir compoſure of 
Members, and Features, which ſhould ſeem 
Beat) 
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Beauteous and Amiable toa R ational Nature ? 
Which, although, as they are the Worke of 
our Creator, and in their own Rank they 
carry with them ſome of the loweſt kind of 
Beauty , yet lith their Quality 1 is ſo beneath 
Your Excellency, do in no wife deſerve 
Your Admiration. Are you Delighted with 
the Beauty of Fair, and Fruitful Fields ? 
why not? For it is a Fair Part of the Fair 


Worke of the Creation. Thus we delight 


alſo to fee how pleaſantly the Sea Lookesin 
a-Calme, and Clear Day : thus we Admire 
the Heavens , the Stars, the Sun, and the 
Moon. What, doth any of theſe Peculiar= 
ly appertain to the ? dareſt thou to Boaſt 


thy ſelfe in the Brightneſs of the Heavens? «= 


Art thou Adorn'd:with the Various Colours, 
of the Flowers , that come forth in the 


Spring, and the Begining of Summer ? Or 


are thoſe Fruits Thine that come forth ſo 
plenteouſly in their Seaſons ? why art thou 
raviſht with vain Joyes ? why doſt thou em- 
brace External things , as if they were Thine 
own ? Fortune can never make that to be 
Thine , which the Nature of Things has Alie- 
nated from thee. The Fruits of the Earth 

Ins 
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indeed are withour all doubr for the Nov. 
riſhment of Living Creatures Bur if thou 
wilt Satisfy thy Need, which 1s all that Na- 
ture requires, ther's no reaſon why thou 
ſhouldſt deſire thar Fortune ſhould make 
thee to 4bound. For Nature is contented 
with a Few, and with very {mall tnings: 
whoſe Fullneſs if thou wilt oppreſs with Su- 
perfluity , that which rhou doſt Force upon 
her, will become either Unpleaſant , or 


thing to Shine in Rich Apparel ? which ifir 
be pleaſaur to Looke on , I ſhall commend 
FE=a_ the Matter of which 1t 1s Made, or the Wir 


'- J of him, that Madeit. Artthou Happy in | 


rhat thou haſta long Train of Servants ro 
wait on thee ? who, if they be Vitious, are 
a Burthen to the Houſe, and a Plague to 
their Maſter : But ſuppoſe them to be Ver- 
tous, how can it be rhat tne Goodnels, ind 
Vertue of other men ſhould be reckon'd a- 
 mongſt Thy Goods? By all that we have 
ſpoken it is clearly prov'd that not one of 
thoſe things which thou accounteſt to be 
Thy Goods is Thy Good indeed. In which 
things if there be not any Beauty to make 


Hurrfaul. And doſt thou rhink 1t a Brave | 


Them |} 
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them ſo Defireable, what reaſon 15s there 
that thou ſhouldeſt either be. Griev'd for 
the Loſs, or Delichred with the Poſleiſion 
of them ? If they are Fair, and Beauteous 
in their own Natnre, what 15 thattro Thee? 
For upon this account they mighr be as 
Pleaſing 3 though thou couldeſt not pre- 
tend to have any particular Intereſt in 
them. For they do not therefore hecome 
Pretious, or Valuable, becauſe they are a 
part of thy Riches ; but becauſe they ſee- 
 & med to be Pretious thou didft defire to ger 
| them into thy Poſſeſiion. Bur, whar would 
' &f ye have, that yce make 16 much adoe abour 
J the things that are in the power of Fortune? 
] ſuppoſe ye would have ſuch Plenty, thar 
yee might not ſtand in Need of any thing. 
Bur the caſe 1s quite contrary with you © 
For you have Need of more helps to keep 
the Riches; you have gotren: And Irueirt 
1s, that they ſtand in Need of Many things, 
who have Many things in their Poſlefſion ; 
and on the contrary they Want very little, 
who meaſure their Abundance by the Ne- 
ceſſity of Nature , not by the Superfluity of 
Ambition, Bur are you ſo yoid of any Pros 
E ' Pery 
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per, and Internal Good, that you ſhould 
ſeeke Your Goods Withour, 1n things remote 
from Your own Nature ? Is the courſe of 
things ſo monſtrouſly chang'd, that a Li. 
ving-Creature deſerving to be eſteemed az 
Divine upon the account of Reaſon, ſhould 
not ſeem unto himſelfe to be ſhining, and 
Illuſtrious , bur by the Pofleſſion of thing: 
Fithonut Life * And indeed other things are 
ſatisfyed with what they have in themſelves: 
but you, Creatures Made after the Image 
of GOD, would fain Adorn Your ſelves 
being of ſo Excellent a Nature, with the 
Baſeſt, and Loweſt things 3 not conſidering 
how great an Injury ye do to Your Creator, 
For He would have Mankind to Excel Al 
Earthly things, but ye Advance the very 
Loweſt of them Above Your own Dignity, 
For if ir be a truth unqueſtionable that what 
ever is the Good of another thing , Is more 
Pretious than that thing , whoſe Good it is; 
. ſith ye concelt that ſuch contemprible , and 
unworthy things are Zour Goods, ye make 
your ſclves by your own Judgement to be- 
eome Znferiour to them : and indeed ye de 


ſerve that fo it ſhould be. For ſuch 1s the 
Na- 
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Nature of Man, that then only he Excells 


all other Creatures, when he Knowes Hims+ 
ſelfe : bur He becomes more Vile than the 


Beaſts thar Periſh , when he ceaſeth ro re« 


tein this Knowledge. For 'tis but the Na+ 
ture of otherCreatures here upon Earth,Not 
to Know Themſelves : bur in Men 'tis Vice, 
or the Corruption of their Nature. Bur 
how great is your Error, who conceit that 
any thing can be Adorn'd with Ornaments 
that are nor It's own. Thar cannot be. For 
if any thing looke Bright, and Glorious 
with that which 1s pur on it, that which 1s 
put on, is Prayſed : bur that which is co 


ver'd therewith nevertheleſs remains in it's 


own Filth, and vileneſs. I deny thar any 
thing is Good , which may become Hurtful 
to him that Poſſeſſeth ir. Am Tour in this ? 
No ſurely, thou wilt fay. Bur Riches have 
often been Hurtful ro thoſe that have had 
them , fith every one that 1s extreamly 
Wicked, and ſo the more Deſrrous of Exter- 


nal things, as Gold , or Pretious Stones , 


thinks hin} only , who hath ſuch things, to 


bea moſt Worthy Perſon, Thou then who 


art now ſo ſollicitous, and fearful of the 
FE, 2 Spear, 
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Spear, and of the Sword, if thou hadfſt en- 
ter*dinto the Path of this Life with an Emp- 
xy Purſe thou mighreſt Sing 1n the preſence 
of a Robber. © Bleſſedneſs of periſhing 
Riches, which when thou haſt obtein'd thou 


ceaſcſt to live in Safety : 


= ORIEL 


The Fizzu Vers. 


Philoſophy commendeth the former age,which 
was free from covetonſneſs. 


Y << the' too happy fathers of old, 
" «phe wealth was the plongh,and the fold! 
& Baſe Luxury ne're could deſtroy 'um , 
_ « FWhyſe fare couldne're ſurfeit, nor cloy ' um. 
« 4 Aborn; or Che/ſnut at beſt 
& With them was an excellent feaſt. 
« Sack, and Sugar their throats ne'ver knew, 
& Nor their backs the Tyrian hue. 
« Onth' graſs they found Innocent dreams, 
« And Nettar in ſweet ſliding ſireams. 
« Then th' Pine ſerved only for ſhade , 
« 4nd not for the Mariners trade. ” 
© TheChinoiſe had no traffick, with Spain 

« For 
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& For their trifles 45 ſlirange, and as vain. 

« Then men might ſleep whole in their Skins 
« Not affrighted with warlike Dins : 

« And Americe thought not upon 

« The greedy, and mercileſs Don : 

« For who could have thought 'emworth killing, 

« When they had not one poore ſhilling 

& To pay for the wounds ſhould be made ? 

« Then Warr was a pityful rrade. 

«<« Would God that our Saints, and Wiſe men , 

« Would be but ſo Holy as Then ! 

« But a Fire more Cruel than Hell, 

« Loveof Wealth, #3 mixt with our Zele ; 

« 0h, what was their bloudy Zele, who "" 
« Sought out the long hidden Peru , Ke; 
& And brought home that dangerous Ore - i W 
« By the Murther of ſo many ſcare, = 
* To make Pay for the Murthring of more? 


F. 6. 
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The SixTtTu PROS An. 
Of dignity and power. 


B Ur what ſhall I ſay of Dignities, and 

Power, which you , being Ignorant of 
the True Dignity , and Fower, do lo high 
1y Extol? If they fall to the lott of Wick, 
ed men, what (a) Ztna with all the Flames, 
it belcheth forth ; whar Deluge thar rageth 
never ſo horribly,did ever make la great Des 
jolation ! Verily, as I ſuppoſe thou doſi 


E YN remember, the Government of Con/als,which 


was the begining of the Roman Liberty , for 
the Pride of Con/u#ls, your Anceſtors had a 
deſire to Aboliſh : who for the ſame Pride 
had formerly Paniſhr the Name, of Ang owt 
of the City. Burif at any time, which 1s 
very ſeldome , Goad men are inveſted with 

Power, and Dignities , what 1s there 1n 

them , thar may give any Satisfaction , but 
the Vertue, andInmegprity of thoſe that uſe 
them? Thus it 1s that Honor doth not acs 
crue to Vertue from Dignities,but to Dignt» 


(+) 1 burning bill ia Sicily, 
nes 
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ties from Vertue. But what kind of Power 
is that which you ſo Prayſe, and Deſire? Do 
you not conſider, O ye Earthly Creatures, 
What Your ſelves are, and What they are, 
whom You are Set over ? Forif amongſt the 
Miſe thou ſhouldſt ſee one to afſume to him- 
ſelfea Power over the reſt;wouldeſt rhou nor 
break forth into Laughter? Burif thou con» 
ſidereſt the Body , what canſt thou conceive 
to be more Weak than Man, whom a Little 
Fly may have ſtrength enough ro Deſtroy ? 
And in what reſpe& can one Man be ſaid to 
exerciſe his Force on another, bur only in 
reſpe& of the Body , and that which 1s be- 
neath the Body, I mean, Fortune ? what 
canſt thou Enforce upon a Soule that has 
Artein'd to it's proper Freedome ? canſt 
thou remove a Mind ſertled upon the Firm 
Principles of Truth , and Virtue, from rhe 
State of Peace, and Tranquilliry ? When a 
(5) Tyrant thought by Torments to con- 
ſtrain a (c) Couragious Man,to diſcover thoſe 
who were Privy toa Conſpiracy made a- 
gainſt him, he bict off his Tongue , and 


(b) Nearchus or Diomedon.(c)Zeno Elcata.S:e Euſch, lib. 10de 


E 4 . Split 
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Spit it in the Face of that Cruel Tyrant, 
Thus did that Wiſe man make thoſe Paing 
the Oppartunity of exerciling his Fortitude, 
wazreby the Tyrant exercis d his Cruelty, 
Bur what is there , which any one can do a+ 
Falnſt another, which he may nor ſuffer 
from anather ? We have heard how (c) Bu 
firis who was wont to Kill Strangers , was 
Slain by Hercules, a Stranger. Many Car- 
thaginians had Regn/us lay'd in Chains ; but 
_noclong after He's Pound himſelfe by thoſe 
wery men , wham he had formerly Con» 
quer'd. And doft thou think that tucha 
Man hath any true Poxer , who 1s not Able 
io to Defend himſclfe, that none ſhall Pre» 
vaile againſt hjm, as he doth againſt others? 
Moreover if there were any Natural, and 
Proper Good in Dignities , and Powers, they 
could never be the Yortion of Wicked men. 
For things ia Repranant will not be Brought 
together. Natwe' forbids thar Contrartes 
ſhould be in one , and the ſame Subjef. 
Thus, fith ir js unqueſtionable 1har very 
oiten leud, and Ungodly men have the mas 
nagement 'of Dicniiies, 'tis alſo manifeſt 


(C, Krgeof Egypt, (a) Marais Attilivs Reg lus a Conſul hr 
(nal 
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that theſe things are not Good in their own. 
Natiir® , which z2dhere to Perſons /o wid of 
Goodneſs Which indeed we may Judge of 
all the Gifts of Forrune, of which the moſt 
Wicked men in the World have the greateſt 
ſhare. Here let us alio confider that no 
man doubreth but that he is Yaliant, in 
whom he ſeeth any YValowy , or Fortitude * 
and 'ris thanifeſt that he is Swift and 4@ive, 
in whom there 1s Swiftne/s, and {Aivity. 
Thus Mafſick makes Muſicians , Phyſich Phys 
ficians , Rhetcrick Rhetoriciaus, For the 
Nature of Every thing ACs according to ft 'S 
Property , nor deth 1t Mix ir ſelfe with the 
Operations of Contrary things, and it Drives 
away Whatſoever is Repugnant thereunts; 


7+” 


Bur neither can Riches extinguiſh the De> ill 


ſires of the Covetows man ; neither can Power 
make a man Able to Overcome Himſeltfe , 
who is Bound; with the Chains of his luſts: 
And Dignity confer'd on Perſons of Baſe 
Inclinations doth not enly not make them 
Worthy men, bur diſcovers them rather , 
and ſhewes them to the World, as ſuch who 
deſerve the greateſt Scorn , and Indicnity; 


You take TFleaſure 16 call Things by Falle, 


E and 
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and Improper Names, which are eaſily cons 
fured by the Effet of the 7 hings themſelves: 
Therefore neither can thoſe Riches, nor 
that Power, and Dignity be Truly ſo Call'd. 
And we may conclude the ſame of all that 
comes from Fortune, in which 'tis manifeſt 
ther's nothing that we ſhould Abſolutely 
Deſire, nothing of Native Goodneſs, ſince it 
neither Joins it ſelfe allwayes to Good men, 
nor doth it make thoſe Good, to whoſe lot 
it falls. | 
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F. Philoſophy declareth by the example of Nero , 
+. that dignities or power , do not make men 
"Better. : | 


0 

| h 
H Ow did(a) He wa#t with Fire,andSword | © 
T he City, and the Senators , - 

ſ] 

N 

k 


Who to h#s (b) Brother could Afford 
No Safety from his Bloudy Force ! 
Who likewiſe his own (c) Mother Slew , 


(+) Net» cauſed Rome to burne for a weeke that be might conceive 
the overibcow of Troy. (b) Biiganzicws to reign alone. (c) Agrippind. 
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And in that Horrid Slaughter Foy'd; 
He did Her Naked Body View , 
And Prays d the Mary He Deftroy'd! 
Tet T has man did All Notions Sway: 
They trembled at his Dreadful Name. 
Could NERO'S Poxer make him Obey 
His Reaſon, and his Fury Tame ? 
| Y OGrievwn Fate ! Abiſs of wee! - "24 
| What Poyſon cann't, the Sword muff do ! 8; 
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The SEvEnTH PROSE, 


_ Of #bory. 


Han n quoth I, Thou knowefſt that .}- 
' have never been Enſlav'd to the Defires 
| of periſhing things : bur 1 was Deſirous .to 
have ſome Matter for my Virtue to worke 
on in Publick Afﬀeairs, that ir might be made 
Known to the World. This indeed, ſaith 
ſhe, is one thing, which ſome Genervad 
Minds, but ſuch as have not yet atrein'd to 
the higheſt pitch of Virtue, may be much 
taken withall, to wit, the Glory or Fame 
| that appertains to Perſons that have-Des« 
E 6 ſervd 
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ſerv'd well bf che Common-Wealth : which 
Fame, or Glory, how ſmall a thing 1t 1s; ang 
of no Importance ar all, thou mayſt Under: 
ſtand thus : Thou haſt learnt by Aftronomi: 
cal Demonſtrations that All the Compals of 
the Earth 1s bur as it were a Point, or the 
Leaft thing-{maginable in compariſon of the 
large Space of the Heavens: thar 1s to ſay, 
if it be compar'd io the greatneſs of the Ce- 
leſtial Globe, it would be judg'd ro have n0 
Space ar all. And of this ſo ſmall a Rezion 
of the World 'tis abour the Fourth Part as 
thou haſt learnt from Ptolemy , which 1s In- 


 habired by ſuch Creatures , which are 
# known tous. If thou ſhajt ſubſtrat from 


this Fourth Part what the Seas; and Marrt: 
fes take up, and the urmoſt Extent of the 
Dry Sands « and Defatrs, there will be left 
bur a very Narrow Space for the Habitations 
of Men. Being then Encompaſt , and Shut 
up wichin the leaſt Part of this Exiream 
Little Parrof the Zniver/e, do you Think 
of Enlarging your Fame, and making your | 
Name Great? Bur what hath thar Glory of i 
Amplitude, and Magnificence that is ſtraitned 


with ſuch Narrow Limits ? Moreover | 
would 


nn 


would have thee to conſider that In the Ha- 


bitable Part of the World moſt Nations Dif+ 
fer very much one from another in theit 


\Language , and in their Difpoſitions , and 


their whole Kind of Life : ſo that by reaſon 
of the Difficulty of ſuch Journeyes, or Vola- 
ges, andthe Diverſity of Languages, and 
the want of all Traffick , or Commerce, not 
only the Fame of Particular Men , but even 
of Great Cities may never come to ſome Na+ 
tions. In the Dajes of Marcus Tullivs, as 
he himſelfe (a) ſomewhere ſhewes , the 
Fame of the Roman Common-Wealth had not 
yer paſt beyond the Mormtain (b) Caucaſus , 
and at that rime Rome was ſo Great, as to 
be a Terror even to the (c) Partbiens, and 
the other Nations thertabour. And doſt 
thou not ſee then how Narrow ; and Strait 
that Glory is , which you labour to ſpread , 
and dilate ? Shall the Glory of a Romen £0 
thither where the Name of ROME coul1 
never arrive? The Manners , and Inſtitus 
tions of Divers Countries do not Agree ; ſo 
that what with ſome men deſerveth Prayſe 


(.) In ſomnio Scipienis, (b) A no:atuine beiwirt Scythia and In- 


fra, (c) People of Afia maigr, 


with 


HE IV 
De] 
- bn, 
Iu 
" L bo SH 
: $: 
PORSoes Gy 
Ny 4 In, 
r” 
Fo 
Aged 
: £7 
- o— 
22% 
; 
of 
LEO 
*\ 


{'%s; 
In 


TO Oh 
iS, Ne” FT ION 
$I; a 
Brings ih, 


ov T he Conſolation of Philoſophy, 


with others is accounted worthy of the 


greateſt Puniſhment. Hence ir comes 19 
paſs that if any one delight to be' Well ſpe. 
ken of, it is in no wiſe convenient for hin 
that his Name ſhould be carryed to Many 
People. Therefore Every man muſt be 
contented with the Glory that is propagas 
red amoneſt thoſe , who are Govern'd by 
the ſame Lawes with himſelfe : and that 
Fame, and Laſting Renown, which they 
call Immortality, ſhall be confin'd within the 
Limits of one Country. But how many 
Perſons of great Eminency in their Time 
had their Names Omitted by the Hiſtorians 
of that Ave ! And what doth ir profit a man 
to be mention'd in Hiſtories , which at 
length together with their Authors fall into 
Oblivion ! But you ſeem tro your ſelves t9 
have Fgotren a kind of /mmortality, when 
you think that your Fame ſhall endure in 
the Generations to come. If thou doſt bur 
compare that Duration to Eternity , thou 
wilt find that thou haſt no cauſe to rejoyce 
in the Long Continnance of thy Name. For 
if we make compariton of One Moment with 
Ten Thouſand Years, becauſe both Spaces 

| have 


- k 
—_————- th oO o—_— a — y—m——_— — ith. 


2 c.c cs oa wee emp JU ou; _ wand wues 


FY F EECSOSIISS NY 


a. net FY 


ad; 


1s 


VE ww ow "3 VDY os FF ow coo# Vt GX = ow 


The ſecond Booke. 79 


have their Bounds, it carries though bur a 
liccle yer ſome Proportion therunto. Bue 
this Number of Years be ir Multiplyed Ne. 
ver ſo much, can in no wiſe be compar'd to 
that Duration , which ſhall never End. For 
between things Finite there is ſome Propors 
tion , but J»finite, and Finite can never 
have any. Thus 1t comes to paſs that the 
Fame which endures for never ſo long a 


Time, in compariſon of Eternity, will not. 


only appear to be very little, but as no- 
thing at all. But you care not tro Do well, 
unleſs for the Prayſe of People, and rhe 


- empty noice of Vulgar Applauſe, and diſ- 


regarding the Excellency of your own Cons 
ſcience, and Vertue , you exped your Res 
ward from the 7alh of others. Obſerve how 
Ingeniouſly a certain man reproves this 
kind of Folly. For when he ſawa conceited 
Perſon, that had through vain Glory aſ- 
fum'd ro himſelfe the Falſe Name of a Pþ7- 
ljopher , to be aſſaulted with many ſharpe 
Contumelies, and Revilings , and he had 
told him that now he ſhould know him to be 
a Philoſopher indeed, if he would bear thoſe 
[Injuries with Meckneſs , and Patience; For 

a little 
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a little while he tooke on him a kind of Pa: 
tience, and Boaſting as it were in the Cons 
tumelics he had receiv d; Doſr thou nor un: 
derſtand ar length, fayth he, that I amz 
P#1loſopher ? Then replyes the other very 
Bitingly ; I had underſtood ir indeed, if 


Fame tro Excellent Men (for of ſuch is our 

diſcourſe} who ſecke for Glory in the way 
of Virtne ; what, I ſay; is Fame, or the 
Glory of this preſent World to them, when 
their Bodies return to the Duſt ? For if 
Death ſcize on the Whole Man ; which my 
. Dodrine will notſufter you io believe,ther's 
# MÞ no ſuch thins, as Glory : lith he who is ſaid 

4 tobe the Owner of it, is depriv'd of his Be- 
jng. Bur if rhe Coule that is cleanſed from 
all Impurity , being deliver'd from this 
Earthly Priſon, Afcendeth into Heaven 
will ſhe nordeſpile all that is done here ups 
on Earth, whilſt ſhe, being an Inhakitrant 
of Heaven , rejoyceth that ſhe is Exempted 
from all Earthly Concerns ? 


thou hadit held thy peace. Bur what jg 
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The SxvEenrH VERS nh: 


Of the Jmalneſs and foortmeſs of fame, 


V VV Hoever thinks that Fearthly Glory #8 
The thing that brings true Bliſs -. 


Let him Conitemplate the Large Skye, and /ee 
Farths ſmall Capacity : 

ith that ſuch Narrow Space Exceed; his Fame, 
Hee'll Bluſh at his Great name. 

Why do Proud Men in vain os cod tobe 
# ree d from Mortality ? ( near 

Thongh their Fame paſs through People fat,and 
And make Whole Nations hear ; 

And though their Houſe toth' HigheſtTitles riſes, 
This Glory Death defpiſes ; 

It fpares not Humble Heads; the Lefty neither; 
Layes High; and Low together. 

Where lye the Bones now of (a) Fabricius ? 
Wher's (6) Cato, or (:) Brutus ? 

Some Letters after Death preſerve their Fame; 


(2) A Conſal of Rome , who made warre with Picchus King »f the 
Eprrotes , by whom bee coald not be corrupted by bribes , and id 
woom be ſext one that offered to, k/l! him. (bv) A noble Romane, 
who nothing could torrugt, (c) The firſt Conſul of Keme , whd 
'frenged Lucretias rapes 


F 7 hat 
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That #s, Their Empty Name. : 


But may we Know Men leng ſince Dead,and gont 


Becauſe thoſe Words are Known ? 
You ſurely (turn'd to Duft) we cannot Anew, 
Fame car't your Perſons ſhow. 
| If you coneeit that 'tis a Life to be 
Mention'd in Hiſtory , 
When T ime deprives you of the Peoples Breath 
That #s a Second Death, 
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The Erxrcurn PROS 8. 
Adverſity more profitable than proſperity. 


B Ur that thou mayſt not think me to 
an Irreconcileable Enemy to Fortune 
Ther's a Time when ſhe deſerveth well 
, men , though ſhe be ſo Deceitful. Towit 
Then, when ſhe ſhewes Her ſelfe , and dil: 
covers what Diſpoſition ſhe is of. Perhap 
thou doſt nor yer underſtand what I mea! 
That which I vehemently deſire to tell the: 
is a Wonderful thing, ſo that I have mud 
adoe to fit Words to the Thoughts I have" 


it, For I Judge that Adverſe Fortune 


mo 


SS hey —_ —_— pany — bmp of — > _ —_ _— "WE 4 I 


it 


The ſecond Booke. $3 


more Profitable for Men, than Proſperity. 
For the one allwayes cheats us with the 
empty ſhew of Felicity , whilſt ſhe ſeems to 
be very Kind: the other is allwayes True 


10 us, Whilſt by her Change ſhe demon=- 


ſtrares her Inſtability. The one Deceives , 
the other Teaches; and Inſtrucgs us : the 
one Ferters the Minds of thoſe that Enjoy it 
with the Allurements of Falſe Goods ; the 
other ſers them at Liberty, by making them 
to underſtand the Vanity of all Earthly Haps= 
pinels. Therefore thou mayſt obſerve thar 


the one is Windy, Looſe, and allwayes 


void of the Knowledge of her ſelfe : the o- 
ther is Sober, Stri&t, and encreaſing in 
Prudence , by the moſt profound Exerciſe 
of Wiſedome ; in the Conqueſt of All Per- 
turbations: Laſtly Proſperity enticeth men , 
and drawes them away from the' Trae Good - 
Adverſity drawes then back to It, asit were, 
with an Hooke. And doſt rhou think rhis 
bur a ſmall thing that this Sharpe, this Hor= 


A 11Þle Fortune makes thee Know who are 


thy Faithful Friends: ſhe harh Diſtinguiſhe 
the Certain, and Doubtful Connrenances of 


Y thy Companions : At her Departure ſhe 


F 2 Care 


84  TheConſolntion of Philo/op hy. 


carryed Her own Friends away with her, 
Thine ſhe hath lefr with Thee. Ar how 

' high a rate wouldeſt thou have purchac'd 
this , when thou ſeemedſt ro thy ſelfe to be 
a Fortunate Man ? Ceaſe now to looke any 
longer after the Riches , thou haſt. Loſt: 
thou haſt found the moſt Pretious Kind of 
Wealth, viz. True Friends. 


Eo ou = f 
The ExicGuTtua VERS n. , 
Philoſophy praiſeth true love and friendſhip. , 


Hat the World fo Conflant # 
1n Alternate Variety , 
. That ſo many Contraries 
Ob/erve their League fo Faithfully , 
T hat the Sweet Day, Queen of Light , 
Sol in his Golden Chariot Drawxes , 
And that (a) Heſperus brings Night , 
That Night is Rul'd by (b) Phebes Lawes, 
7 hat the greedy Sea's reflrain'd 
Lect it's proud Waves ſhould ſeiz the Land: } 


(1) Toe Evening far, (1) The (coo 
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Things thus to each other Chain'd 
Are held by LOVES Almighty Hand 
Who Rules the Heau'ns, Earth, and Seas. 
If He let goe the Reins, they run 
Straight from the ſafe way of Peace, 
And Periſh by Diſſention. 
He keeps Men in Unity , 


He Joyns in League far Diſtant Zone) 


He confirms by Chaſtity 
The Sacred Force of Nuptial Bands : 

He ſhewes True Friends how to robs _— 
That To Love z the Greateſt Gain. _ 

Happy Men, if that ſame LOVE EG 
Which Raigns in Heav'ndid in Tou Raign ! k 
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The FinsST PROSE. 


Philoſophy promiſeth to explicate true 
felicity. 


H s had now ended her Seng, when the £4 
Sweernels of the Verſe had fixed me in |D 
the deepeſt Attention. Therefore after a £0 
ſhort pauſe thus 1 ſpake : O Soveraign Con- | Y 
ſolation of wearied Minds , how much haſt Nc 
thou refreſhed me both with the weight,and W 
importance of the Senſe of this Excellent i 
Son? and the pleaſantneſs of it's Aire ! fo 
that ſor the future I ſhall nor looke on wy-ſ®} 
tclte, as one that wanteth ſtrength _— ha 
| ple 


—_ ik = tHe ct 8 = — OCD 


«Cd 


The third Booke: 87 
ple with any kindof Fortune. Therefore I 
zm not only nor afraid of thoſe Remedies, 
which thou ſaidſt were ſomewhat more 
Sharpe ,' and piercing, bur I vehemently 
defire that thou wouldeſt impart them unto 
me. Then quoth ſhe, I Thoughr ſo, when 
thou didſt ſo greedily receive my werds in 
ſuch profound Silence, and with ſuch ear= 
neſt Artention ; and 1 expected that thou 
ſhouldeſt have rhis Temper , and Diſpoſi= 
tion of Mind, or (which indeed is rather 
the very truth) I wroughtir in thee, Such 
are the things, that remain to be ſpoken of, 
thar when firſt we do but touch them with 
our Tongue, they are very Tart, and Bi- 
ting, bur being receiv'd, and ſwallow'd 
down , they become exceeding Sweet, and 


Delightſome. Burt fince thou ſayſt thou art. _ 


ſo delirous to hear whar I have to ſay, how 
wouldeſt thou be Enflam'd if thou didſt un- 
derſtand whither I deſign to Condud thee ? 
Whither quoth I? To True Felicity , ſaid 
ſhe, which thy Mind apprehends as it were 
In a Dream; but it's Sight being employ'd 
about Images, and Phantaſms, it cannot 
have any clear Proſpe& therof, Then 

F 4 quath 
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and ſhew without delay what is that True 
Felicity. I will do it, quoth ſhe, moſt 
willingly : bur firſt I will lay down in plain 
words that State, and Condirian with which 
thon art moſt acquainted, that caſting thine 


Eye the other way, thou mayſt clearly Di- 
ſcern the Nature of True Happineſs. 


The F ins Tr VERSE. 


Falſe felicity muſt be forſaken, that true 
happineſs may be embraced, 


VYY will ſow his ground firſt he ( free, 

T hat ground fromStons,andT horns muff 
T hat Ceres may | 
Find a plain way. 

Mot ſweet's the Hony, that comes next 

IWhen T aſts unpleaſant have us vext. 

Fe Foy to ſee the Stars Appear 

When Wind, and Rain have left the Aire. 

How Lovely is the Touthful Day , 

hen Lucifer hath chac'd away 

T he diſma! Shades ' Thou, whoſe dull Ey* . 
Cor 


quoth I: Do, I pray thee, as thou haſt ſajq, 
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Could never yet True Good deſcry, _ (clear, 
Lift up thine Head : thine Eye-ſ1ght ſhall be 
And thou ſhalt ſee 
T hat Inftantly, 
To him that Seeks for Truth, Truth ſhall Appear. 


 —_CTED 


The Sn cond PROS n. 


How all men deſire happineſs, but many 


miſtake it. 


"Hun with a ſtedfaſt Looke , recol- 
ledingall her Thoughts into the depth 

of her Mind thus ſhe began : All the Care of 
Mortals, which is exercis'd in the labour of 
various Studies, and Deſigns, Proceeds In 
Divers wayes 3 bur yer it Tends to One,and 
the ſame End, viz. to True Happineſs. 
And that 1s ſucha GOOD, which when 
any wan hath Atrein'd unto, his Deſires 
can go no further. Which indeed is the 
Chiefe , and Soveraign of All Good things , 
and conteineth in itſelfe All the Good that 
15, or ever can be: To which if any thing 


were wanting, It could not be the Soveraign 
Good, 


£5.32 
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| Good, becauſe ſome thing would be lefr our 
of it, which might be Wiſhr or Defir'd. Tis 
manifeſt therefore that Bliſs,” or True Hap. 
pineſs is a Perfe& State conſiſting in the 
Colledion of All Good things into One, 
This State, as we have ſaid, All men defire 
to Attein unto by Divers wayes or Means: 
For there is Naturally in the Minds of Men 
a Deſire of the True Good, bur Error draws 
them aſide to things thar have bur the meer 
Shew, or Appearance of Good. Some there 
are who believing that it 1s the Soveraign 
Good, to want nothing, endeavour with all 
their ſtrength ro Heap up Riches : but + 
thers, judging that to be the Soveraign Good, 
which is moſt worthy of Yeneration , endea- 
vour by the getting of Honors ,- or luitriouw 
Titles, to render themſelves Yenerable to 
their own Country-men. Others there are 


that hold the Soveraign Good to conſiſt in the 


Greateſt Power, or Dominion. Theſe men 
would either Raign themſelves, or they en- 
deavour to be Next to Him that holderh the 
Scepter. And it ſeemeth to others that Gl4- 
ry, or Renown is the Soveraign Good, Theſe 
make all poſſible ſpeed to get a Glorious 

Name 
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Name by the Arts of War, or Peace. Bur 
che greateſt Number of men meaſure the 
Fruit of Good by Joy, and Mirth. Theſe 
think it the moſt Happy State to overflow 
withPleaſure. And ſome there are thar ex- 
change the Ends, and Cauſes of theſe Goods 
(viz. why they Deſire them) one for ano» 
ther: as they , who deſire Riches that they 
may attein to Power, and Dignities, and 
have all the Means of enjoying ſuch Carnal 
Pleaſures , to which they are moſt inclin'd : 
or they , who would fain be in Power thar 
they may get Money, or a Great Name. 


Totheſe, and'fuch like things is the Bent , lynn 


or Intention of Humane AdGions and Deſires: 
Nobility , and the Favour of the People 
ſeem toProcure an /luftrious Name: A Wife 
20d Children are defir'd for the Pleaſure, 
and Delight men hope to receive fram them. 
But as for Friends, which are the moſt Sa« 
cred kind of Goods we do nat judge of them 
as apperteining to Fartyne, but tro Yirtze. 
But now 'tis eaſy to apprehend haw the. 
Goods of the Body are refer d to the things 
above mention'd. For Strength, and Great- 
nels of Body icem to make us capable of the 

moſt 
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moſt Manlike Exerciſe ; Beauty , and Ai. 
vity bring large Prayſes ; Health firs a man 
for the Pleaſures of the Body. By All theſe 
things 'tis manifeſt that True Happineſs is 
that which men Chiefly, and Principally 
Aim at. For that which every man deſi 
reth before all other things he judgeth to be 
the Soveraign Good. But we have concluded 
the Soveraign Good to be Bliſs, or True Hap. 
Pineſs. Wherefore that State, or Condi- 
tion which every man deſireth before all 0- 
ther things , he judgeth tro be his Bliſs. 
Therefore thou haſt now lay'd before thine 
Eyes allmoſt the whole Form, or Model of 
Humane Felicity , Riches, Honors, Power, 
Glory , Pleaſure. Which things Zpicurw 
confidering ſeverally, and apart one from 
another, he judged the Soveraign Good to 
be Pleaſure, becauſe all thoſe other things 


| ſeemtobring Pleaſure, and Delight to the 


Mind. Burl return to the Studies, and 
Endeavours of men : whoſe Mind notwith- 
ſtanding, though their Memory be ſo weake, 
and dull, ſtrives to regain the Poſſeſſion of 
the Sozeraign Good, bur it is likea Drunken 
man, who Miſtakes the Path that leadeth 

| | £9 
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to his Houſe. For what, do they ſeem ro 
bein an Error , who would fain Arrive to 
ſuch a State, that they may no longer ſtand 
in need of any thing ? Bur there is nothing 
that ſo much perfeats True Happineſs, as 
the Abundance of All Good things, which 
wants not any thing foraign , and Extrin- 
ſecal to it's own Nature, and is in itſelfe 
All-Sufficient. Are they miſtaken who judge 
that the Chiefe Good is that, which is moſt 
Worthy of Yeneration? In no wiſe. For 
that is not vile , or contemptible , to ob- 
tein which, 1s the Aim, and Zntention of All 
Mankind. - Is not Power to be reckon'd in 


the number of Good things ? what ? 1s that 


feeble and without ſtrength , which 1s un+ 
queſtionably ro be prefer'd before All things 
wharſoever? Is Glory , or Rerown ro» 
thing-worth ? But ir cannot be but thar 
whatſoever is moſt Excellent ſhould be alſo 
moſt Glorious. To what purpoſe ſhould/l 
lay that True Happineſs cannot be Anxious, 
or Sad , or Subjed to any kind of Sorrowes, 
and: Perplexiries ; fith in the leaſt things 
That is Deſir'd, the Having and Enjoying 
whereof is Delightſome. For this reaſon 

. do 
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do men Deſire Riches , Dignities , King. 
domes , Glory , and Pleaſures , becauſe 
they believe that by them they ſhall Atrein 
a State Sufficient, Venerable, Powerful, 
]lluſtrious , and full of Pleaſure, and De- 
light. 'Tis GOOD therefore which men 
Aim at 1n their various Studies, and De- 
ſigns : the Force of Nature we may per. 
ceive in this , that although the Opinions 
of men are ſo various, and Dilagreeing, yet 
- they all Conſent in Chooling GOOD, a; 
the Znd of their Actions. 


The Sn conDo VERSE. 


How nature cannot be wholly changed. 


& Ow the SFrifÞ Reins, of all things guided are 
Kh By powerful Nature, as the chiefeft canſe, 
& And how ſhe keeps with a (oreſceing care 
& The ſpacious World in order by her lawes , 
& Ana to ſure knots, which nothing can unty , 
*« By her ſtrong hand all Earthly motions draws : 
« To ſpew all this we purpoſe now to try 
* Our pleaſing Verſes, and our IMuſick's ſound. 

 * Although the Lybian Liens often li 
- TY 46 5 
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u Gentle, and tame in willing ſetters bound , 
« And fearing their incenſed maſters wrath 


« With patient lookes endure each blow, and wonnd * 


« Ter if their jawes they once in blond do bathe , 

& They gaining courage with fierce noyſe awake 

« The force, which Nature in them ſeated bath 

« Aud from their necks the broken chains do ſbake , 
& They he who once thougbt be had made them tame 
* Falls the firſt prey unto their raging flame. 

& The Bird ſhut up in an unpleaſing. cage 

« Which on the lofty Trees did lately fing , 

« Though men her want of freedome to aſſwage , 

&« Should unto her with careful labour bring 

« The ſweeteft meats, which they can beſt deviſe 5 

« Tet when on tops of houſes fluttering 

« The pleaſing ſhadowes of the groves ſhe ſpies, 

& Her hated food ſo: [catters with her feet , 

& And diſcontented to the woods ſhe flies , 

* And there delights to tune her accents ſweet. 


— 
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The TuikDd PROSE. 


That true happineſs rafts not inriches; 


Q Earthly Creatures , ye have ſome 
kirid of Perceivance of THAT from 
which you deriv'd your Being , and of the 


_.END for which you were Made ; though | 'r 


be very dull, and confus'd as it were ina 
Dream ; and therefore the 4im, or Intention 
of your Nature leadeth you to the True Good, 
and many Errors carfy you out of the way 
tolr. For confider whether thoſe things, 


on” N x by which men think they ſhall Artein to True 
E* # Happineſs, will ever bring them to the End 


they dehien , and propoſe th thenielves, 
| For if Mony , or Honors ; and thoſe other 
things afore mentioned could put us into 
a Conditiori, to which no Good thing could 
ſeem to be Wanting , we would grant thara 
man might be Happy by the obreining of 
thoſe things. If they cannot Performe that 
which they promiſe, Wanting many Goud 
things, is it not manifeſt that rhey have but 
the Falſe Shew of Felicity ? 1a the fuſt 

place 
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place therefore I aske. Thee , who not long 
fince didſt abound with Riches : In the. 
midſt of that Abundance didſt rhou never 
fecle any Anguiſh , or Diſturbance of mind 
ariſing from a ſenſe of the Injuries thou 
didſt ruffer ? I cannot remember, quothT, 
that I was ever in ſo comfortable a Condi- 
tion, bur that I had allwayes ſome Trouble, 
or other. And was It not cither becauſe 
ſomewhat was Wanting, whici thou would- 
eſt not ſhould be Wanting; or that ſome- 
whatwas Preſent , which thou weuldeſt nor 
ſhould be Preſent? This is the caſe, quoth 
|. Therefore thou didſt Defire ro Have 
the one, and to be Free'd from the other. 
Tis confeſt , quoth I. But every man 
Lacketh that which he Defireth. He doth 
ſo, quoth I. Bur wholo Lacketh any 
thing , has he Attein'd ra a State of Syffci- 
ecy ? In no wiſe, quoth 1. Therefore 
whilſt thou didſt moſt Abound with Riches, 
didſt thou ſuſtein rhis Inſufficiency ? whacr 
elſe, quoth 1 ? Riches. therefore cannor 
bring a man to ſuch a Stare thar he ſhall nor 
ſtand in Need of any thing; and it was this, 
which they ſeem'd ro Promiſe. ButT think 
G that 
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that this is moſt worthy of Conſideration: 
Thar Mony hath nothing in it's Nature of 
ſuch Power, and Efficacy , that ir may not 
| be taken away from thoſe thar Poſſeſs it. ] 
confeſs it, quoth I. How ſhouldſt thoy 
not confeſs it, ſith we ſee it ſo frequently 
that the Poſleſſors are depriv'd: of their 
Wealth ? For what is the ground of ſo ma- 
ny complaints that are made before the 
Judges , bur that men endeavour to regain 
the , To that hath been taken from then 
by Force, or by Fraud? 'Tis ſo, quoth 
I. Every man therefore, ſaid ſhe, will 
ſtand in Need of ſome Aid from withour, 
by which he may Poflefſs his Mony in Safety. 
That cannot be deny'd, quorh I. Buthe 
would have no Need of any ſuch Aid, or 
Aſſiſtance , if he had no Mony that might be 
taken from him. That is unqueſtionable, 
quothT. The matter then falls out quite / 
contrary to what vain men expeG : for 
thoſe Riches , which were thought ro make 
a man Safficient , render him the more Ne- 1 
ceſitous, making him ro ſtand in Needoly , 
ſuch External Aid, or Aſſiſtance , which of 
therwiſe he might well be withour. n 
on 
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3 | how can Riches drive away Indigence ? Do 
Df nor Rich men ſuffer Hunger , and Thirſt? 
NF Do not the Limbs of Mony'd men feel Cold 
l in the Winrer ? But Rich men thou wilt ſay 
UN have wherewith they may Satisfy their Hur- 
ly zer, wherewith they may Eaſe themſelves 

Ty of 74irff, and Cold. Bar thus they may 

" have ſome Conſolation in their Tndigence , 

but they cannot be wholly free'd from it. 

Wherefore if Wealth cannor remove [ndi- 

zene , and doth in many reſpedcs encreaſe 

it, can there be any reafon that you ſhould 

believe that all che Riches in rhe World can 

produce Safficiency? 


_ EY —_—T__— PR = —_ 
—— _ 
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The TurinadVarss. 


How riches affli# their poſſeſſurs i fe, ant 
for/abe them in death, 


; 5 fra yb be that Lowes theWorld's vainWealth bad All 
Geld that (a) 
And bad an raya » in in bis Stall 

To Plow Ine ample Fields : 


Wl (2) A river whoſe [ends mo to be gold, 


=... _ 
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Tet whilſt be lives Care would Bow down bis Head: 
N or would his Wealth Availe him when be's Dead. 


—— 


th. 
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The FouxTu PxOSs B. 


T hat true hbatpineſs conſiteth not in dig» 


nities. 


Ur Dignities render a man Venerable, 

Is there that Power, and Efficacy in 
Magiftracy , or Civil Authority , that it may 
engraftYirtue in the Minds of thoſe that uſe 
it, and driveaway Vice ? Bur 1t1s wont not 
to drive away Wickedneſs, but rather to 
make it more conſpicuous. Hence jr comes 
to paſs, that our Indignartion is ſo ofcen 
ſtir'd, ro ſec the moſt Wicked men inveſted 
with Fower , and Dignities. For. which 
cauſe (a) Catrullus calls (b) Nonius though 
| firring in the Con/uls Chair (STRVMA) 
an /mpoſiume. . Seeit thou not how great 
diſgrace Dignities bring upon Perſons of 


(a) A famous Poet of Verona, (b) A wicked Romave bis fir name 
was Struma which the Poet W:ityly playd upon, Plin, lib. 37: 


Tal, Hiſt, 
| Baſe, 
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Baſe , and Unworthy Diſpoſfitions ? Bur 

their Unworthineſs would leſs: appear, if 

they had no Honors to make them Zminent. 
Couldſt thou be ſo wrought on by ſo many 
Dangers, as to be willing ro bear Office 
with Decoratws, when thou didſt diſcover 
in him the Mind of a Baſe Fellow, and an 
Accuſer of Honeſt men? Bur if thou ſhouldſt 
ſee a man endued with Wiſedome , 1s it poſ- 
fible thou ſhouldſt not think him Worthy ei- 
ther of Reverence, or of the Wiſedome 
with which he is endued ? 'Tis not poſlible. 
For Virtue has Dignity of it's own, which 
it cannot bur transfuſe into thoſe, which 

Join themſelves unto ir. Which becauſe 

Popular Honors cannot perform 'tis mani- 

feſt they have not in them the Beauty of 
True Dignity. This ought to be very much 
thought on:for if every man be More Abjec, 
and Deſpicable for being Contemn'd by a 

Greater Number of Perſons, ſich Dignity 

makes-not Wicked men Reverend, tis mani- 

feſt thar Shewing them to More People ; ir 

makes them.to be More Deſpis'd. Bir 

Wicked men are reveng'd on Dignities , by 
Defiling them with their own Impurities, 
G 3 by 
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by which they are ſo expos'd to Diſgrace. 
And that thou mayſt acknowledge that True 
Reverence cannot be obrein'd by theſe Sha. 
dowes of Dignity; If any man that has been 
never ſo often Con/ul ſhould come amongſt 
Forraign Nations, would his Honor render 
him Venerable to thoſe Strange People? 
Burt if it didappertain to the Natureof Digs 
nities to make men Reverend or Venerable, 
they would not ceaſe ta perform this Office 
in any Nation whatfaeever. As Fire through 
out the whole World never defiſts from it's 
Heat. Bur becaufe this doth not appertain 
to their Nature, bur is faſtned on them by 
the Falſe Opinion of men, they vaniſh pre» 
ſently, when they come amongſt thoſe, 
who do not eſteem them tro be Dignirties, 
| Bur this amongſt Forraign Nations. _ But a» 
 moneſt thoſe, with whom rhey have their 
Begining , do they allwayes Endure ? The 
Office of a Pretor was in Times paſt a Great 
Power, but now it is bur an. empty Name. 
In Times paſt he that was to Provide Corn 
for the People was eſteem'd ta be a Great 
Man, Now what is more contemptible 
than ſuch an Office ? For, as I ſaid a litile 

before, 


and nothing-worth; what Beauty is in them 
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before, that which hath not any Beauty in 
it ſelfe , bath ſometimes a kind of Luſtre , 
ſometimes none, according to the Opinion 
of thoſe that uſe it. If therefore Digniries 
cannot make men Venerable , if when 
Wicked men are Inveſted with them, they be- 
come oordid, and Odious ; if by the change 
of Times, they loſe their Splendor; if by 
the eſtimation of People, they become vile, 


that they ſhould be Defir'd ? much leſs have 
they any to beſtow on others. 


——— 


The Fourru VEeRrss. 


How Nero being moſt wicked, was in great= 
eſt dignity. 


”F' Hough Nero wvaunt his Royalty 

With Scarlet, and with Pearles Adorn'd, 
Tet in his Pompous Luxury 
Is He of all men loath'd, and ſcorn'd. (man 
The Conſuls Chairs (hereby Di/gras'd ) T his 
So full of Vice had in his own Difþo/e : 
Who then will ever think that Honor can 
Make Happy, which fo Vile aWretch Beftowes? 
G 4 - 
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The Firrn Pros. 
Of Kings and their favorites. 


{Sg may Kingdomes, and the Favour 
of Kings make a man Powerful ? How 

nor, when their Felicity endures for ever? 
Bur Antiquity is full of Examples, and ſois 
our preſent Age, how rhe Feliciry of Kings 
has been turn'd inco Calamity. O glorious 
Power, which proves ſo Unable ro preſerve 
zrſelf ! If the Power of Kingdomes he the 
Cauſe of Happineſs , doth it not leſſen Fe- 
Jicity, or hring in Miſery, if in any partit 
be DefeRive ? Bur although Humane En- 
Pires be ſtretchr never ſo wide, Every King 
wuſt acxnowledoe that there are many Na- 
tions without the compals of His Domnt- 
ons. Bur where thar Power can reach no 
further that makes men Happy , there en- 
ireth that Want of Power which *makes 
them Milerable. Thus Kings of neceſſity 
have a larger portion of Miſery, than of 
Felicity. A certain Tyrant, that had ex- 
PETIEne. d the Panger of his Eftate , fer 
forth 
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forth the Fears thatare incident to Crowns, 
and Scepters by the Terror of a Sword hang- 
ing over a mans Head, What kind of Pow- 
er then ſhall we account this , which cannor 
drive away the moſt Biting Care, and Sol» 
licitude, which cannot avoid the continual 
Prickings of Dread and Horror ? They 
would fain live Securely , but Cannor, and 
yet they Boaſt of their Power. Doſt thou 
judge that man to be Powerful, whom thou 
ſeeſt ſo Unable to do what he would ? Doſt 
thou judge him to be Powerful, who 1s en- 
compaſt with a Guard ? who is continually 
in fear of thoſe , whom he keeps in Awe? 
who depends upon his Servanrs to make him 


ſeem 1 be Mighty ? For what ſhall I ſay of 


the Favourites of Kings , fith I ſhew that. 
the State of Kingdomes is ſo weake, and 
tottering ? who ſometimes Fall by the Dif- 
pleaſure of their Kings, ſometimes their 
Kings, and themſelves are involv'd in the 
ſame Ruine. MNero enforc d his Favorite Se- 
feca from whom he had receiv'd ſo many 
good Inſtructions, ro make choice of his 
own Death. Papinianuswho had borne great 
way a long time amoneſt the Courtiers 4n- 

toninus 
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toning caus'd to beflain with the Sworg; 
of his Souldiers. But both theſe men woulg 
have relinquiſht thejr Power : Seneca en 
deavour'd to deliver up all his Riches to 
Nero, and to betake himſelfe to a Retired 
Life. But whilſt their Fall is haſten'd by 
their own Weight, neither of them could 
accompliſh his deſign. What ſhall weſay 
then of ſuch Power, as this , of which they 
are Afraid that have it , and when thou 
wouldeſt retein it, thou art not Safe, when 
- thou wouldeſt lay it aſide, thou knoweſt not 
how to be rid of it ? Canſt thou expe Safe- 
ty from ſuch Friends , whom Fortune nat 
Virtue has given thee ? Bur that man whom 
Proſperity has made a Friend , Adverfity 
will make an Enemy. And what more per- 
nicious plague can there be, than an Ene- 
my that has gotten inte an atimacy with 


us? 


a os I, ©” IX vm V -- q%@ 4a. % ou, ELm_S 


The third Books. 


The Fivxrnu VARs 8, 


True power confifleth in conquering our owne 
paſſions. 


H E that will Great, and Powerful be 
Let him obtein the Vifory 

Or'e the Fierce Motions of bis Mind , 

To Peace, and Gen'rous Love Inclin'ds 

And let him Manfully Diſdaign 

To yield his Neck to Cupids Chain. 

For though both th' Indices were His own 

And All the world Admir'd His T hrone , 

Tet 'tis nat Power, that Cannot Free ; 
The Mind from Black, Anxiety 

Enlarging it from all Reftraints , 

And put an end to all Complaints. 


—— —_ —— — 


The Sixtu PROSM. 
That true happineſs conſiffeth not in glory. 
B Ur Glory, many times how Deceitful, 


and Baſe 1s it? ſo that the 7; ragedian 
_ had 


oc. 
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had juſt cauſe to cry out *Q fe, Ste wel 
iN berrmariur rt Blomy ay noms pbgar | 


«O Glory,Glory, thou art ſuch a Cheat G reat, 
«That thouſands, who are Nought by thee ſeen 


For it often comes to paſs that Many men 
get a Great Name only by the Falſe Opini- 
ons of the People, than which what can we 
ever conceive to be more Baſe, and Deſpi. 
cable? For they who are Prayſed without 
their Deſert muſt needs Bluſh ar rheir own 
Prayſes. And if their Applauſe proceed 
from their Merits, yet what can It Add to 
the Conſcience ofa Wiſe man , who mea- 
ſures nor hz» Good by the Rumour of the 
People, bur by the ſoundneſs, and Inte- | 
grity of his own Conſcience ? If 1t ſeema 
Brave thing to Spread, and Enlarge a mans 
Name ;. it followes that ir muſt be judg'da 
Baſe thing not to Enlarge it. Burt ith , as 
I ſaida little before, there muſt needs be 
Many Nations, which the Fame of one man 
can never Extend unto, it comes to pals 
that he whom thou eſteemeſt to be Glorious, 
in regard of the preateſt part of the Earth, 
js Obſcure , and Inglorious. Amongſt theſe 
things 
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things Ido not think the Favour of the Peo- 
ple worthy to be mention'd , which neither 
proceeds from Judgement, nor ever be- 
comes Firm, and unalrerable. And now 
who does not ſee that the Name of Nobility 
js vain , and inſignificant ? which if ye re- 
fer to Glory , or Renown , it muſt be con» 
fider'd that it is mot Thine own. For Nobili= 
ty ſeems to be nothing eſe but the Pray/e of 
Anceftors procur'd by their Merits, Ifir be 
Prayſe that makes Renown, or an luftrie 
ous Name, they muſt needs have the Re- 
nown, who are the Perſons Prayſed. Where» 
fore the Renown of Others make Thee nor _ al 
NluFriows,if thou ſhineſt not with the Bright» f _. = 
neſs of any Merir of Thine own. If there Sy 
be any Good in Nobility, 1 judge it to be on= * 
ly this, that it ſeems © 7here 3s a. Neceſſity 
« impos d upon thoſe that are Nobly Born not to 
« Degenerate from the Virtue of their Alte 
ceſtors. 


The Si1xrnVEns yn. 
How nll, but wicked men , are noble. 


A Ll Sorts of Men from the ſame Stock ariſe , 
A Ailthings bave One Original : 
T be Loyd of Lords, who Dweils Above the Skies , 
: Did mwke them, and Preſerves them All. 
T boſe Brams, wherewith%he Sun hath ever Shin'd, 
He gave, and on the Moon confers | 
Thoſe ſplendid Horns : and tothe Earth Mankind 
He gave, to th* Firmament the Stars, © 
He did font up within theſe Clods of Earth 
The Sonles, which He brought from on Fhgh, 
We ſee then that All Men derive their Birth 
 Fromth' Only True NOBILITY. 
Why do you Boaſt of your Larye Pedigree ? 
1f men conſider whence they came , 
| That their Deſcent « from the Deity , 
| None ongbt to ſaſſtr the leaft ſhame, 
ls 5f be were in" Barn, fuh All 
XMay boldly Cal 
GOD Father, but thoſe, who Deny 
Thas He u ſo By their Impiety. 
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The SnuvantuH PROS A. 


That true happineſs conſiſteth not in pleas 


ſure. 


Ur what ſhall I ſay of the Pleaſures of 
the Body , the Deſire whereof is full of 
Anxiety , the Full-filling of ſuch Defire 
brings the greateſt Anguiſh, and Remorſe ? 
what Grievous Diſeaſes , what intolerable 
Pains do thoſe Pleaſures bring to the Bodies 
of thoſe that enjoy them, as the Fruir of 
their Iniquity ! What Joy may be had in 
ſuch Motions , as they call Pleaſures, I 
know not. But whoſoever will remember 
Luxurious , and Diſſolute PraGices, ſhall un« 
derſtand that the Iſſues, and Events of ſuch 
impure DeleGations are very Sad , and de» 
plorable. If ſuch Motions of the Body 
could be the cauſe of Happineſs, there is 
no Tealon , why Beaſts alſo might not be 
ſaid to be Happy; ith their main Bent, and 
Intention 1s to ſatisfy the Appetite of the 
Body. The Delight that ariſeth from the 
Enjoyment of Wife and Children is indeed 
a moſt 
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a moſt Honeſt, and commendable thing: 
but it hath been ſaid that a certain man, [] 
know not who, found it was Natural to his 
Sons to * Bear their Father. How Biting, 
and vexatious the condition of Children is 
for the moſt part, rhou haſt need to be Ag. 
moniſhr ; ſith thou haſt nor had Experience 
thereof, neither art thou ar rhis time 1n any 
Anxiety upon thataccount. I approve the 
Judgement of my Furipices , who ſaid that 
he who hath no Children is Happy in his 
Misfortune. 


Vide * Ariftotelis Ethic, L. $, C. 6. 


The SEVENTH VARS 8. 


'' That there #5 no pleaſure without paine. 
x i Hu 'tu, that Senſual Pleaſures do. 

'® They make men Joy in their own Wat, 
Andlike the Bee, that ſoon takes wing , 
Whoever ſucks their Sweets, they Sting , 
And fill the Heart with Pains, that laF, 
Then all thoſe fooliſh Foyes are poſt. 
| The 
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The ErGtH Phot E. 
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Hhw all temporal end; are mixed with evil, 
and are /Mraltt in themſelves. 


: +5 cannor be Jab then © bile that 
7 Theſe are not the right wayes to Trie 
» | Happineſs, neither can they bring any man 
© | thither , Whither they promiſe ping him 
; || ar laſt. Bur with whar Miſchiets they a- 
bound I Thall ſhew thee ina few words. For 
what! Wilt thou endeavour t6 cather Ri- 
ches? thou muſt take them from hitn thar 
| | hath them. Art thou Deſirous of Dignities ? © 8 
thou muſt make Supplication to ſuch a one, Kia 
who can Beſtow them ; an4 thou who ſtri- * 
veſt ro go before others in Honor, wilt be-= 
come Vile, and comemptible ty ſhewing 
thyſelfe ro be a Perſon of ſo Low a Spitit as 
to Beg for it. Is it Power ; that thou 
woaths have ? By the Treacheries of thoſe 
whom thou keepſt in Awe thou ſhalr be ex- 
pos d to many Dangers. Is it Glory thar 
thou Aimeſt at ? rhouw ſhalt be hutried 
through all manner of Hardſhips ; and ne- 
HB | ver 
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ver be in Safety. wouldſt thou lead a Vo- 
luptuous life ? but who does not ſcorn, and 
deſpiſe one, that is a Slave to that moſt vile, 
and fraile thing, the Body ? they that boaſt 
of the Goods of the Body , how ſmall, how 
weak a Polleſſion do they rely on ? Can ye 
_. ever be Greater, than Elephants, Stronger 
than Bulls ? Swifter than Tygers ? Behold 
the large Space , the Firmneſs, or Dura if | 
biliry , the Swiftneſs of the Heavens, and 
ceaſe at length ro Admire things ſo vile, and 0 | 
 contemptible. Which Heavens are not ra-if| | 
ther to be Admir'd for thoſe qualities, than ſ - 
for the Rule, and Method by which they 7 
are Govern'd. As for Beauty how vain and 
tranfitory is it , how ſwiftly-dorh it paſs 
way, more Fading. than Flowers in the 
Spring! If, as Ariſtotle ſaith, Men could 
ſee with Eyes ofa (a) Lynx, and their Sight / 
, could pierce through all Obfracles , would 
. not that Body of (b) Alcibiades, whoſe Out-I 
ſide appears ſo Beauriful , it's Bowels being 
lookr into , be found to be no other, than ] 
a moſt Filthy thing ? Tis not therefore thy - 
- (1) The beaſt Lynx bath the quickef febt of any beaft. Pls, 1 | 


z2: Hiſt, nat, 643, 8, (b) 4 noble Coptaine of Aliens, N On 
"yl = 


| 
The third Birks, 1s 
- | Nature ; bur the Infirmity of the Eyes of 
df thoſe that looke on thee; which renderthee 
e | fo Beautiful in the Sight of meti. Bur e- 
ſt ftcem the Goods of the Body , as highly, as 
vl ye liſt; fo rhar ye conſider that whatſoever 
Cl ye Admire may by a Fiery Feaver within 2 

Tr Day; of two, be difioly'd; and rurn'd mto 
dil 4fhes. From all that has been (aid we may 

| colle& thus much © That thoſe Goods, which 

dF can netther performe what they Promiſe , 

dF nor are Perfe& by the gathering-rogether 

+ of All rhar Is Good, do neither makea man 

ng Truly Happy ; nor any way Conduce tr& 

JE Irue Happineſs. 
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ht tos men are wiſe int feekio for things if little 
ll value, and fooliſh in + 4h out their ſ0- 
ig |  beraigne good. 


an A H,wretched Blindvweſs!nbich this makes Mankind 
4 The Right way to decline ! 
Gold, or Rich' * 2h, Jon do nox hope to foila 
d On Trees, or on the Vine: ' | 
» Hountamy lngh you do not lay your Snares - 
0 H z FS T has 
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T bat you may Fifhes take : 

Nor when you would perſue the Roeg, aud Heres , 
Goyou to th* Tyrrhene Lake. 

They Know the Crekes, and Windings of the Sea, 
Where Purple does abound , 

Or Pearls: they Know what of K ind Fiſves may 

 Onev*ry Coaſt be found. 

But whilſt they See nat what would Feed their Sunles 

T his Blindneſs they endure , 


And that which « he the Starry Poles 
| From Earth they would procure. 


| 

What ſhall I wiſh toſuch Delnded Men ? 
Rich, Honor'd let them be , 

And when Falſe Goods they have Heap'd up, even thes ; 

The True Good /er them See. 

a 

= 2 —" 

ns 6 on. : 

c 

Wh y true falicit 'y cannot confi oF in temporal i 

things. ha 

th 


4 [therto I have been piving thee a Deſ-}l 

* cription of Falſe Happineſs : it fol- 
Towes that 1 ſhould now declare unto thee 
 wherin the Nature of True Happineſs pro- 
Perly confiſts. I ſee plainly , quoth], tha 


Sufficiency may not be gorten Þy Riches, 
nor 


J 
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nor Power -by Kingdomes, nor Reverence' 
by Dignities, nor Irue Renown by Glory , 
or Popular Applauſe , nor True Joy by 
Tranſitory Pleaſures. And haſt thou found 
our the Cauſe, quoth ſhe,” why it is ſo ? In-' 
deed, quoth I, I have a Glimpſe of it, bur 
I would fain that thou ſhouldeſt give me a 
clear fight of it. The Reaſon 1s very eaſy 
to be known. For thar which in it's own 
Nature is Simple, and Undivided,the Ernbr of 
Men has Divided into ſundry Parts',' and 
withdrawes their Mind from that which is 
True, and Perfed to rhat which 1s Falſe, 
and Imperfe&. Can thar, thinkeſt thou , 
which hath Need of nothing, Want Powet? 
No ſurely, quorh 1. Right, quoth ſhe : 
for if there be any thing, which in any re- 
ſped failes in it's Ability , in that reſpect ir 
hath Need of the Aſſiſtance of ſome other 
thing. *Tis ſo, ſaid]. Therefore the Na- 
ture of Power , and of Sufaciency iS One, 
and the Same. But *doſt rhou think thar 
what includes Sufticiency, and Power in 
Its own Nature may be Deſpis'd? or thar 
on the contrary it deſerves the greateſt Ve- 
nemation ? This,quath 1, cannot be doubted. 
H 3 Let 
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. Tation to Sufficiency and Power , that we 
may judge theſe Three things to he One 
We muft do ſo, if we canfeſs rhe very truth, 
What then? quoth ſhe: doſt thou ſuppoſe 
that It is Obſcure, and lenpble , ar that Ir 
ſhines with the Brightneſs of the preateſt 
Glory? Confider whether to that which hath 
Need of nothing, which is moſt Powerful, 
whichs moſt Worthy of Honor, as has beak 
prov'd, Glory can be Wanting , wich it 
not being able ro give unto it ſelfe , it may 
ſeem in ſome refped@ to be poore, and def. 
Picable? I cannot bur confels , quoth TI, 
= that it is moſt Glorious. Ir followes then 
”- J that True Glory, or Renown does not Dif- 
=” ferfrom the things above mention'd. Tt 
followes indeed, quoth I. This then, quoth 
the, which hath Need of nathing , which 
Can do All things by it's own Strength, 
which is Venerable, and Renowned,ye nuwſt 
grant alſo to be full of Joy ; and Durable 
Fleaſure. I cannot imagine, quoth I, how 
any Sadneſs , or Diicomfort ſhould ever get 
EN! rance inio Ir. Wherefore if the former 
Pokitions remain firm : we muſt of neceſſity 
confels 


Let us Add therefore Reverence » Or Yenes 
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confeſs that it cannot bur Abound: with all 
wanner of Joy. And this alſo neceſlarily 
followes from what has been ſaid, that the 
Names of Sufficiency , Power, Vencration, 
Glory, , Joy,are indeed Divers, bur they do 
not Differ in their Subſtance, or Nature. 
Right, quorh I. This therefore which in 
it's own Nature is One, Simple, and Undi- 
vided, the Perver/eneſ9 of Men Divides into: 
ſundry Parts, (as hath been ſaid) and whilſt 

they endeavour to get a Part of That, which 
hath no Parts , they neither obtein any 
Portion thereof, for there is no ſuch thing , 
nor Thar One, Simple , and [ndiviſible it 
ſelfe , which they do not in any wiſe Aﬀeca, 


or Endeavour after. How is that, quoth Wye 


I? Whoſo deſireth Riches through an Averſ- 
neſs to Want, or Penury, takes no care 
how to become Powerful: he chooſerh to be 
Vile, and Obſcure, and deprives himſelfe 
of many Natural Pleaſures, that he may nor _ 
loſe the Mony he hath gotten. But thus he .. 
failes of the Sufficiency he Aimsat, being * 
void of all Power, encompaſt with many 
Troubles , Obſcure, and Inglorious. But 
he that defireth Power above al things ſcat- 
H 4 tereth 
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tereth his Riches, deſpiſeth Pleaſures, and 
accounteth rhat Honor , and Glory, thar ig 
not accompanied with Power to be nothing. 
worth. Thou canſt not bur ſee that many 
Things are wanring ro this man. For ſome. 

_ times it comes to Paſs thar he wants Neceſ. 
farics , that he ſuffers much Anxiety , and 
diſturbance of mind : and whilſt he is nor a- 
ble to put off his troubles, and vexations, 
*tis manifeſt rhar he has nor the Power, 
which he ſo much efteems. We may Rea- 
1on in like manner concerning Honors, 
Glory , Pleaſures. For fith Every one of 
Theſe 1s the Same with the other , whoſe» 
F% everendeavours to get one of Them , with- 
-£ # out the other , miffeth even rhar , which he 
© defirerh. Bur whar, quorh I, If any man 
ſhonld deſire ro have All of Them rogerher? 
Such a'man indeed would fain have Thar 
wherin the True Felicity doth confiſt : bur 
ſhall he ever find ic in thoſe things , which 
we have demonſtrated ro be unable to per» 
torm whar they promiſe ? No ſurely, quoth 
J. Then, quoth ſhe, True Felicity is not 
10 be ſought in thoſe things , which men be- 
lieve to » contribure Severally tO the ſatisfa- 
| ion 
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&ion of our various Deſires. I grantir, 
quorth1, and a greater truth could never 
have been ſpoken. Thou haſt then rhe Deſ+ 
cription of Falſe Happineſs, and the Cau» 
ſes of it. Looke now on the other ſide; for 
there thou ſhalr ſee rhe only True Happi- 
neſs, as I] have prowis'd thee. Verily 
quoth I, it may eaſily be .ſeen , and thou 
didſt ſhew ir a lirtrle before, whilſt thou 
didſt open the Cauſes of thar, which men 
Falfely call Happineſs. For, if Il am nor 
miſtaken, that is the True, and Perfe& 
Happineſs which makes a man Perfealy 
Sufficient , Powerful , Venerable, Renowned, 
Joyful. And thar thou mayſt underſtand 
that I havea deep Apprehenſion of the Wie 
Truth , thou haſt deliver'd, what One of "Ml 

Theſe, ith they are All One, and the Same, 
has the Yower verily, and indeed to give 
unro us , I certainſy know to be this Full , 
and Perfe& Happineſs. .O my Dear Child, 
quoth ſhe, Happy arr thou in thy Judge- 
ment, if rhou add this there unto ! what, 
quoth 1? Doſt thou rhink that any of rheſe 
fraile, and periſhing things can bring a man 
to this Eſtate 2 No ſurely , quoth1I, and 
| ES) 
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_ asfor that matter what we are to think thon 
haſt ſo demonſtrated , that there needs ng 
more to be ſaid. Theſe rhings therefore 
ſeem to be bur Shadowes of the 7rue Good, 
or to givecertain Imperfe& Goods to men in 
this Mortal Life : but they cannot beſtoy 
the Zrue , and Perfett Good, I heartily Af. 
ſent, quathI, ro what thou ſayſt, Sith 
then thau art come to the Knowledge of 
True Happineſs, and of ſuch things which 
Deceive the World with the empty ſhew of 
it, now it remains that thou ſhouldſt Un- 
derſtand How thou mayſt Artein to this 
True Happineſs, That is the thing, quoth 


mw 1, which I moſt carneſly expe& to her 


from thee. Bur, ſaith ſhe, as our Plato hath 
declar'd in his Booke entitled 7 imaw, F 
ven in things of the leaſt Importance the 
Divine Aſſiſtance qQughr ra be Implor'd, 
- what doſt rhou think ſhould be done now, 
that we may become Fit to find the Seat of 


the Soveraign Good © We muſt Invoke the | 


Father of All things, quoth I; unleſs we 
make our Addreſles unto Him, no Under- 
taking can Begin well. Right, quoth ſhe, 
and forthwith thus ſhe Sings ; = 
| e 
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0 The Nimru Vans. 

l 
| Phil/opby craveth Gads afiſtance for the dife 
n covery of true happineſs. 


W 

» Fhon, who deſt with Baundleſs Wiſedome held 

h T he World is Order, didft th' Fqundation lay 

Ml Of Heav'n, and Earth, at whiſe Command Time Rowl'd 
Is Circles fraw One Everlaſting Day, | 

, And who, Unmov'd doſt cauſe All things to Move, 

f Whow ne External Cauſe could urge to Frame 

» Theſe Variow Shapes of Changing things,but LOVE 

is And BoxndleſeGOOD, Fit for this Bounaleſs FLAME, 

h il From that Fair Model in thy Mind thou drawſt 

The Formes of All things Maa. 

h 0 Faber, Grant our T houghts may reach thy Throne, 
Grant we the Fountain of All Good may See, 

* I Grant that, this Blisful Light to w once ſhowy, 

t We may For ever Fix onr Eyes on Thee. 

, i Scatter this Darkneſs, and theſe Clogs remove , 

And let thy Beams Appear. For Tho are LIGHT, 

fl Thou art True Ref to thoſe that do Thee Love, © 

J Z:gining, Eng, both Way, and Guide: the Sight 

Of Thee u All thy Creatares can Deſire : 
"| 7# This Alone, to which our Soules Aſpire. 
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T: hg there 3+ ſome true happineſs, and where 
its to be found. © 


Qg I r mx therefore thou haſt had a Deſcrip- 

tion of Imperfe& and alfo of Perfed 
Good: it is fir that ſhould now demonſtrate 
where the Perfedion of Felicity is Seated, 
And here we muſt firſt make Inquiry, if 
there Be any ſuch Good, as that which rhou 
didſt even now Define, leaſt we ſhould be 
Deceiv'd with a vain Imagination , there 
| Being indeed no ſuch thing, as that which 


we make the Subject of our Diſcourſe. But 
that it doth Exiſt, or is Aually in Being, 


and that ir 1s. he Fountain, from whence 
All good things do flow , his 4 1s certain,and 
unqueſtionable. For whatſoever is ſaid to 
be Imperfet, by Diminution of that 


which- is Perfe& it is call'd Imperfee. 


So it comes to paſs that if there be any 
thing Imperfe& in it's Kind , in the 
ſame Kind there muſt -needs be ſomething 
Perfed. Forifye take away Perfeciion , 

it 


ny 
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it cannot be conceiv'd from whence that 
which we call Imperfe& ſhould have De- 
rividit's Being. For the Natui = of things 
rooke not it's Begining from that which is 
in any reſpe& Faulty, or Defedive , but 
proceeding from that which is Sound , and 
Free from all ImperfeGion, ir deſcends at 
length to theſe Low, and Weak things. If 
there be a certain Imperfet Happineſs , as 
we have already ſhownzir cannot be doubted 
but that there is an Happineſs Entire, and 
Perfed. This Concluſion , quoth 1 , is Lat 
Firm, and Irrefragable. Bur where It's 
Abode 1s, Think with thy ſelfe thus. That 
GOD, who hath the Governance of All 
things 1s Good, this is Natural to the Minds 
of Men to conceive. For it is impoſſible 
that our Thoughts ſhould fix upon any thing 
| Better than GOD-: and who can doubt bur 
ſuch a Being is Good , which nothing can 
ſurpaſs in Goodneſs ? bur fo doth Reaſon 
demonſtrate GOD to be Good , that ir 
doth alſo evince the Perfection of Goodneſs 
tobein Him. For unleſs He were Such a 
one He could never have the Governance of 
All things. For ſome thing, that mae 126 
£ 3 - 


__— 


T 26 The Conſolation of Ps ioſophy. 
 Perfe&tion of Goodneſs ; would be more 
Excelent 4 than He, in as much as irwoutg 
be found ro have the Priority of Being. For 
ir is manifcſt that All Perfe& things have 
their Being Before thoſe rhings ; which are 
Unſound , and Imperfe&t. Wherefore that 
we may nor be endleſs in our Reaſs- 
ning , it muſt be Granted that the Moſt 
High GOD is Full of rhe Higheſt ; and 
Perfe&t Good. But we have Concluded that 
Perfedt Good is Bliſs, or True Happineſs. 
Therefore it muſt needs follow that Fri 
Happineſs is no where to be found bur 
in the Moſt High'G O D. I heartily Af: 
ſent , quorh I, ro what thou ſayſt, ne 
ther is it capable of any Conrradidioi. 
Bur, I pray thee, quoth ſhe, ſee how thou 
mayſt prove ſoundly, 21d Irrefragably 
that the Moſt High G OD is Full of the 
Higheſt, or Sozeraign Good. How , quoth1? 
Thon mayſt nor ſuppoſe that this Father 
of All things hath Receiv'd that Soveraign 

Good, of which he is ſaid 16 be Full , from 
without, or that he has Ir by Nature ln 
ſuch a manner, thar thou wayſt rhink thit 


the S#b/ance , or Eſsence of G6 OD Having 


and 
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and of the Soveraign Good Had , is not the 

Same. For if thou doſt conceit that Ir is 

Receiv'd from without, thou mayſt judge 

That which hath given, to be more Ex» 

cellent than He which hath Receiv'd Ir, 

But we moſt worthily Confeſs Him to be 

the Moſt Excellent of All things. Andif 

this Soveraign Good be in Him by Nature, 
but may be conceiv'd tobe nor altogether 
the Same with Him, fith we ſpeak of Him, 
who is Acknowledg'd ro have the Gover- 
nance of All things, lerany man Imagine, of 3 
who it was thar Join'd together theſe Di- Kaz 
vers things ? Laſtly that which Differs from "i 
any thing Is nor That thing , from which 
it Differs. Wherefore Thar which Difters 
in SubFance , we oY from SoveraignGood 
Is not Soveraign Good : And 'tis the greateſt 
Impiery ro have ſuch a Thought of G O D, 
than Whom there can be nothing more Ex« 
cellenr. For it is impoſſible that the Nature 
of any thing ſhould be Better than That 
from which it Receiv'd its Being. Where- 
fore Thar from which All things Rectiv'd 
their Being I may firmly Coenclude rb be 


moſt 


2238 T he Conſolat ionof Philoſophy. 

moſt certainly ſo, quoth I, as rhou ſayſt. 
Bur it has been Granted char the Soveraigy 
Go:d is True Happineſs. Very right, quot 
I. Therefore, .quoth ſhe, it muſt needs fol. 
low that GOD is True Happineſs. There 
can be no Reaſon, quoth I, to Deny th: 
Premiſes, and | clearly perceive that this 
is their true, and Proper Con/equence. Sex, 
quoth ſhe, if rhe ſame thing may not be 
more firmly prov 'd by this Areument ; that 
there cannot be 7 wo Soveraign Goods , Difie- 
ring-one from the other, For 'tis manifef 
that One of thoſe Goods, which are Ditte 
rent from each other, cannot be That, 
which the Other is: for which caule Nei- 
ther of them can be Perfed , fith One is 
Wanting to the Other. Bur that whichi; 
not Ferfe& cannor be Higheſt or Soveraign. 
The things then thar oY Soveraignly God 
cannot be Different from each other. But 
we have prov'd that both True Happineſs, 
and GOD are the Soverajgn Good < where: 
fore ir muſt needs follow that Soveraign Hep 
pineſs, and Soveraign Divinity 1s One, and 
the-ſame Thing. Nothing, ſaid 1, could 


Ever be cencluded more True, as om 
= [4 


True Happineſs , ſaid the 5 conreins Many 
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Matter 3 more Firm; as to the way of Pro- 
vipg itz ar more becomming. the Divine 
Majeſty. Upon theſe things. then , quorh 
ſhe; as Geometricians having Demonſtrated 
their Propoſitions , are wont tG inferr cer- 
tain N649wre,; or Corollaries; as they call 
them,ſo ſhall l give-thee a Corollarie, For ith. 
Men become Happy by. the acquiring of - 
True Happineſs ;. and True Happineſs, 15 
Dwinity it ſelfe , 'tis manifeſt that-they be- 
come Happy by the acquiring of Divinity. 
Bur as Men: become Jult by the acquiring of -— 
Juſtice ; Wiſe by the acquiring Wiſedome , keiinu 
ſo it muſt needs be that having gotten 4 6r a 
xcquird Divinity , they become Gods. . E- 
very one ther! that is Truly Happy 5s a God - 
but indeed: by Natute there is but One God ; 
yet nothing hinders bur that there .may be 
very Many by the Participation of Divinity. 
And this; quoth I, is a Fair ; and Pretious 
Gorellavis indeed. Bur there is nothing more 
Fair than That which Reaſon perſwades 
fhould be Annexrt to the things that. have 
been fpoken. What is that ; quorh I ? 'Sirh 


things, whether All theſe things make up 
7 2 One 
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One Pody with a certain variety of Parte, 
or whether there be any one of them, which 
compleats the Subſtance , or Nature of 
True Happineſs , the reſt being refer'd 
Therunto ? I would thou ftouldſt e& 
plain what thou ſayſt by rehearſing thoſe ſe- 
Feral things. Do we not judge True Hap. 
Pineſs , quoth ſhe , to be Good? yea, ſaid 
I, the Soverain Good. Add this , ſaid ſhe, 
to All the reſt of the things aforemention'd. 
For the. ſame Bliſs or True Happineſs is 
judg'd to be Soveraign Sufficiency, Soveraigu 
Power.., and alſo Yeneration , Renown, and 
Pleaſure , or Delight Soveraign. What 
mm. then ? Are All theſe things as ſo many 
#, 3 Limbs, or Parts of True Happineſs, or 
WL are they refer'd ro Good, as That; wherein 
the Nature of them All is contein'd ? I un 
derftand now, quoth I , what thou doſ 
Propoſe , as the ſubject.of our Inquiry, but 
I would fain know how thou doſt Determine 
the Queſtion. Thus. If All: theſe things 
were as ſo many Parts of True Happineſs, 


this 1s the Nature of Parts , thar being Dt 
vers they make up One, and the Same " 
ut 


they would Difter one from the other. For 
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Bur ic hath'been already prov'd that they 
are Atl bur Qine thing;': : Ther's no. doubt of 
thar, quorh i, BueTexpedt whar- thou wilt 
ſay next. -This is manifeſt quorh ſhe, *thar 
All thoſe Hrhber things are refer'd .tq Good. 
For therefore is Sufficiency Delir'd 5 becauſe 
iris judgd10 be Gaad, for the-ſame Cauſe 
is Power Defir d , and 1o Veneration , Re- 
nown ; Delighc. /Tis: Good then ; which is 
the Conſe: ;For which any thino is Deſir'd : 
fith ther Which recains not any thing in ic il 
ſelfe eirher Reglly, or Apparently Goal, can _ - 
in nowife be Delir'd. | And on the contrary Kg 
thoſe things; which arenotGard in their 
own Nature yetif they Seem tobe ſo, are 
Defir'd, as if they were Truly Good. Whence 
it comes: to paſs that Gwodnef? is rightly 
judg'd ro be the Cauſe , . why any thing 
ſhould be Defir'd, Bur that For.which any 
thing is Defir'd is the Chicf Objea of the 
Deſire. As if a man havea Will to Ride 
For his Health, 'tis:nor fo much' the Riding, 
as Health that he. Defires. Siih.rherefore 
thar All things are Defir'd For the obteining 
of Good, Good is the Chief, or Principal 
Object of all Deſires whatſoever. . Burt ic 
F 2 has 
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has been granted that True Happineſs is 
That, For which any thing is Wiſht, or 
Deſir'd : wherefore it is evident that True 
Happineſs is the Only thing Requir'd, or 
Sought after. ' And thus it cannot be De- 
Ty'd, that the Subſtance , or Natore of 
Good, and-of True Happineſs is One, and 
the Same.' I ſee not how it is poſhble for 
.any man to Diſſent from this, But we have 
prov'd that GOD, and Frue Happineſs is 
One, and the Same thing, Right, quoth | 
E Therefore we may Safely Conclude that I} , 
the Nature of GOD conſiſts in GOOP- 
NESS, and in Nothing elfe. 
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Philos phy exhorteth men to init act true 
| happineſs 


Sþ Ome hither All, yee a Foules , 
Whoſe high Aſpires baſe Luſt controules, 
And holds you faſt in her dire Chains. _ 
Here #5 a Cure for All your Pains, 5s 
Here duth the Safeſt Harbour lye , | 
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A Refuge from All Miſery: Yn 
Net Tagus , which abounds with Gold, 
Nor All that (a) Hermus's, Banks do hold 
Of that Bright Metall, mor Rich Inde , 
Where men ſuch Pretious Stones may find, 
CanClear our Sight : yea they add more 
Darkneſs to Soules made Blind before. 
That, wherewith Men are Raviſhed 

Earth in her loweft Caverns bred. 

The Brightneſs that's Above the Skye , 
From Dark ſome, Ruin'd Soules doth fly. 
Whoe're perceives this Light, He ſayes , 

4 Phzbus lookes Dull with all bz» Rayes. 


7 If 
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(a) A river in Lydia, 
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T hat goodneſs F the end of all things. 


[ Afſſent, quath I. For All theſe things 
hang one to another by a chain of the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons, that were ever produc'd. 
Then ſaid She, Ar how great a rate wouldeſt 
thou value it, if thou couldeſt know wharx 
I 3 Cood, 
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G oodneſs #z? Atan Infnite rate; fai4 1: fop 

thereby 'I*\h#)f know- GOD 'alſo;; who's 

GoodnefF it jelft, or Soverdign Good. Bur 

this I ſhall ſhew thee with the greateſt ev}, 

dence , only let thoſe rhings remain az 

Granted , which have beet Concladed ah 
 Teady, They ſhall ſo reftiein, ſaid I. Have 
we norprov'd, faid the'; that thpſe things, 
which are Defir'd by the Generatiry of men, 
are not 7ruly , ant Perfeftly Od, becanſe 
they Differ one from the orher; and fith 
eace of then} is' Wanting te rhe orher , that 
they cannot Produce Fall, ant 4b/olute 
Good? But thar then they become 7 rae Good, 
dE when they are collected as it were: mto One 
it, MY Form, ond / ficiency, ſo that what Suffici- 
EE ency is, the Same is Power, Veneratjion, 
Renown," Pelicht 3 and unleſs they are 
One, and the Same thing , that rhey have 
nothing in them, for whteh they may be 
numbred amongſt things thar are ro be De- 
fir'd ? Ir has been” plainly Detmonſtratbd, 
quorh I , neither can! jt be Doubted in the 
leaſt. "Js1tnor by the acquiring of Volity 
that rhoſe things become Good which are if 
no wiſ& Good, whilſt they Differ, bur bes 
CONF 
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the Parts of the Body be Diſunired ic ceaſeth 
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come Good, when they are Tnited? So ir 
ſeemeth , quoth I. But doſt thou grant 
that whatſoever is Good, 1s Good by the Par- 
ticipation of the Soveraign Good ? I grant it. 
Thou oughteſt therefore to grant likewiſe 
that ONE, and GOOD is the Same. 
For the Nature of thoſe things is the Same , 
whoſe Natural Effe& is nor Divers. I can- 
not Deny it , quorth I. And doſt rhou know, 
ſaid ſhe, that whatſoever is, does remain , 
and Subſiſt, ſo long, as it is One; but _ 
that it Periſheth , and is difſolv'd , as ſoon , .._ 
as it ceaſeth ro be One? How is that? Asff 
in Animals, or Senſitive Creatures, whilſt Sa 
the Soule, and the Body remain together, 
we call ita Senſitive Creature. Bur when 
this Unity is diſſolv'd by rhe ſeperation of 
one from the other, 'tis manifeſt that ir 
loſeth the Being of a Senſitive Creature. And 
our very Body , whilſt ir remains in One 
Shape by the Conjundion of it's Limbs re- 
teins the Reſemblance of a Man. Bur wg 


to be what it was before. And in like man» 
ner Every other thing will be found to Sub- 
tilt, or remain in Being ſo long, as it is 
I 4 One: 
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One : but when it ceaſeth to be One, it 
Periſheth. I cannot think bur that it- muſt 
needs be ſo. And is there any thing, quoth 
ſhe, which ſo far as it Acts according to Na- 
ture, can ceaſe from all Inclination: to re» 
tein it's Being , and become Defirous of 
it's own Deſtruction? If, quothTI, 1 cons 


ſider Animals, or Senſitive Creatures either | 


Rational or meerly Senſitive , which in ſome 
ſorr may be ſaid ro Will, or to be Unwil- 
ling, I find notany thing » Which (unleſs ir 
be conſirain'd from without) leaves rhe Des 
ſire to continue it's Being, and of it's own 
Accord Haſtens to Deſtruction. For Every 
Senſitive Creature labours to keep it ſelfe in 
Safety , and does all thar ir can to avoid 
Deſtruction. Bur 1 know not what I ſhall 
think of Herbs, and Trees, and of things 
neither Senſitive , nor Yegetative. But, 
quoth ſhe, -neither is there any reaſon why 
Thou ſhauldeſt doubr of this, ſith thau mayſt 
behold Herbs, and Trees ta grow firſt in 


Piaces moſt convenient far them , where 


they way not dye away, as long, as their 
Nature is capable of any further Subſt- 
itence. For ſame ([pring up in Fields, ſome 
: on 
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on Mountains , ſome the Mariſhes bring 
fourth , ſome grow an Rocks, ſome are 
produc'd by the. Barren Sands , whichif a+ 
ay man- endeavour to tranſplant in other 
Places , they will wither, and dye away, 
But Nathre gives to All things that which is 
conventent for them, and takes care that 
they may nor Periſh, whilſt they have any 
Poflibility ro Subfilt. Do not all Herps and 
Trees thruſting their Moputhes as jt were in- 
0 the Earth draw Nouriſhwent by their 
Rootes, and diffuſe their Strength, and 
Rinde through their Pith , or Marrow ? 
Does not every ſuch Part, which is. moſt 
ſofr, and render, as the Pith, lye hid in 
the inmoſt ſear, bur without it is cover'd 
with that which is firm, and ſolid; but 
theoutmoſt Part of all is the Rinde, which 
is ſeated there tp be a defenſe againſt the 
Violence koth of the Sun, and of the Wind? 
And thou ſeeſt how careful, and diligenx 
Nature is thar All things may be propaga- 
ted by the Multiplication of Seed. Which 
things have theſe Engines , as we may call 
them , not only to preſerve their Being for 
a time , but to make their Duration, as tp 
their 
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their ſeveral Kinds, Perpetual. ':And do 
not thoſe things likewiſe which are thought 
_ ro be neither Senſitive , . nor Vegetative, 
Deſire that , which Properly belongs to 
them ? For why doth Lightne/s carry up the 
Flames, and the Earth is preſt down by 
it's Weight, bur that thefe Places , and 
Motions Properly belong to each of them ? 
_ Thatwhich is Agreeable to any thing pre- 
ferves it's Being, as thoſe things , which 
are Contrary therunto, deſtroy , and Cor- 
ruptit. Thoſe things, which are Hard, 
as Stones, cleave faſt to their Parts, ſo 
that it is very Difficult ro Divide them. But 
Liquid things as Aire, and Water , yield 
preſently ro the Impreſſions of that which 
would Divide rhem , bur (thar which kept 
them aſunder being remov'd) they inſtanily 
return into thoſe things, from which they 
are Seperated. We rreat not now of the 
Voluntary Motions of a Anowing Soule , but 
of the Natural Intention. Thus 'we Digeſt 
the Food, we receive, though: we think 
not of it; thus we draw our Breath, whillt 
we Sleep, though we Know it not. Fore 
yen in Living-Creatures the Love they have 
l0 


os OQ 4 


wm £3 


'- The third Booke, 139 


to therr-own Being does nor Proceed from. 
the 1imal inclinations of their Soujes , bue. 
from the Principles of Nature. For ir is 
often feen (great cauſes conſtraming there 
vito) thata mans Will, or Rational Appetite 
Embraceth Death it ſelfe which Nature Abs 
hors: And on the contrary Thar by which 
alone the Kinds of Mortal things are Per- 
petuared, ro wit, the Worke of Genera- 
non, which Nature allwayes Deſires, the 
Will very often moſt earneſtly Refrains 
from. Thus the Love which things have to _ 
Themſelves doth not proceed from their / 
Animal Motion , but their Natural intention. WS 
For Providence hath given this even the 2 
oreateſt cauſe of preſerving their Being,thar 
they Naturally Defire to Subſiſt,, as long, 
as 'tis Poſſible. Wherefore there is no reas 
fon thou ſhonldſt doubr in the leaſt, rthar 
All thinþs that are, do Naturally Deſire ta 
retain their Being, to avoid Deſtrudion, 
| confeſs, 'quath I, that I do now moſk 
clearly perceive thoſe things, which awhile 
ance ſeeth'd very Uncertain. Bur rhat, ſaid 
the, which Defireth to Subſiſt, and cons 
tinve in Being , it Deſireth tro be One. — 
Js 
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if this (Being One) were taken away, n0 
Eſenſe could remain to any thing whatſoe- 
Ver. is true, quoth 1. All things there. 
fore Deſire ONE. I conſent. But we 
have Demonſtrated that ONE, and GOOD 
is the Same. You have ſo. All things 
therefore have a Natual Propenſity to GOOD: 
which indeed thou mayſt thus _— 
Good 3s That, which All things Deſire. 

greater Truth, quoth I, could never be 
conceiv'd. For either All things are re- 
fer'd to Nothing, and being deſtitute of 
One Head they waver to, and fro without 
a Ruler to keep them in their due Courſe, 
or if there be any thing, which the Tnjverſe, 
and every Part therof has a Natural Propinſi- 
ty unto, that muſt needs be rhe Chiefeft, or 
Sozeraign of all things , which are rightly 
term'd Good, O my Child, quoeth ſhe, how 
do I Rejoyce to hear theſe words ! for by 
them I clearly perceive that thy Mind has 
Receiv'd a full Impreſſion of the very Truth: 
bur in what thou haſt now ſaid that is moſt 
evidently imply'd , which bur a little be- 
| fore thou didſt tell me thou waſt Tgno- 
rant of, What quoth I ? What - ND 
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END of All things. For certainly it is 
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That , which All things Deſire: which be- 
cauſe we have found to be GOOD, we 
muſt of neceſſity confeſs that GOOD isth 
END of All things. . 
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The Etzxavasxntu VERss. 


| How we may atteln to the knowledge of 
truth. 


E that would Search out Truth withCare Profound, kt ag 
And fein wonld Fix Allwayes upon Sure Ground, © * 

Th: Rajes of 's Inmoſt Sight let him T urn tn wh 

Upon Himſelfe :. let him Revolve, and Spin = 

Hu Thowgbts to th' Vrmoſt Length: And let bis Adind 

Kunw this, that ſhe Within Herſelfſe may Find 

Whare're ſbe Scekes Without : T hat which did the 

In aT bick Cloud of Error ſhall outvye _ 

The Sux in Brightneſs : For the Minds clear Light 

The Darkſome Fleſs has not Extingaiſht quite. 

Ther's ſare ſome Seed of Trath lies deep within 

Which ſocon-ſprings wp by Solid Diſcipline *_ 

Fr bow could you ſuch ſpeedy Anſwears gove , 

But that the Truth, though Hid, doezin! you L5ve, 

Jfit be ſo, as Plato's Adnſe Defin'd, 

Whare're we Learnnte dobnn Call to FOnd, _ 
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The Twnzrer x n PRoOSs.s, 
How the world #3 governed by God. 6 


” Hen ſaid I, I'do moſt heartily Aﬀent | ? 
to Plato in this matter : for this is the c 
Second time that thou haſt call'd me to the i © 
Remembrance of theſe things. Firſt when | * 
Tloſt my Memory by the Contagion of the 
Body, and then by the Dullnefs , and Stu- 
Pidity which my Mind had contraGed being 
oppreſt with ſuch a weight of Immoderate 
Sorrow. Then ſhe ſpake thus : If thoy 
lookeſt back to rhe things that have been 
already Granted , it will not be long before 
thou ſhalt come to the Remembrance of 
that , which awhile fince thou ſaydft that 
thou hadft no Knowledge of, What quoth 
I? By what Rule, ſaid ſhe, is the World 
Govern'd? I rewember , quoth I, that | 
did confeſs my Ignorance of this ; but 
though I do in a manner foreſce what thou 
art about4o ſay , yer I defire to hear tt for 
my further Inftructiop.. Thou didft diliver 
thine Opinions ſaid ſhe; yz 2a lite Rebar 
| Tat 
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that it could not be doubred in the leaſt bur 
that the World is Govern'd by GOD. Yea, 
quoth I,"and l am of the ſame mind now , 
and ever ſhall be that this is moſt certain, 
and unqueſtionable : and by what Reaſons IL 
2m induc'd to this Judgement, I ſhall de- 
clare in a few words. This World conſiſting 
of ſo Divers , and Contrary Parts could ne- 
ver have been brought into One. Forme, if 
there were not ONE whodid Join toge»- 3 
ther ſuch Divers things. . And the Diverfiry Km 
of their Natures , which are ſo Repugnant * 
toone another , would Seperate, and Diſue 
nite them being Join d together, if there 
were not ONE,, who did Hold rogether the 
things , which He has Uniced. For the 
Courſe of Nature could not proceed in ſuch 
certain ,' and never fayling Order, neither 
conld'it make fuch a ſhew of 'well-diſpoſed 
Motions, by Places, Times, Efficiency , 
or Operation , .Spaces , Qualities, if there 
verenot ONE, who Being Himſclfe Im- 
mutable did Order, and Diſpoſe rhis Varie- 
ty of Changes: | This (ONE) whatever jt 
is, on which All things Depend both. as to 
their Bring, and Motiow , I Call GOD, 
which 
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which is a Word us'd by All People: Then 
ſpake ſhe thus: Sith thou haſt fo deep; 
Senſe of theſe things 5* 1 ſuppoſe\ the re: 
waining Part of my Labour is notgreat, 16 
bring thee Safe into Thine own Country, 
where thou ſhalt Enjoy the only True, and 
Perfe& Happineſs. Bur ler us Refled on 
thoſe things ; which we have already Dif- 
cuſt. Have we not Agreed upon this that 
Sufficiency is included ih the Nature of 
True Happineſs : And'that GOD tis Frue 
Happineſs it ſe}fe. And therefore ; quoth 
Tthe, He will not Need any Helps, or In- 
ſtruments from Withour to Govern the 
World; for if He had Need of any thing 
He could not have Full; 'and Perfect: Hap- 
Pinefs. Ir muft be ſo;:quoth I; as thon 
ſayit. Therefore By ' Himſelfe Alone He 
Governs; and Difpoſes AH rhings. © It can- 
not be deny d; quotht Ii Pur it has been 
prov'd that' GOD .is:the 'Sovrraign Good. 
I know it has; quoth I. . By the Soveraigh 
Good then He Diſpoles 5 and Governs All 
things, ſith He Governs All things By Him- 
felfe, whom we have Acknowledg'd to be 
the Soveraign Good , and: He is as it were? 
"_ eefs 
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certain Rule , and Method of Government , 
whereby the Whole World is kept in Order. 
| woſt heartily Aſſent , quoth I : anda lit- 
tle before I did foreſee what thou waſt a- 
bout.to ſiy , though ſomewhat darkly. I 
believe it, quoth ſhe; for now, as 1 con- 
ceive,. Thine Eyes are more Open to di= 
ſcern the Truth. Bur what I ſhall now ſay 
is no leſs perſpicuous. What, quoth | ? 
Sith GOD, ſaid ſhe, is rightly believ'd 
to Govern All things By the Rule of (jap 
GOODNESS, and All things, as 1 have "Ml 
taught, have a Natural Bent, or Intention 
to GOOD, can it be doubted bur that 
they are Governd, as they Would them- 
ſelves, and being Made to Comply with 
their Governour , All the Motions they 
have according to the Propenſity of their 
Nature are'no other, than the Reſults of 
that Complyance. So it muſt needs be, 
quoth I : neither could it be thought an 
Happy Government, if it were the 7obe of 
things Refractory , not rhe Safety of things 
Tracable, .and Obedient. There is No- 
thing then, which , following the Courſe 
of Nature ; can Endeayour to co Contrary 
K to 
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to GOD. Nothing, ſaid I. If any thing 
thould Endeavour it , quoth ſhe, would it 
ever Prevaile againſt Him , whom we haye 
granted by the Right of True Happineſs29 
be Almighty ? Nothing, quoth I, coulde. 
ver in the leaſt Prevaile againſt Him. Then, 
quoth ſhe; there is not any thing in Nature, 
which hath either the Will , or the Power 
to Refiſt the Soveraign Good. No ſurely, 
I conceive. Then, ſaid ſhe, That is the 
Soveraign Good , which Powerfully Gover- 
neth , and Sweetly Diſpaſeth All rhings, 
Then ſaid I : How am I Delighted not only 
with the main Scope ; and Drift of thine 
Argumeuts , but even with the very words 
that thou uſeft; that at length Prating Fol- 
ly may be Abaſht 5 and pur t6 Silence. 
Thou haſt heard, quorh ſhe; in (a) Old 
Stories how the Gyants endeavour'd to in- 
vade Heaven , bur Even they ; as It wat 
moſt meet , were thrown down by Benign 
Fortitude. Bur wilt thou that we ftrike 
Arguments one againſt another , perhaps 
eilt of ſuch a Conflia ſome bright Sparke 


(s) Orid Lib, 2, Mcramor, & Macrob, Lib, x, Sarurval, 
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6 Trath will ſpring forth. Do as thou think- 
eſt fir; fay'd I. No man, ſaid ſhe, can 
ever doubr bur thar GOD is Almighry. 
No man, fajdI, thar is in his right wits. 
But there its Nothing ; which, He thar is Al- 
mighty hath nora Power to Do. Nothing, 
fig I. What harh GOD a Power then to 
Do EVIE? No ſurely, EVIL then, 
quoth ſhe, is Nothing, ziz.. Hath nor any 
Proper Being or Nature , ; fi ch He who'Can Do 


thou ſport with me, ſuidTl, making an In» 
extricable Labyrinth with the ſubtle wayes 
of Thine Argumentation , Entring now , 
where thou didft Go forth , and then Going 
forth, where thou didſt Enter; or doſt 
thou by there Intricate Reaſonings ſhew 
that there is a Wonderful Circle in rhe Di- 
vitte Stmplicity ? For a little before begin- 
mg with Trife Happineſs , thou didft affirm 
it ro be the Higheſt, or Soveraign Good , 
which thou ſaydſt was plac'd in the Moſt 
High GOD: And thow didft Prove thar 
GOD is this Sovernigy Good; and rhe one= 
ly True, and Perfect Happineſs : then thou 
gayeſt me this, as a Token of thy Bounty ,' 
--- Fhar 
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That no man is Truly Happy , but there. 
with he muſt ba GOD. Again thou didſt 
_ aſſert that the very Form of Good 1s the Na- 
ture of GOD, and of True Happineſs : 
and thou didſt ſhew that ONE is the very 
G OOD, which All' things Naturally De. 
ſire : thou didſt alſo Demonſtrate that 
G OD Governeth the Univerſe By the Rule 
of GOODNESS, and that All things 


are Wilitingly Subje& unto Him, and that 


EVIL hath not. any Nature Properly ſo 
call'd : And theſe things thou didlſt evince 
by ſuch Arguments , wherof there were 
None Extrinſecal to the Matter 1n hand, but 


one drawing Afſent by the Connexion it 


hath with another, all of them being found- 
ed in the Subject of our Diſcourſe. . Then 
ſpake ſhe thus : We donor Sport, but we 
have perform'd a Taske of the greateſt In- 
Portance, by the Gracious Afſliſtance of 
GOD, whoſe Name we did Invoke. For 
ſuch is the Form of the Divine Subſtance, 
1har Jr neither falls into the Condition of 
things Without , nor doth It admit any 
thing Withour to come. into the ſame State 


with It ſelfe ; but, as Farmenides ſalth, 
| [ler 
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Narnhey coruras opargny Wanlywer Yyry , 
Ic wheeles-about the Movable Circle of 
things, whilſt Ir preſerves Ir ſelfe in a State 
Immovable. And if we have us'd ſuch Ar- 
euments which were nor ferchr from with- 
out, but lie within the compaſs of the Mat- 
j, | ir, of which we did Treat, there 1s no 
cauſe that thou fſhouldſt Admire , fith thou 
E haſt receiv'd it from the Teſtimony of Plato, 
that Words ſhould be A-kin to the Things,of 
which we Diſcourſe. 
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The TWBLFTH VazRrss, 


: Philoſophy exhorteth to perſeverance in con- 
: templation and vertue.. 


e 
: 'O, ever Bleſt 38 He 

f WWho once hath learnt to See 

"| T7he Fountain of All Good < 

' Bleſt He, who hath withſtood 

The Earth, and now obteins 

True Freedome from her Chains. 

"| W®henCa) Orpheus's Wife was gone 


- (9) A Thracian Pozr. 
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To th' Shades ham did he Groan ! 
When he had made the Trees 
To Dance in Companies 

Whilft Doleful Notes he Play d ;. 
I hen he had Rivers made | 
To ftand ſlill : and, the Hind 
His ſide tn th' Lion Foin;d, 

And Fear d no Herm : the Here 
Did alſo ceaſe to Fear 

The Dog, by Muſick. Tam d: 
I/hen His Breaſt was Enfland; 


No could thoje Soft Nates Mive 


With all the Fires of Love ; 


Their Lord, and Mitigate \ 

The Senſe of hy Hard Fate L 
Which all things elſe or came, 
And did their Fierceneſs Tame, 
He ſayes Gods are Cruel, 

And down he goes to Hell. 


T here fits he words to ſounding Strings 
{4 hate're his Mother T7, aught he Sings. 


2? 


He Sings in Doleful Stroins 

His own Hearts conſtant Pains, ' 
And Grief-encreaſmg Love : 

T7 hus Orpheus Hell oth Move ,. 
And doth ſweet Prayers repeats, 
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And thoſe Dath Powers entreat. | 
Now (65) Cetberus doth gaze , 

New Songs do Him amaze ; 
The Furies now ſhed T ears ; 
The (c) Wheele Ixion ſpares : 
And (d) Tantalus the Stream 
Forgets, and minds the T heme 
Of Orpheus's Moxrnful Song : 
That Rav'nous Bird that hung 

_ On wretched (e) Tiryus, drawes 
The Liver with h#s Clawes 
No longer now, whilft he 
Feedson ſweet Melodie. 

At length Hells crael Lord 

Some Pity doth afford, 

We Vanguiſht are, quoth He, 

Let this Mans Wife go free, 

From us he hath Her wont 

With his Melodious Song :* 

But enly let Her go 

On this Condition, /o - 

That he ne're turn his Eye | 
(b) A three-headed Dog, Porter of Hell, (c) ith which be is 
lrmented in bell far attempting to commit adultery with Fune. 
(d) who killed bis own [an 10 entertaine the Gods , axd thereſore 


i; tormented with hunger and thirft, (c) Who would bave commuted 
altery with Latons, | 
K4- Till 
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Till he ſee the Bright Skye. | " 


« But Lovers ne're were kept in Awe : 


« Love to Himſelfe's the greatef} Law. 


Alas, when he hadpa$l 
Hells deepeſt wayes, at la 
Orpheus can't choo/e but See 
His Dear (f) Euridice: 
But that one Looke did cofF 
Her Life : ſhe's ever loſt : 
Well may he now Deplore , 
He ne're ſhall ſee Her more. 
To you belongs this Tale, 
Who fain would leave the Vale 
Of Conftant Night, and find © 
T he Day-Light of the Mind. 
For he that will Looke back ol 
To Hell, and his Pace ſlack, 
. Whatever Good he choſe | 
. This ſight doth make him Loſe. 


(7) Orph:us> Wife; 
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The FinsT PROSE. 


Beetius merveileth at the impunity and proſe. 
perity of evil men. 


VV H n n Philoſophy had'moſt ſweetly. 
-warbled our this Song , - rereining 
all the while a Grave, and Venerable Coun. 
tenance, thenI, labouring ſtill under @ 
orear Diſtemper of mind, interrupted her, 
as ſhe was abour to ſay ſomewhar elſe. And, 
O, ſaid1, thoſe things, which thy Speech 
bringing in the True Light, hath hitherro 
poured forth, appear to be no other than 
Divine, being SEEN as they are in them= 
ſelves 
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ſelves ; andIrrefragable ,' as Demonſtrated 

by Thijne Arguments: and ſuch are thoſe 

things, which. chouhaſt roid me that though 

wy Anxious teſentments of the Injuries] 

have receiv d did lately put them out of my 

Remembrance , yee 1 was not wholly gn 

rant of them. Burt this is the greateſt 

cauſe of the Perplexiry I am in , that wher. 

as the Governour of All things is Good, Z. 

vils ſhould either be at all or that they 

ſhould paſs without their due Puniſhment. 

How much Admiratron this one thing de- 

ſerves, I am Sure thou doſt well conſider, 
Bur ther's a greater matter than this , that 

=. is joyned with ir; for whifft Wickedneſs 
7_ Mw flouriſheth, and bears the ſway, Vertue 
LS doth not only want it's. Reward., bur is 
trodden nnderfoot by Baſe', ard ungodly 
mer, and in the place of Villany ſuffers the 
moſt grievous Puniſhment. - That ſueh Tran» 
ſedions ſhould be in His Kingd who 
Knoweth All things, who Can Do-All rings, 
and Wileth nothing but what is Jus, and 
Good, no'man can ſufficiently either Adthire, 
pr Complain. Then ſaid ſhe: Ard indeed 
this would be a matter of infinite Aﬀonith- 
| ment, 
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ment, and more horrible than all Monſterss 
if, as thou doft conceit, in the well-or- 
der'd Houſe of fo great a Maſter, Veſſels 
of no, worth ſhould be moſt carefully looks 
after z and the Pretious be negleded, and 
ſuffer'd to lye in the Dirt : bur tc is not fo. 
For if thoſe things , which were concluded 
2 little before be Fixt in thy Mind, thou 
ſhalt Underſtand by His Inſtructions, whole 
Kingdome we ſpeak of, Thar Good men _ 
are allwayes Powerfel, and Evit menare o 
allwayes Weak , and Cantemprible ; 3 and 
that Vices 'are allwayes Puniſhr , Vertues 
are allwayes Rewarded ; that All when Þ 
that happen to Goad' men, are Goed for 
them , bar that Miſchiefs allwayes betide- 
the Wicked.z and: many things of this ma- 
ture, which will aHaye albthy Complaints; 
and eſtabliſhrhy: Mind-in the moſt finme, and 
ſolid Apprehenfians of Erqth,, and Goode. 
neſs. And fith k have atreadyſhewn thee , 
wherin True Happineſs dath conflift,, am 
thou haſt learnt mn Wham it is to be fa@und , 
al things being run over, which thwkne- 
ceſlary to promiſe, I ſhall ſhew thee the 
way that leadeth tro Thine Houſe. AndI 
| ſhall 
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Thall faſten Wings to thy Soule, by which 
the may raiſe her ſelfe on high, that all 
Perturbations., and Diſorderly Thoughts 
being done away, with theſe Wings, by 
my Condud@, in my Path, thou mayſt be 
Carryed Safe into Thine own Country. 


—— 


The FixzsT VERS 


How Phileſo phy bringeth men to the contem- 
plation of God. | 


Or 7have nimble Wings that Joare 
Above the Starry Sky fy * 
Which when the Mind irs 0n, 10 7nore 
Will ſhe Farth's Treaſures prize. 
Beyond the Clouds ſhe doth Aſpire , 
"Boxe th Aire ſhe bends Her Force , 
And ſo tranſcends the Lofty Fire 
Stir d by the Heav'ns Swift Courſe. 
Then ſhe Aſcends the Starry Plain , 
And runs with Phzbus bright : 
Or followes th' Trafi of the Old Swain , * 


* Nu 
> Satuhy 


And 
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And to His joyns Her Light. 
And whereſoe're the Night lookes Clear , 
She runs among the Stars , 
And when her fill ſhe' hath taken here , 
She goes beyond Heav'ns Bars, 
And on the Top of Ether Treads , 
The Fields of Awful Light. 
Here Sits Heo're Imperial Heads, 
Who guides the World aright , 
Who Unmou'd Rules the nimble Sun ; 
Whoſe Power doth All things ſway : * 
If hither thou wilt come anon , 
Recov ring thy Loſt Way, 
I well remember't thou wilt ſay , 
This is my Country Dear ,. 
Hence Tcame, T ll flay Here. 
And if thou ſhalt be pleas 'd to ſee 
This Darkned World agen, 


Thou wilt find that ſtern Tyrants be 


Themſelves but Baniſht Men. 


IS7 
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T hat good men ore powerful ; and tvil mer - 
y eabe. 


”F Hun ſaid I, © , how Great things 


doſt rhou Promiſe | which I doubrnor 


bur thou arr Able to Performe. But ſee 
thou do nor flacken and coote him , whom 
thou haſt excired ; and. enflam'd: In the 
firſt place then thou mayft eaſily underſtand 
that Good men are. allwayes Powerful ; that 
the Wicked are vold of all Power : of which 
Aſertions one is prov'd by the other. For 
fich Good, and Evillare Contraries, if it be 
| manifeſt that Good is Powerful , *ris no leſs 
evident thar Evill is Feeble, and Imporent: 

bur if the Frailty of Foill be made to ap- 

| pear 7 the Strength and Firmneſs of Gord 
eannot bur be known likewiſe. That the 
Truth of that I ſay may be moſt clearly and 
abundantly demonſtrated , I ſhall go ſome- 
times this way ,.and ſometimes that, in 
the purſuit of the Matter , I have under- 


taken to treat of, There are Two things, 
wherin 


- Len, | T 'W ceun_ 7 - _, ” & 


No. Bur what any man is Able ro pu in 
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wherin all the Effet of Humane AGions 
doth confiſt, ro wit, Will, and Power, of 
which if one be wanting nothing can be 
Done. For if the Will faile, no wan At- 
tempteth any thing: but if Power be wanting, 
'ris in vain tro will any thing. <o that if 
thou ſeeſt any man Willing to Ger that, 
which he does not Get , thou canſt not 
doubt , bur that he wanteth the Ability ro 
Obrein what he would have. Tis as clear, 
as the Sun, quoth I. But canſt thou doubr '@ 
bur that he had Power , whom thou ſeeſt rs . 
have Zfefed what he Willd, and Deſign'd? 


that he is Powerful : bur what he is not A- 
tletodo; in that he is judg'd to be Feeble 
and Impotent. I confeſs it ; quoth I. Doſd 
thou nat Remember; quoth ſhe ; that it 
has been already Prov'd ; that All the Bent, 
or nteritien of the Will of Man; which is ex« 
ercis'd in Divers Studies; and Endeavours , 
tends unto True Happineſs? I well Re- 
member , quoth I ; that This has been De- 
monftrared. Doft+ thou Remember thar 
True Happineſs is the Soveraign Good, ſo 
that fith True EUappineſs is ſought for by 
All 
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All men, Good muſt needs be Defir'd by ; 
them ? I cannot be ſaid to Rememberir, 
quoth], becauſe ir 1s never out of my Ming: 
Have All men therefore Good, and Bad one | 
Intention, viz. To Atrein ro the Poſſeſſion | , 
of GOOD? Ir muſt needs follow, quoth 
J. But it is moſt certain that by getting of I, 
GOOD, Men become Good. *Tis certain. ||| y 
) 
q 
t 
tl 
F 


Po Good men therefore get that, which they 
Deſire? So it ſeems. Burt Evill men, if 
they could get the Good, that they Deſire 
would ceaſe ro be Evill. Tis true. Sith 
therefore Both ſorts of Men Defire Good, 
bur ſome Attein therunto , others come 
ſhort of it, it cannot be doubted but that 
Good men are Powerful ; but they that are 
Ficked are Feeble, and Impotent. Who- 
ever doubts of this, ſaid ſhe , is neither ca- Ip, 
Pable of conſidering the Nature of Things, a 
nor the Conſequence of Reaſons. More- St 
over {aid ſhe : If there be Two perſons, 
who have one Purpoſe, or Deſign to Per- I, 
form that which their Nature requires: by 
and one of them Performs his Intention; fy 
but the other is not Able to execute that 
Natural Office, but takes ſome Oy br 
which. 


—- a” - 
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which is not Apreeable to, Nature, where- 
by he doth nor Atcompliſh his Purpoſe, bur 
Imitates one thar doth Accomplith it : whe» 
ther of theſe Two doſt rholl judge to be. the 
more Able man ? Thongh I conjecure, ſaid 
I, what thou. wouldeſt be at, yer I defire 
thow wouldeſt ſpeak ic out more .Rlainly. 
Wilr thon deny , ſaid the 5 that ro Go-ts a 
Motion Natural to men ?; No, faid I: And 
dolt thou doubt thar 'ctis Natural to the Feer 
topetform thar Office ? Neither can I deny 
that. If any one then ſhoutd Go on his 
Feer , and another; who wants this Natu- 
ral Office of Feer, ſhould endeavour to Go 
on his Hands, who of theſe might be right- 
ly judg'd to be the more 4b/e man ? Pro- 
ceed, ſaid I, for ir is unqueſtionable; thar * 
he who has a Power to perform thoſe A- 
tions ; which Nature requires , has more 
rength than he, who is not Ableſo to dos 
Bur the Soveraign Good ; which Alt men Aim 
at, Good , and Bad, Good men Artein unto 
by the Natural Office of Virtues: but the 
Wicked earneſtly endeavour after this very 
God by gratifying their various Luſts , and 


taruly Aﬀe&ions, which is nor the Office 
DT E thar 
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that Nature requires us to Perform, that 
we may Atrtein tothe 7rue Good. Doſt thoy 
think otherwiſe? No ſurely, ſaid I: the 
Conſequence alſo is very clear. For from 
whar I have granted, it muſt of neceſſiy 
follow that Good men are Powerful , that 
Wicked men are altogether Feeble, and In- 
potent. Thou doſt well , quoth ſhe, thus 
to run before me ; and this, as Phyſitians 
are wont to hope, is a ſign that Nature ga- 
 thers Strength, and begins to reſiſt the Di- 
ſeaſe. Bur Eecauſel percetve thee to be 
ſo Quick of Apprehenſion , I ſhall be ſure 
to ply thee with Arguments. - See how 
Weak are all Vittous Perſons, who cannot 
ſo much as Arttein to That, ro which their 
Natural Intentien leads, and in a manner 
compels them. And what? if they were 
lefr deſtiture of this great, and almoſt irre- 
{iſtable Aſſiſtance of Nature encouraging, 
and directing them ? bur conſider; I ſay; 
how creat Impotency lend , wicked men [a- 
bour ander. For the things they ſeek for, 
bur 2re notable ro obtein are of no ſmall 
moment : bur indeed they faile in that mate 


$2) wp waich is the Chiefcſt of All their Con» 
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-pliſhr with the Greateſt Strength, or Abili- 
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terns , they miſs the fruits of all the Toyle, 
and hard labour they underco nighr, and 
day : in which the Strength of Good men may - 
eaſily be ſeen. For as thou wouldeſt judge 
Him to be a Moſt Able Fort-man , who Go- 
ing on his Feet , ſhould be Able ro come ar 
length to that Place , Beyond which 'ris im- 
poſſible that any one ſhould Go: ſo thou 
muſt of neceſſity judge Him, who hath Ar- 
tein'd to thar GOOD, Beyond which "cs 
impoſſible that any one ſhould exrend his 
Defires., to be a Perſon Abſolutely Accom- 


ty. From whence it is moſt eyidenr that 
whoſoever are Wicked, the ſame are deſti- 
ture of all manner of Strength. For why 
do they leave Virtue, and follow Vice? 1s - .. 
It becauſe they are Tgnorant of the True 
Good ? but what is more Feeble than Ig- 
norance, or Spiritual Blindneſs? Do they 
Know wha they ſhould follow , and endea- 
your afcer , bur their Luſts {draw them alide 
ſome other way ? thus they appear to be 
moſt Feeble Creatures , who are ſo Unable 
to Reſiſt their Virious Inflinations. Do 
they Knowingly, and Willfully forſake thar 
Z which 
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which is Gond,and turn to rhe way of Vice? 
Put if ſo , they do not only ceaſe to be Pow. 
erful , bur they wholly relinquiſh their 
True, and Proper Being. For they who 
thus forſake the common End of All things 
that are, ceaſe alſo to have their Being. 
Which perhaps will ſeem to ſome to be very 
ſtrange, that we ſhould ſay that Zvill, or 
Wicked men , which ate by far rhe preateſt 
Namber, ſhould ceaſe to Be. Bur ſo itis 
for certain. For thoſe, who are ZvMl men, 
I do not deny to be £»ill men : bur deny 
that they may Purely , and Simply beſaid 
be be Men. For as thou mayſt ſay that a 
Cercaſ#is a Dead Mean , but thou mayſt not 

Y call ic Simply, and Abſolutely a Han: ſo 
" I hall crant thar thoie, who are Addicted 
to Vice, are Zvill meg, bur I cannot ac+ 
. knowledge Ablelutely that they are Men. 

| For that 7s or hath it's True, and Proper 
Feinr, which reteins Order, and preſerves 
its Nature : fiom which wharſoever doth 
revole,.it relinquiſherh It's Proper Being, 
which lyeth in it's Nature. Bur Evil men 
thou wilc ſay have ſome kind of Power : nei- 
ther ſiall I deny it 3 but this their Power 
does 
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does not proceed from Strength , bur Im- 
becillity : For they have the Powerto Do 
Evill, which they would not have, if rhey 
had the Effefnal Power of Doing Gord. Which 
Poſſibility doth plainly ſhew rhar they have 
not any Power, Truly, and Properly ſo 
calll'd. For i Evill have not. any Proper 
Being ,, or Nature, as we prov'da little be- 
fore, fith Wicked men have only the Power 
to Do Fvill, 'tis manifeſt that they have 
no True Power. It cannot be deny d. And 
thar thou mayft better underſtand whar kind 
of Power this is, we have determin'd a lit- 
tle before that ther's nothing more Fower- 
ful than the Soveraign Gaad. I know thou 
haſt , ſaid I, Bur the Same ( Soreraign 
Good) Cannor Do that which is Evill, No 
ſurely. Will any ene conceit, ſaid ſhe, 
that Men Can Do All things? None, bur 


ſuch a one, who is o'it of his wits. Bur 


they Can Do Evill. Would to God, ſaid I, 
They had no ſuch Power. Sith therefore 
He that Can Do nothing, but that which is 
Good,Can do All things;bur they Cannor Do 
All chings, who Can Do Z 71}, 'tis manifeſt 
that their Power is the leſs in as much as 

L 3 | they 
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they are Able tro Do Evill. Add hereuntg 
that All True Power 1s in the number of 
things tat are to be Defir d, and we have 
Prov'd that All things to be Defir'd are re- 
fer d ro Good, as to that wherin their Per- 
tect101 doth conſiſt. Bur the Poflibility of 
Performing a Wicked Action Cannot be re» 
fer dto Good: therefore its not to be De» 
$1. Put all True Power is 10 be Defir'd. 
"115 manifcſt rherefore that the Poſlibiluy 
__ of Doins Frill is ro True Power. Hence 
It aPPcats that Good men are allwayes Pqw- 
erful, that Wicked men are moſt Feeble, and 
Impotent. And the Truth of that Saying 
of Plato cannot be doubted. *©* ThatWife 
© 777071 onely Do what they Deſire , but that 
- « the Wicked Exerciſe their Luſts, but are 
«© never 4ble to Accompliſh t heir Deſires. For 
they Fo whatſoever their Luſts prompt 
them unto , whilſt by thoſe Courſes, wher- 
by they graiifie their Senſual Inclinations, 
they horeto Attein .to that Good which they 
Detire 3 bur they never Attein therunto, 
for 'tis impoſſible thar Villany ſhould Ap* 
proach to True Happineſs. 


The 


is 
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| Kings are not potent, if they be paſſionate. 


T hrones, Cloath'd with Robes of Majeſty , 
Their Guards Encompaſſing their Seats, 
Whilft all their Leokes are Silent Threats , 
Ther Proud Hearts ſwoln with cauſleſs Ire 
Ifthey were ftript of their Attire , 
Of their Falſe Shewes of Maj:ſty , | = 
Theſe Sov'raign Lords a man might ſee f £7 
To be themſelves ſai Bound with Chains , Ls 4s 
That vex them with inceſſant Pains. = 
Dire Lechery (that Smiles, and Kills) 
Their Cups with Sweet Wine Poyſon'd fills : 
Wrath makes a Temp:ft in the Soule , 
Unruly Thoughts, like Billowes, roule : 
Sometimes they fink in deep D+ſpair, 
Semetinges Hope throwes them here, and there. 
Thos ſe:ft how fach Fierce Tyrants be 
Enſlav'd unto the Tyranny 
Of Many Lords : what they would, they can't ds * 
Bu; where thoſe Lords command, there muſt they ge- 


T Hoſe Tyr ants , which thou ſeeſt on High 


L 4 The 
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The T n I'D PrO $. 8. 


T hat good men are not without reward, of 6 
vil without puniſhments. 


vg Ez5srt 7 then what Filth all Villany 

walloweth in , and how great a Splen- 
dor there is in True Virtue , and Integrity? 
In this it plainly appears that Good men are 
allwayes Rewarded , £vill menare allwayes 
Tormenied. For that, for which any A- 
Gion is Perform'd , ſeemeth to be the Re- 
ward of thar ſame Performance: as a Crow, 
or Garland, for which a man Runs, 1S Pro» 
Pos'd as a Reward to him that Runs a Race. 
Bur we have proav'd Happineſs is thart very 
GOOD for which All Acions are Per- 
form'd: Thar GOOD therefore is the 
common Reward thar is propos'd to All 
Humane AGions. Bur This cannot be kept 
from Good men. For he may not any longer 
be called a Cood man , who is not Partaker 
, of this Soveraign Good, Let the Wicked then 
Rage, a Wiſe, and Virtuous man keeps on 


his Crown, and it Fadeth nor away. For 
the 


gw > taf wn ©y end ot 
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the iniquity of Other men can never deprive 


2 Pious Soule of it's Proper Ornament. If 
he did Rejoyce in what he hath Receiv'd 
from Wirhour, this any other man, even 


he, who confer'd ir on him , might deprive _ 


him of. Bur. fith ic is confer'd on him by 
that Goodneſs, which is Within himſelfe, he 
will never want his Reward, as long, as 
he continues to be Good. Laſily fith every 
Reward is therefore Delir d becauſe ir is be» 
liev'd to be Good, who will ever judge that 
he who Poſlefleth the Zrae Good can miſs his 


Reward ? Bur what 1s rhis Reward ? cer- ' 


rainly the Faireſt , and Greateſt of All Re- 
wards. Remember the' Corollary which I 


gave thee bur a little before, and gather in 


the full Proofe of what I have ſaid thus : 
Sith the Soveraign Good 1s Irue Happines , 
'tis manifeſt thar All Good men even in this 
that they are Good do become Truly Happy. 
Bur it has been concluded that thoſe , who 
are Truly Happy are Gods. Such there- 
fore is the Reward of Good men , which ſhall 
not be worn out by the longeſt Time , nor 
diminiſhr by any mans Power, nor defil'd 


by any mans Iniquity, VIR. To become Gods. 


And 


es bo” 
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can ever doubt of the Pains, and Anxietig 
that are implyed 1n the nature of All Wick. 
ed Actions. For fith Good, and Evill, Pun. 
iſhment , and Reward are Oppoſite, it muſt 
needs be that whatſoever we lee in the Res 
ward of Good, that which 1s direaly Cons» 
trary therunto may be ſeen in the Puniſh. 
ment of Evill. As Virtue therefore is the 
Reward of the Virtuous, fo Vice and Im 
purity is the Torment of the Wicked. Bur 
now whoſoever ſuffers Puniſhment doubts 
not bur that he is oppreſt with Evill. If 
therefore they would rightly Judge of them» 
ſelves, could it ſeem to them that they are 
\ free from Tiouble, and Vexation , whom 
/ Wickedneis the greateſt of all Evils doth 
port only oppreſs , bur Fierce through, 
ſeizing , and Perverting all their Faculties? 
But Obſerve what Pains, and Anxieties at- 
tend the Wicked, in oppolitian to what we 
have ſaid of the True Pleaſure, and Satis- 
faction of thoſe thar are fincerely , and 


rye. For thou haſt been raught a little be- 
fare , that whatſoever Is, or hath any Pro- 
per 


——  - 


And ſith theſe thingsareſo, what Wiſe man 


firmly Poſſeſt of True Goodneſs, and Vit- 
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per Being , is One, and that ONE is 
GOOD. The Conſequenceof which is this, 
whatſoever hath any Proper Being, that alſo 


.js Good, * And thus whatſoever fatles ro be 


Good, ceaſeth to Be ; whence it is manifeſt 
that Evill men ceaſe to Be, what they Were. 
But that they were Men is ſhown by the 
Shape of an Humane Body , which ſtill re- 
mains. Wherefore the Temper of their 
Minds being Chang'd into ſuch Evilt Diſpo- 
fitions they have loſt rhe True Nature of 
Man. Bur fith Goodne/$, and Piety only can 
Advance any one beyond the Condition of 
Men , it muſt needs be that thoſe whom 
Wickedneſs hath Degraded from their Hs 
manity , ſhould fall beneath the Merit, or 
Dignity of a Rational Creature. Therefore 
whomſoever thou ſeeſt Transform'd by 
Vice, thou mayſt not any longer Eſteem 
him, asa Man. Doſt thou ſee any one to 
commit Rapine, being Enflam'd with the 
Love of Riches ? thau maylſt ſay that he is a 


Wolfe. Is any one Fierce, and Unquiet, 


exerciling his Tongue perpetually in Brauls, 


and Contentious ſpeeches ? thou mayſt_ 


compare him to a Dog, If he delight in 


ſubs 


if, 
#%., 
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ſubtle Cheats, and Wiles, thou mayſt com, 
Pare him toa Fox. Is he unable to ſup. 
Preſs his Anger, breaking forth into the 
greateſt Fury upon the leaſt provocation ? 
let him be Judg d to have the Soule of a Li. 
on. Is he exceeding Timorous , and ready 

to Flye, where there is not the leaſt Ar 
of any Fear? ler him be liken'd to the Hart. 
Is he Dull, and Slothful ? he'leads the Life 
ofan 4/s. Is he light, and Inconſtanr, 2ll- 
wayes changing his Reſolutions? he is like 
the Foules of the Aire. Does he Wallow in 
the Mire of Filthy Luſts? he is raken with 
the Pleaſure cf a Dirty Sow. Thus it comes 
to paſs that whoſoever having deſerted all 
True Goodneſs, and Picety ceaſeth tobe 
a Man, ſith he cannot Attein to the Divine 
Condition , heis turned into a Beaſt. 
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The TurirD VARs s. 


7 bat 2 vices are of greater force , than ens 
chantments. 


Lyſles with his Friends Arrives 

Unto the Iſle, where Circe Dwelt - 
With Cups Enchanted ſhe receives , 
Her Gueſts, whoſe Power they quickly felt. 
This Man is chang'd into a Bore - 
ALions Shape another takes : 
A third, when he would fain Deplre 
Theſe Changes, his own Shape foi ſabes, 
And now he doth not Weep, but Howle: 2 
One's Chang d into a Tygreſs mild, . £5 
Such, as the Indians do Controule , | DE 
As thoug h "twere not by nature Wild. 
But Mes reury commiſerates 
Ulyſſes, and him ſaves from harme : 
Though for him alſo Circe waits 
Toplague him with her direful Charme. 
Tet theſe that Sailed with Him ſup 
The Dregs of Her Enchanted Cup. 
The New- > ade Swine their Atorns + at , 
Eftranged now from T heir own Kind, | 

x 1n 
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In Voice, in Body, and in Meat, 

 _ fnall thingsel/e, except the Mind, 

Which for "this MonStrous Change doth Grieve: 

O feeble Charme, which though it can 

Make Humane Shape the Shape receive 

Of BeaFt, it cannot Change the Man, 

The Life, and Vigor of M:nhind 

1s Inward in the Hear n-born Mind. 

Thus Poiſen (Vice) # ſironger far , 

Man of Himſelfe It guite deprives ; 

Although the Outward Man It fpare 

Men lo/e by 1t T heir proper Lives. 


The F ouURTH PROSE, 
Of the miſery of wicked men. 


) Ur the Vuloar regards not theſe thines. 
What then ? ſhall we be like them, 
whom we have demonſtrated to be no other. 
than a ſort of rrational (Creatures ? Whartif 
any one having wholly loſt his Sighr, ſhould 
forget that he had ever feen any thing , and 
conceit that there was nothing wanting to 


him of Humane Perfection, ſhould we rhere- 
fore 


( 

( 

| 
| 
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fore judge thoſe that rerein their Sight to 
be Blind likewiſe ? For the Vulgar refuſe 
their Aſſent to this alſo ; which depends up» 
on as firm, and ſolid grounds, as any thing 
we have formerly demonſtrated,viz. © 7 hat 
« tho/e Perſons are more Miſerable that Do an 
« Injury , than thoſe that Suffer it. T would. 
fain hear , ſaid I , what grounds thou canſt 
ſhew for this. Doſt thou deny , quorth ſhe, 
that every Wicked man is worthy of Puniſhs 
ment? No ſurely. Bur 1t appears by many 
| Reaſons that they are Miſerable, who are 


Wicked. *'Tis true , ſaid I. Whoſoever gg” Þ 
then are worthy of Puniſhment, thou doubr-Ig% 
-eſt not but they are Miſerable. It cannot Mn 

be deny'd 5 quoth I. If therefore thou didſt 


fir, asa Judge, on whom wouldſt thou cons - 
ceive that Puniſhment ſhould be inflicted, on 
him , who has Done, or on him tho has 
Suffer'd an Injury ? 1 doubt nor, ſaid I, 
but that I ſhould fatisfie the Perſon Injar'd. 
by the Griefe of him , that hath done the 
Injury. The njzrios therefore would feeny 
to be more Miſerable, than he, who harh 
receivd the Injury. Ir followes indeed, 
laid I, By this Reaſen therefore and others 

| of 
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of the like Importance, viz. that Vice and 
Impurity does by it's own Nature make 
men Miſerable*, jr is moſt evident that he 
who offers an Injury, not he, who receives 
it, doth thereby become Miſerable. But 
now , quoth ſhe, our Advocates AG quite 
contrary to this. For they endeavour to 
move the Pity , or Commiſeration of the 
Judges rowards thoſe , who have Suffer'd 


ſome Great Injury , wheras indeed, they 


ſhould be rather Piryed , who have con- 
traced the Guilre of being ſo Injurious : 
whom their Accuſers ſhould not be mov'd 


2 PP y to bring before the Judge by Wrath, and 


Indignation , but by a Generous Piry , and 
Deſire of their Welfare, as Sick folk. are 


brought to the Phyſtion, that by the In- 


flition of External Puniſhment they may be 
Cur'd of their Inward Diſtempers. And 
thus the Employment of thoſe that Plead 
for Offenders would either totally ceaſe, or 
ifit ſhould be cominued for rhe Good of 
' Mankind , it would ke turn'd into the Form 
ofan Accuſation. The Wicked rhemſelves 
if they could have but a Glimpſe of Virtue; 
-—_ they haye Forſaken y and could per- 
cerve 


( 


* — 
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ceive that they ſhould be in ſome capacity. 
of cleanſing themſelves from the Filth of 
their Vices by receiving their due Puniſh- 
mext , their Pains being: recompenc'd with 
the obreining of True Goodneſs, and Piety, 
they would not eſteem them to be the Ob- 
jet of their Horror, and Averſation , and 
they would refuſe the" Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
men, that make Apologies for ſuch who De- 


ſerve Puniſhment, and yeild themſeles to be. 


Diſpos'd of according to the Pleaſure of 


their Accuſers; and of the Judges: : Whencey _ = 
it comes to paſs that among Wiſe men there Kg 


is no Place teft for Hatred. For who bur an 
egregious Foole will Hate Good men ?. And 
it is alſo againſt all Reaſon to Hate Wicked 
men. Forifa YVitiows, and Depraved Tem- 
per be the Sickneſ9of the Soule;fith we judge 
thoſe that are Sick in Body in no wiſe to de» 
ſerve our Hatred, but rather our Pity, much 
rather are they not to be Hated, but Pityed,, 
whoſe Minds are oppreſt with Vice, and 
Impurity , a more Cruel Diſtemper than a- 
by that can afflict the Body. 


M The 
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The Fournrn VaRss. 


No man is to be hated, the good are to be bs 
ved, and the evil to be pityed. 


VV Hy do you, Mortals, labour ſo (Hands? 

To Get your Deaths with your own 

Although you would, you cannot go 

From Fate : [t s Courſe no Power withſlands, 

T hoſe, whom the Wild Beaſts would Annoy, 

And Tear both with their. Teeth, and Clawes , 
E ach other would with Swords Deſtroy. 

1s't that they Differ in their Lawes, 

And Manners that they fo Purſue 

Each other ? This we can't Approve. 

Tf thou wilt yeild to All their Due- 

T he Wicked Pity, Good men Love. 
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The Frvyx i SES 1 


Bretius complaineth, that pro Geri and ad- 
verſity are common both to good and badd. 


Hau ſaid I. I ſee what Felicity 1s 
implyed in the Nature of Good, and 
what Miſery in the Nature of Evil Adions. 
Butin this Outward Eſtate about which the 
Generality of men are ſo much concern'd,. 
it ſeemeth ro me that there is ſomewharof 
Good, and ſomewhat of £xill. For no Wiſe 
man would chooſe rather to be Baniſht , 
Pore, Diſgrac'd,, than 10. remain Safe in 
his own Country, Rich , Honor'd, Power- 
tul. Forby ſuch means Wiſedome AcGs her 
Part with greater Renown, and with more 
Advantage to the Workd , the Happinels of 
thole that aze in Authority being in a man- 
ner transfus'd into the People that are un- 
der them : eſpecially fith Priſons, Lawes 
and all Legall Penalties, ace Ordain'd for 
thoſe, that are Injurious. Therefore I am 
Aſtoniſhr to ſee things thus turned upſide 
cown , Good men lying under ſuch Puniſh- » 
M 7 ments, 
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ments , as are due to the Wicked, the Re: 
wards of Virtue being ſnatcht away by thoſe 
That have immerſt themſelves 1n the deepeſt 
Vices. Burt I ſhould leſs wonder it I did be- 
lieve All things to.be huddled in Confuſion 
by Chance , or Caſualty. Now it encreaſ- 
eth my Aſtoniſhment that GOD ts the Go- 
vernor of All things : ſirh He often diſtri. 
butes Eaſe , and Contentment to Good 
men, and Trouble, and Vexation ro Wick- 
ed men ; and on rhe contrary much Hard- 
ſhip , and AfFi&jon ro Good men , and the 
greateſt Proſperity to the Wicked , unleſs 
there may bea Reaſon given for theſe things, 
how doth his Governmenr difter any whit 
from Chance, or meer Caſualtie? Tis no 
wonder, ſaid ſhe , if any thing ſeem to be 
Piſorder'd, and Confus'd, the Order ther- 
of being not diſcover d. Bur although thou 
doſt not underſtand the Cauſe of this Ma- 
Nacement of the Pniver/e, yer ith tt 15 G0- 
vern'd By Almighty GOODNESS, thou 
mayſt nor doubt but that All things are Done 
| for the Beſt 


The 
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The Firtrtu VERS mn, 


Admiration ceaſeth , when the cauſes of things 
are known. 


, 


Ho hnowes not how Stars neer the Polet do ſliae , 
\ And how Bootes his ſlow waine does guige , *} 
Why he ſets late,and does fo early riſe , 
May wonder at the courſes of the 5kies. 
If the fall Icon bereaved ts of light © 
Infefted with a darkneſs like to night , 
An crrour ſtraight through Vulgar minas dothjaſs, 0 _.. 
Tataſe her laboring light they brat on Braſs : __ 
But ne one wonders why the Winds do blow, — Ds 
Nor why bot Phazbos beams diſſolve the ſsow , 
Theſe are well known, th: other hidden lye , 
And therefore mor: our hearts they terriſ1e. 


| T boſe ſtrange Events, which T «me but fe el dome by ings > 
: Ana the vaine people Count 4s Tuddain thin fr, 
If we our mind; from ignorance could free , 


Y 


No longer wonld by a admired be. 
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The StxTHn PROVTE. 


Of providence and Fate , and why profperitic 
and adverſitie are common both to good and 


bad. 


53 WL right, ſaid I. Bur fith ir is thy. 
Taske to unfold the hidden Cauſes of 
_ things, and ro Clear the Obſcureſt Truthes; 
1 pray thee Determine this matter : and be- 
cauſe this Strange thing 1s that, by which 
2m moi difturb'd, and perplexr, Diſc ourſe 
therof at large. Then Smiling a little ſhe 
ſpake thus: This Jngairy is the moſt dith- 
cult of all , which will hardly be farisfyed 
with any thing that can be faid in Anſwear 
therunto. For the Marter is ſuch that one 
doubt being Cutrof, many others Grow up 
like the Heads of the Snake Hydra : neither 
will therc be any end of theſe Doubts, and 
Scruples, unleſs they are Burnt up with 
the moſt Lively Fire of an Ardent Mind. For 
here Queſtions are wont to be made of the 
Simplicity of Providence,of the Series of Fate, 
of (udden, 2nd unexpedted Accidents , of 


the 
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the Divine Knowledge , and Predeſtination, 
of the Liberry of the Will: And of how 
rear Weight ſuch Queſtions are , Thou 
thy ſelfe arr not unſenſible. Bur becauſe. 
the Knowing of theſe things is a part of the 
Medicine which thy Diſtemper requires , al- 
though. I am much ſtreighrned wich the 
ſhortneſs of Time, yer I ſhall endeavour to 
ſay ſomewhat in Anſwear to the Peep Que- 
ſtion thau haſt propas'd. Bur though thow 
art much taken with the ſweet Harmony of 
our Verſes, thou muſt defer this Pleaſure a 
lictle while, 'rill I ſhall have madea due, 
andorderly Contexture of ſuch Reaſons, as 
tend to the Solution of thy Doubts. Doas 
thou thinkſt fir, ſakd I. Then as if ſhe paſt © 
to another Subjed, thus ſhe Diſcaurſt. The 
Generation of All things., and All the Pro- 
preſs of Changeable Natures, and whatſoe- 
ver has any.kind of Motion, receiveth it's 
Cauſes, Order, Formes from the Stability 
of the Divine Mind. Which remaining Sted- 
faſt, and Immovable in the Hight of it's 
own Sizeplicity doth Aſſien a Manifold , and 
Variable Manner of Proceeding to the Af- 
fairs here below. Which Manner of Pro- 

M 4 ceeding , 
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ceeding , whilſt it is Beheld in.the Purity 
of the Divine {ntelligence , ts called PR O- 
VIDENCE: but when it is refer'd to 
the thincs that ir Moveth, and Diſpoſeth, 
the Antients gave it the name of FATE. 

That theſe Too do differ thus from one a= 
nother, it will eaſily appear , if any man 
ſhail confider the Imporrance of each of 
them. For Providence 1s that Divine Rea- 
ion ſeated in the SOVERAIGN LORD 
of the Whole Creation, which Dipoſeth 
All things : but Fateis that Diſpoſition in- 
Hherent in things Movable , by which Pros 
zidence Embraceth them. All at once, though 
they are Divers , though they are Infinite: 

Bur Fate purs them into their ſeveral Ranks, 
according to Motion, Flaces, Formes, and 
Times : to that the Unfolding of the Order 
of things in Time, being Simple, and Un- 
divided i in tne Proiped of the Divine Mind, 

3s called Providence - but the ſame Unity,or 
Simplicity, being as it were Sever'd, and 
Unfoided in the Succeſſions of Time, is 
, called Fate. Though theſe Two are Divers, | 
| yer one depends on the other. For the Or- 


der of Fate proceeds from the Simplicity « of 
Pro. 
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Providence. For the Artificer perceiving in 
his Mind the Form, or Faſhion of the thing, 


he is about ro Make, begins to Effe& whar 


he has Contriv'd; and what he Sap all at 
once inhis Mind, he Works out at Divers 
Times with his Hands: So GOD by Pre- 
vidence Diſpoſeth All rhings at once firmly , 
and Unalterably ; bur by Fate theſe ſame 
things, which He hath Diſpos'd, He Ma- 


nagethin a Manifold, and Fariable Manner. * 


Whether therefore Fate be exercis d by cer- 
tain Divine Spirits, Attending upon Pro- 
vidence , or by the whale Courſe of Nature, 


_ or by the Motions of the Stars &c. Cer- _ 


tainly it is manifeſt that Providence is the 


Immouable , and Simple Form of things to be K+ 


Done : kur that Fate is the Movable Con- 
nexion, and Temporal Order of thoſe things, 
which Divine Simplicity hath Ordain'd. 
Whence ic comes to pats, that All things, 
which are under Fate, are ſubjed alſo to 


Providence ; which Fate it ſelfe is ſubzeq un- | 


to. But ſome tharare under Providence are 
beyond the Compaſs of Fate. Such are 
thoſe things, which being Fixr,: and Immo- 


_ Yable by their Neerneſs to the FIRST 
| D I- 


-_ 
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DIVINITY Tranfcend the: Order of 
| Fatal Alterations. For.as of Orbs, or Circles 
which turn themſelves about the fame Cen. 
zre, that which is Inmoſt comes neer to the 
Simplicity of the Centre , or Middle-Point, 
and 1s as 1t were the Centre ro the arker 
Orbs, about which they are turn'd : bur the 
Ourmoſt, by how much the farther it.is 
| from the Centre , with ſo much the Larger 
Compaſs it is Wheel'd about; And if any 
> Joynirſelfe to that Middle-point , it ceaſerh 
J from it's former Revolution : In like man» 
ner - that which goes farther from the 
FIRST MIND is more Entangpled in the 


at Liberty from Fate, by how much Neerer 
it Approacheth to that Centre of All things. 
Tf ſo be thar it conſtantly Adhere to the 
Firmneſs , and Stability of the Supream 
Mind, fſith ir Moves not to, and fro, it 
keeps above the Neceſlity of Fate. There- 
fore as Rea/oning or Diſcourſe is to the 1n- 
zelleF ; as that which is Produc'd to that 
which hath-Being of it /elfe ; Time ro Eter- 
nity ; a Circle to the Centre : ſois the Mo- 
yable Series of Fate to the Stable Ore, 
0 


Cords of Fate ; and by ſo much any thing is. 
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| of Providence. This Series of Fate Moveth 
Heaven, and the Stars, Ordereth, and 
Diſpoſeth the Elements in their Commixtures 
and Tranſ/awtations. The ſame. reneweth 
things that ſpring up , and dye away , by the 
wonred Courſes of Seed, and that which it 
Bringeth forth. This © Binds together the 


Acions , and, Forruncs of men with an In- 


diſſoluble Connexion of Cauſes : which, fith 
they Proceed from thoſe Immovable Cauſes, 
muſt needs be themſelves alſo Immovable. 
For ſo are things Govern'd in the Beſt Man- 
ner , tharcan be, if Simplicity remaining 
in the Divine Mind, gives, out a Neceſlary , 
and Unalterable Order of Cauſes ; bnt this 
Order by it's own Mmcommutability keeps all 
things Mztable within their ſeveral Ranks, 
and Conditions , which otherwiſe would 
run into Confufkon. Whence 1t comes to 


* © His meaning 15 not this , that men ave Fatally , aud Irrefiſtibly 
« tack/n*d to thetr ARtions, but that thoſe Fortunes , or Outward 
<«< Events that befall them ( 1: we uſe to ſprake) are laevitably «eAſ- 
« (iex'd to them by the Divine Providence, 14 the wayes of Jullice, 
NT ond Mercy Anſwerable to the Moral Grodneſs , or Pravity 
« thetr ſeveral Adﬀtions; To per Eniou bn ef vrnr (Cuy ir) 
*x4). Ta 5 EmauBairorm Tais Aigiator, 71” Ths [leyvoies 
Keio: we1ctty, 2705 Aﬀiay dpurrfouls'n my Yu'3s Att 34056, 
FLerocies de Providemtia, &' Faro, 


paſs, 
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Paſs, that although. ro you, -who- come 
ſhort of the right Apprehenſion of Order, 
All things may ſeem to be turned upſide 
down, never the leſs this Manner of Pro. 
ceeding Aſſigned to them by Providence Dj- 
reds them to the True Good. For even 
Wicked men themſelves never propoſe Evill, 
as the End of any of their Actions : who, as 
hath been ſhown at large, are turn'd out of 
the way by their own Wicked Error, bur 
ORDER -Proceeding from the Centre of 
the Soveraign Good makes not any man tg 
Decline from It's own ORIGINAL. 
Bur, thou wilt ſay , what worſe Confuſion 
can there be than this, that ſometimes Ad- 
verſity ,- and ſometimes Proſperity ſhould 
happen to the Righteous, and alſo that the 
Wicked ſhould ſometimes Artein to that, 
which they Deſire, and be ſometimes Op- 
preſt with thar which they would Avoid? 
what then,do men ſhewſuch perfe& Strength 
of Judgement , and Integrity of Heart in 
their Lives and Converſation, thar thoſe 
whow they Judge to be Righteous, or to 
be Wicked muſt needs be ſuch, as they e- 


ſteem them to be? But we ſee the Judge: 
| ments 
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ments of men Differ in nothing more than in 
this : and thoſe who are cſteem'd by ſome 


to deſerve a Reward, are by others elteem- 
ed worthy of the ſevereſt Puniſhment. Bur 
ler us grant thar any one could clearly De- 
termine who are Richteous, and who are 
Wicked : what then, would he be able ro 
Diſcern the /nmoFf Temper , and Conſtitution 
of Soules, as we uſe to expreſs it, when 
we ſpeak of Bodies? For toone that under- 
ſtands it not, 'tis no leſs wander; why to 
ſome Healthy Bodies Sweet things are A- 
orecable, to others Bitter things: Why 
ſome Diſeaſes are Cur d with fofr, and gen- 
tle Medicines, others with thoſe, which 
are moſt ſharpe, and piercing: Eur 1t 1s 
no whit ſtrange to the Phyſitian who ſear- 
ches into the ſtare, and Condition of Bodies 
both in Health ; and in Sickneſs. And what 


Is the Health of Soules but Virtue ; or 7rie 
"Goodneſs? whar 1s their Sickneſs, but Vice ? 


Bur who 1s there; that can either give that 
which is Good for us; or drive 2way that 


- Which 1s £2441, bur GOD, the Governour, 


and Phyſitian of Soules ? who looking from 
the High Tower of his Providence Secs what 
the 
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the Inward Condition of Every man doth 
require, and Applies that which He. Sees 
to be Requiſite, and Suitable to his Congi- 
tion. Hence it is that the Order of Fate is 
ſuch Marter of wonder, and Aſtoniſhmenr 
to the World, iz. that Tenorant Men can- 
not bur be Amus'd at that which is Done þ 
the Infinitely Wiſe GOD. For that I may 
lightly touch ara few things, which Hu. 
mane Reaſon is ſomewhat capable of being 
exercis d about ; concerning the Divine 
\ DEPTH : As for this man whom thou 
thinkeſt to be moſt Obſervant of Law , and 
. Equity , the contrary is moſt Evident to 
Providence that Knoweth All things. And 
My Lucan ſaith that © 7 he Cauſe of the Con- 
« guerour was Pleaſing to the GODS, bat 
v« of the Conquer d to Cato. Wharſoever then 
t}ou mayſt ſee ar any time to be Done here 
ujon Earth, there is certainly a Right Or- 
derin the Things themſelves ; but thine O- 
pinion concerning them 1s Perverſe, and 
Confus'd : Bur ſuppoſe there ke any one ſo 
ſyncerely Virtuous that he is both Accepta- 
bleto GOD, and Approv'd of Men : yet, 
it may be, he wants a Courageous, and un- 
danted 
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danted Spirit : ro: whom if any Adverſity 
ſhould happen , Perhaps he will no longer 
take care to Preſerve his Innocency, by 
which he could not retein his Fortune. 
Therefore the Wiſedome of the Divine Diſ- 


penſation deals Gently with him, whom - 
Adverſity might incline to Wickedneſs, that 


he may not be Afﬀrited, who 1s not Quali- 
fyed ro Endure Afiicttion. Another hath 


" Artein'd to the Perfection of All Virtue, an 


Holy Perſon , Fully Partaking of the Divine 
Nature , the All-wiſe GOD Judzecs that it 
' would be contrary to the Rules of Juſtice, 
that this man ſhould be toucht with any Ad- 
verſity , ſo that He does not ſufier fucha 
man to be Afﬀiced even with any Bodily Di- 
ſtempers. For as one , more Excellent 
than Sayes Ares lips 04a voy jprrs oixphuer, 
Bur many times it comes to paſs that the 
chiefe Management of things ts by Provi- 
dence put intro the Hands of Good men, that 
Abounding Wickedneſs may berepreſt. To 
others the Supream Wiſedome, and Goodneſs 
diſtributeth a Medley of Pleafing , and Bit- 
ter things According to the Temper and Diſ- 
Polition of their Soxles : ſome He Curbs , 

and 


| 
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and Reſtrains leaſt they grow Wantorny 
long Proſperity : others He makes to ſuffer 
Hardſhip , that by the Uſe , and Exerciſe 
of Patience they may be contirm'd' in All 
Virrue, and ſtrength of Mind. Others are 
roo Fearful of that, which they are Able tr 


of thar, which they are not Able ro Endure, 
Theſe men that they may Know themiclves 
He brings into Adverity. Some have pur- 
« Chac'da Venerable Name in this World at 

NY the Price of a Glorious Death. Some being 
Ungdanted in the greateft Torments have gi- 
ven to\athers an Example of this Truth, thar 
Virtues Invincible in any Calamity what- 
ſoever : | 
it comes, and how ir tends to the Good of 
thoſe, whom we ſee ro labour under 11, may 
not be doubted. This alſo, that ſometimes 
Sad things befall the Wicked, ſometimes 
they have the things that they Wiſh for,doth 
proceed from the ſame Cauſes. No man 
wonders at this, that Sad things ſhould be- 
fall-them , whom every one Judges to de- 
ſerveſo lll. Whoſe Puniſhmenrs are a Ter- 


ror to others that they may not be guilty of 
che 


a 
oo 


Endure : others are too apr to make light * 


which how rightly , and Orderly 
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the like Offences, and they conduce to the 
Amendment of thoſe, upon whom they are 
Inflifed : Bur the Proſperity of the Wicked 
1sa clear Demonſtration to thoſe rhat De= 
light in Virtue, whar they are to Judge of 
that kind of Happineſs which they lee to 
Attend upon the Worſt of men. And here 
I conceive this alſo to be the Tendency of 
the Divine Diſpenſation, that ſome tmmen are. 
Naturally ſo Head-ſtrong, and Violent in 
their wayes, that the want of Mony would 
. excite them ro.commit the greateſt Wicked- 
'neſs: Providence by diſtributing Riches to 
ſuch kind of Perſons applics a Remedy to 
their Diſtemper. This man obſerving his 
Conſcience Defil'd with all manner of Im- 
Purities, and comparing Himſelfe with His 
Fortune , is perhaps ſtruck with a Fear 
leaſt the Loſs of thar ſhould be exrream 
Grievous, the Enjoyment whereof 1sfo De- 
lightſome unto him : rherefore he will be- 
take himſelfe toa New Courſe of Life, and 
whilſt he Fears that his Fortune ſhall he 
_ Taken from him, he makes ſpeed to Depart 
from his Injiquity. Others are: ſuddenly 
brought to their Deſerved Ruine by the 
N | Proſe 
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Proſperity they have Abus'd. Some are 
permitted to have the Power of Infliding 
Puniſhment for the #xer:i/e of Good men, 
and the Yexation of the Wicked. For as 
there is no League between the Lovers of 
Virtue, and the Slaves of Vice; ſo theſe 
Slaves of Vice can never Agree amongſt 
themſelves. How ſhould it be otherwiſe? 
their Conſciences beinp torn in Peeces by 
the Fury of their vile Aﬀections , they Diſ- 


ſent from Their own Minds, and ofcen Do 


thoſe things , which when they have Done, 
' they Determine that they ought not in any 
Caſe to have Done ſuch things. sWhence it 


1s that the Divine Providence hath ofcen pro» - 


duc'd this great Miracle, that even Wicked 
men inake other Wicked men to become Vir- 
ruous. For whilſt ſome Unrighreous Perſons 
ſeem to themſelves to ſuffer moſt Unjuſtly 
by thoſe that are as Bad as themſelves, or 
Worſe ; Burning with Indignation againſt 
thoie, who have dealt ſo Injuriouſlly with 
them, they return to the wayes of Virtue, 
wilt they endeavour to render themſelves 
Unlike ro thole, againſt whom they have 


concciv'd ſuch Hatred. For 'tis only rhe 
Pows 
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Power of the ALMIGHTY to which 
fvils become Good, wiiillt by the uſe He 
makes of them He draweth forth ſome Gond 
Ffef. _ For a certain Order Embraceth All 
things , ſo thar whatſoever hath ſerv d 
from thar Courſe, which by Providence was 

_ Primatily or Antecedently Aſſign'd unto it, it 
falls ſti!l within the Compaſs of Order; leaſt 
any Chance, or Temerity ſtould have any 
thing to do in the Kingdome of Providence; 
"Apzaagov o* wr T& 7 be! :VOs TE. W BEL UP The 
Wir of Man can never comprehend, nor 
his Eloguence Expreſs all the Contrivan- 
ces of the Divine Worke. Let it ſufnce thar 
ſo much hath been made Known unto thee, 
that GOD, the Author of All Natures, ſo 
Ordereth, and Diſpoſeth All things, as to 
Dire& them to the True Good : whilſt He 
makes thoſe things, which He hath Pro- 


TW TD. WT wh ways 1 Ws 


duc'd to retein ſome Reſemblance of Him- + 


ſelfe, by :the Series of Fatal Neceſſity He 
Pantſheth 241] Ewill out of His Dominions. 
Whence it comes to paſs that thouch Zwill 
feems ro Abound here upon Earth, if thou 
doſt confider how All Events are Order'd, 
and Dilſpos d by Providence thou wilt nor 
NT - fnd 


> 
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find any thing that deſerves the name of F- 
z/ill. Bur I ſee rhou art over-burthen'd 
with the Weighr of the Queſtion , and wea- 
Tied with the Prolixity of the Reaſons I 
have produc'd for the Solution of it, and 
that thou doſt exped to be Refreſht with 
the Sweetnelſs of Verſe. Take a Draughr 
then to ſtrenothen thine Attention to that 
Parr of my Diſcourſe , which is yet behind. 


The STRE Y KEW 
Philo/uphy praiſeth Gods providence, 


F with Pure Thonght thou wilt Deſcry 
_* Jehovah's * Power, and Equity 
_ Linke up to Heaun Above. © [ 
7 here Natures League is kept s noWars 
Þ; ere ecer heard of there : the Stars 
Ne're broke the Bonds of Love. 
*ols Fiery Chariot keeps it s Courſe , 
KA;r d11h it with ungovern d Force ( 
Fi:zbcs Coole Wain orethrow. 


Y 


* Jura, 2” | | 
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T he Bear on High doth ne're Deſir Ire 
In the Deep Sea to plunge h#s Fire ; 
Though other Stars do /0. 
Veſpers we're failes to come at Night, 
And Lucifer ſtill brings Day-Light , 
In which All things R ejoyce. | 
This Love keeps them in their Right Way : 
Thus they all Diſcord drive away , 
And all Tumultnaous Noi/e. 
T his Peace the I lements doth guide : 
By 7 his do Contraries abide_ _— 
tn their Alternate Force. FC 
Drought yields to Moiſture, Cold to Heat , 
Fire ftrives the highe$t Place to get , 
Farth downwards bends it's Courſe. 
And by thoſe Cauſes doth the Sprino 
New Leaves; and Flowres moSt fragrant bring: \ 
Hot Summer brings Ripe Corn : 
Autumn's the Time far Apples: then © 
Black Winter brings the Cold agen, 
And makes large Showres return. 
Both Nouriſhment this Temper gires , 
And Birth, to ev ry thing that Few 
{th Waters, or the Earth: 
And tis the Same that Takes away | 


What was Brought forth 5 All things Decay , 
N 3 T hat 


; PF 
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T hat ever had their Birth. 
IWhilS the Creator Sits on High , Y 


| End Orders things both in the Skye, 


£nd in this World below, 

Almighty Lord, F ternal hing , 

7 he LAY ,cnd FUDGE, the Boundleſs Spring, 
From whence All Bein gs flow. 


He Stops thoſe Motions, 2 h He gave : 


And ſett/es things that fleet, and wave. 
Far if Right Motions He 
Dd nt to Circlings turn «gain, 


| 1 heir Being things would not retain , 
BP bt Vanich inirundty: 


" All things Partate of this Great Love, 
That they may Reſt in Good, they Move. 
For nothing could them Jave 


From Per iſhing, but Love that drawes 


7 hem back again to the Firſt Cauſe 
33 hich Being to them gave. | 


The 
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The SBvVENTH Pros n. 
AN fortune 55 good. 


Os T thou not ſee now what 1s the 
Conſequence of all. thar I have ſaid. 
What, quoth I? That Every Fortune , or 
Outward Condition |{ as ir comes from 
GOD ] is Good. How is thar, ſaid 1? 
obſerve what ſay , quoth ſhe, fith Every 
Condition being either Plea/1ng, or Grievors, 
comes for the Rewarding , or Exerciſing of 
Good men ; or elle for the Puniſhing, or 
Reforming of the Wicked ; whatſoever it 15, 
it muſt needs be Good, which, 'ris mant- 
feft., is the Inſtrument either of the Diz7me 
Juſtice, or Mercy. The Reaſon thou giveſt, 
ſaid I, is moſt true : And if I confider Pro- 
videnes, and Fate, which thou didſt ſhew 
me a little while ſince, this Conclulinn 15 
moſt Firm, and Irrefragable. Bur if thou 
wilt, letus pur it into the number of thoſe 
Poſitions, which, as thou ſaydlt a little be- 
fore are contrary to the Coinmon Opinion. 
Haw ſo, quoth ſhe ? Becauſe quorh I, this 
| N 4 bean: 
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ſpeech 1s often in the Mouthes of men, thar 
ſome have Ill Fortune. Wilt thou there- 
fore, ſaid the, that we yeild a lirtle to the 
ſpeeches of the Vulgar, leaſt we ſeem to 
£O too far from rhe Uſe and Cuſtome of 
Mankind. As thou thinkeſt fit, ſaid I. Doſt 
thou not then judge that ro be Goad, which 
is Profitable ? yea ſutely, faid I. Burt that 
Fortune, which cither Fxerci/eth, or Cor- 
refeth is Profitable. True , ſaid I. There- 
fore it is Cood. Who can deny that ? Bur 
=. his belongs to them who being elther Eſta- 
F; —_—_ _ Virtue make War with Affiiction 
EZ or being Convinc'd of the Miſery that 
comes on them by their Vices Break forth 
into the way of Viriue. I cannot but Ac- 
knowledge this, faid 1. Bur what, a Plea- 
ſingCondition , which 1s Fiven as a Reward. 
10 Good men, do the Vulear efteem ir 10 
be Evil? In no wite: bur, as it 1s, they 
Judge 1tto le / xceeding Good, What ofthe 
Orher Condicion, which, fith it 1s Sharpe, 
and Grier, 13 fordahe Reſtraining of the 
Wicked by Juſt Puniſhment, do they ſup- 
Poicittol;e Cord? Nay, quoth ſhe, they 
jJudac it to be inolt Miſerable. See _ if 
L- 7: | ol- 
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followins even the Opinion of the Vulgar 
we have not Prov'd ſomewhat very contrary 
to the Common Opinion ? what, ſaid 1? 
For from thoſe things, ſaid ſhe , which 
have been granted, it muſt of neceſſity be 
infer'd that to Thoſe who have Attein'd to 
the Full Poſſeſſion of Virtue, or have made. 
ſome Progreſs towards it , or are Really Jx- 
clin d therunto, Every Condition 1s Good ; 
but to Thoſe, who remain in their Wicked= 
neſs.Every Condition 1s £ xceeding Evill. This 
is true, ſaid I, though ther's hardly any 
one, that dares Acknowledge it. Where- 
fore, ſaid ſhe, A Wile man ought not tc 
be Troubled, when he 1s to Fight with For- 
wne, asSit heromen not 2. Stout Souldier 
to be any way. diſturb'd when the Trumpet 
ſounds an Alarm. For Hardſhip , and Dif- 
ſiculty is to the one an Occaſion of enlarging 
nis Renown, to the other of improving his 
Wiſedome. Ang henceit is that Zrue Good 
neſs in the Hearts of Men is called VI R-' 
TUE , becauſe it's Firtue, Power, and 
fficacy is ſuch, tharitcan never be Ode 
come by any Adverſity. For being Plac' d 


on the Borders of Virtue, you are nor come 
_ ner 


FI 
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hirher to indulge to your vain Deſires , and 


to loſe your ſtrength in the Enjoyment of 
Senſual Pleaſures ; bur here you muſt pre. 
pare your ſelves for a Fierce Encounter 
with Both Fortunes, that you may not be 
Caſt down by Adverſity, nor Corrupted by 
Proſperity. Stick to the Mean with all 
your Force. Whatſoever is beneath it, 
or goes beyand it, implies a Contempt 
of True Happineſs , gives you not any Re» 
compence for all your Labours. Tis pur 


% to your Choice, what kind of Forrune you 


Y would rather have. For whatſoever ſeem- 
eth to be Griewws, if t do not Exerci/e, or 
Reform , it Puniſheth. 


\ 


} 
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The StEvantTHn VERSE. 
Philoſop hy exhorteth to labours. 


f] Ard Labowrs made (a) Alcides Great : 

He did the Boaſting (b) Centaurs Beat , 
He Skin'd the Lion firong, and Feirce 

With his own * Clawes : [#5 Arrowes pierce 

The (c) Harpyes : He thoſe Apples tooke , 

. And ſcorn d the Furious Dragons Lonee 

He Chain'd Black (d) Cerbe'rus : and 'tzs ſaid 
That He Curs'd (e) Diomedes made 

Food for 's own Horſes ; which he fed 

With Me1, whoſe guiltleſs Bloud he ſhed. 

He made (f') Achetous loath to ſhew | 
His Head : His trong Arm (g) Hydra Slew : { 
(hb) Antzus on the Sands He caſt : 


(1) Hercules, (b) Half? men and halfe horſes, * "ErSw wor 
a Tanz Twp T1; em Tees Wvs nongau, Av ms S$pua Agorns 
a vacy Cen *Orgyxeart, Theocrt, Idyll; 25. (c) Huge birds 
in the {en called Stymphalns in Arcadia. (d) The Dog Cerberus 
who had 3. heads. (ct) Dtomrdes King of Thracia , who fedd big 
borſes with mans fleſh, (f) who had turned bim{tlfe into the ſorme 
of a Bull, (g) A Serpent with 5o. beads , which as faſt as one 
was cut off wad two grew up in ihe place. (h) The ſone of Nentu- 
ne , who by touching the earth recovered (irength , and therefore 
| Hercules heid kim up , ard ſo ſlew bim. 

And 
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And made Stout (i) Cacus breath his laſt. 

He Kill d the Wild Bore : and at leneth 

Migh Atlas crav d hi Help full Strength : 

To bear up Heav'n He lahour d hard, 

And Hearn it Jelfe was His R ward. 

Go, Valiant Men, where you are Led 

By Great F:xamples : let no Dread 

Or Sloth apprefs your noble Breſt : 
 #Endure theſe Pains, you ll come to Ref}. 

O're th' F arth extend your Viforys , 

And Heav'n above [hall be your Prize. 


(i) Yalcans ſos, who did caft out of his mouth fire and ſmoly, 


(205) 
HETXIA. 


T Her's no Diſturbance in the Heav'ns Above ,- 

And Heav nly Soules Do nothing elſe, but Love: 
No Anger, no Remorſe, no Di(content | 
Can ſeize a Soule, that's Truly Innocent , 

And Aims at nougbt, but that ſhe may Combine 
With All foe finds, Like to Blerſelfe, Divine - y 
And, Seeing things in ſuch Confuſion burl'd , 
' Dots not Contend with, but Deſpiſe the World. 


DE m———_— 


DIVINE SOLITUDE. 


EF: 


Le$ Solitude ! In T hee 7 found 
' The only Way to Cure the Wound 
Of My Perplexed Heart. 
Here I E ſcap d the Worlds loud Noiſe | 
T7 hat DrownsOur Bleſſed S AV TOURS Voice 
And makes Him to Depart. - 


2. 


WWhilft thus Retir'd 1 do Attend 


To th Words of My Eternal FRIEND, 
| | How 


(2096) 
How My Heart Leaps for Joy ! 
Love, and Rejoyce, ſayes He, but Know 
T her's no ſuch thing, as Foy Below , 
T he Pleaſures T here Deſtroy. 


3. 


Tf T hou wilt Creatures Love, Be Sure 

Thou Keep T hy Heart In Me Secure : 

 AanwthatI'm ALL IN ALT. 

ThenWhatſoere thoſe Creatures prove, 

Thou never ſhalt Repent Thy Lowe, 
Thy Hopes ſhall never Fall. 


4. 


T hou ſhalt till have Thy Hearts Deſire, 

dud Sit down by 1' Z®THERF AL FIRE; 
When e're Thy Heart growes Cold. 

« But when [ ſee a Friends Deep Griefe, 

« 7'm Griev d, methinks, Beyond Relief, 
« 7hzs Griefe no words unfold. 


Sg; 
If T hy Griev'd Friend will Love, ſayes He, 


tn 
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In Darke Afiifion He ' ſhall See . 
T he Neereft Way to Bliſs. 
But If He Mind the Worlds fond Toyes , 
And take the Sport of Apes for Joyes , 
He's not T hine, T hou 'rt not Hs. 


6. 


And thus we Talk, My LORD, and1! 
$9 do I Live 4bovethe Sky e-: 
T hough Here I Move, = Breath. 
And a this Vapor's gone, 1 hall 
Fnijoy ts th' Full My ALL IN ALL, 
Not Dye, but Congrer Death. 


%Y 


HALLELUIA, 


